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LESSONS FOR JUNE
FIRST SABBATH.

SunarcT:—The Serpent of Brass. Num
bers 21, 4-9. Golden Text.” John 3, 14-15.
Parallel pages, Acts 16, 32. Hcb 11, 6.
John 3, 36.

V 4th. The people journcved southward to
the head of the Re, Sga. and compassed the
south eastern horder of the land of Ldom,
which extended to the head of the Arabian
Gulf.  They then reached the high ground of
the great Fastern desert, along which thev

a~sed, with the mountams of Edom and
Moab on their left, between them and the
Dead Sca. They traversed southwards the
arid, hot and saudy Arahali, or * way of the
Red Sea.” and entered the equally desolate
region east of the mountains of Kdom. The
whole region is dreary in the extreme: and
the heat and scarcity of water which they suf-
fered, and the circuitous route which they were
commanded to take, caused, while it did not
justify, the discouragement which they felt.

V. 5. They not only murmured against
Moses, but against God himself, thus sflord-
ing an astonishing instance of the unhbelief,
folly. and wickedness of men when lett to
themselves  Overlookings all the wonderful
mercies already rece.ved, they showed the
same spirit as their fathers, whose carcases
fell in the wilderness, by tresting the manna,
that greatest ot all God's gifts to them. with
insolent contempt.  The expression * light
bread.” properly signities ** trashy or worth-
less™ bread. )

V. 6. God punished them by sending fiery
eu_»r{;ents amang thcm, the tes of which inva-
riably proved miortal. ‘lhe regions at the
head of the gulf of Akaba. where the Israelites
at this time were, are still infested by large
numbers of serpents and scerpions, which in-
flict wounds that are very painful though not
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ordinarily fatal. On this occasion they were
perhapg acsembled in large numbers, and
endued with an unusual propensity to assault
those who came in their way

V. 7. Chustisement in this cace answered
ita intended end. It brought the penple to
repentance and confession ot sin, without
which there can be no pardon.  Moses whom
they had abused as« their worst enemv, is now
appealed to as their best frivud, aud besought
to be their advocate with God.

Vv.89. Show us theremedy. Moses was
commanded to make a serpent of brass—rather
copper—and to set it up upoa a poles and God
ordained that all who were bitten, and looked
on i should live. The Israclites probably
carried this image with theny i their journeys,
for there is reason to think trom the account of
its destruction by Hezekiah, given in 2nd
Kings, 18, 4, that it had been deposited some-~
where in the promised laud. *

The healing ol the dying Israelites by means
of the brazen serpent. was in several impor-
tant points & most striking tvpe of the salva-
tion of perishing sinners by faith in a crucified
Saviour. He Himself points this out to us in
the golden text.  The following are some of
these points of resemblance:

1st. The discase in both cases is similar—
the sufferers in the ane case being bitten by
tho serpents of the desert, in the other vy that
old serpent the Devil, whase tiery darts inflame
men's lusts, and bring them at last to ever-
lasting dea h,

2ndly. In both cases the remedy was di-
vinelv preseribed.

drdly. In ncither case was it what might
have been expected. It could not have been
supposed that the sight of an image of brass
would be an antidute to the poison of a ser-
pent. So salvation by the cross of Christ is to
the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks
foolishness.

4th. In both cases mere human remedies
were of no value 'The most =Kilful medical
preseriptions could not heal the dying Israel-
ites, nor can repentance, or reformation or
good works, remedics devised by hume . rea-
son, ever save the sinncer.

3th.  As Muses lifted u[:

the serpent in the
wilderness, even so was t

¢ Son of man hifted

up.

pﬁlh. As the dving Tsrachte was saved by a
believing look on the hrazen serpent, so is the
perishing sinner saved by a helieving look at
the Saviour on the e¢ross.  Look unto e, He
says, all ye ends of the carth, and be ye saved,

SECOND SABBATII.

Svnsrcr:—The Truc Prophet. Deut, 18:
9-16. Golden Text. .John 1: 45.

Vv 9-14. In thesg verses God warng the
Israclites against the idolatrous customs of
the Canaanites. He knew how prone the
human heart is to follow 1dols instead of Him-
self, and to indulge in practices which His
word condemns; and in His Kinduness He fore-
warned the people that they might be fore-
armed. They had therefore no excuse when



