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oùt*iome faint idea of plant life, to plunge a~ pupil headlong into the
depths of the study, were to mie like setting -him, to salve- sanie- abstruse

ni *athermatical problem prior to -his learning the meaning of addition and
subtraction. Mr. Beal, too, in his paper, what 'ever lie may do in practice,
rnake5 .no mention of a point which I deemn of vital importance, viz., that
every, student in botany, froin almost his very entry on. the sub)ect, should
be urged to start and taught how to make an herbarium, or collection of
plants, for himself. Field-work is of the greatest importance in proinoting
familiarity with habitats, and in solving most ni the problems of plant life,
and. to induce pupils to engage actively in field-ivork there is nothing
equal to starting thern to form an herbarium, for in no other way can such
an i * terest be excited. In nmy experience, young people cari best be
stimulated to take an interest in any branch of study by giving themn
sQmething to do in connection with it.

But it is not alone in the excitemient of an interesc ini the study of
botany that the value of an hierbarium lies. The ultimate end of any
scientific study bueing the niastery of ail that can be learned concerning,
it, the form-ation of a collection of plants in a inanner mnost convenient
for reference is a necessary part of the science of botany.

But enoughi has been said to give you an idea of the general
princililes on which botany is now usually taught in colleges and
schools. Let mie next dlevote miyself to telling you what J consider the
best way for j'ou to enter on the study. The first step is t,, procure a
text-book on structural botany. For choice I would nanie Gray's
IlLessons in Botany." It is not too complicated and yet is extensive
enough, except for advanced ssudents who wish ta devote dheniselves
specially to the study. A work on systeniatic botany is also essential,
and 1 know of none better than the IlManual of the Botany' of the.
Northern United States," wvhich covers aur Canadian Blora in 2reat

*ea«re. I would advise 'any one purchasing ta get the '<LessonË"
and IlManual " bound tôgether. Ini this shape, tlie books are not only
cheapýr but more handy. We have in combination excellent works on
bôth 'departmients of Botany, Structural and Systematic, no smal
desi*de'ràtum ta the beginner, w~ho, in namning plants by the latter, will

2 c46:-


