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WINTER BIRDS AT POINT PELEE, ONT.

S Ry W. E. SAUNDERS, LoNDON, ONT.

On February ist, 1909, Mir. J. S. Wallace and the writer
macle an expedition to Point Pelee to determine what birds were
pasing the winter in that Iocality. This is tbe spot where a
gireater winter population may b. expected than in arn' otiier
part of the mnainland of Ontario, on account, of its being the
miost southerir extension, and although our ob>servations were
parfly m'ade during a cold blizzard, and the. ground was snow
covered during the entire -isit, vet wc foumd more than forty
species. as dttailed in a number of TîmE OTTAwA NATURALIST
of last vear-

The %inter of 1909-1910 came on slowlv, and there was
realy no vers- severe weatber. The lowcst temperature at
L.ondon, up to the. 19th of Februar, was about 10 below zero,
and tuis would indicate that the. lowest temperature at Point
Pelee was at-out 10 al-ove zero. This is approximnatelv the same
temperature that we imet with last vear on our winter trip.
During the earaier parts of the present xinter, the ground was
comparatively free from snow, and vet. even in Noveimber. when
m inter had noýt vet begun. the dearth of Lirds. not only at Point
Pelee. but al through Ornario. was striling.

During january and early February there was an unusual
quanwitv of snow. and this is thc onhy respect in which the.
v.inter bas apparenlv 1-cen a difficuit one for the .brds. )dore-
cover. snow it self is not supposed t o b. an inconvenience to mnany
1 irds. except as it covers their food, and 1 no..ced in November.
as well as Februarv. that the. crop of bernes at Point P.!.. on
tii. various spec"e of Cornas and I'iburnn, was very large, so
that food for a good inanv species must have 1-cen abundant.
Neverthelesçs. w. succedýed in recording only twenty-four
species from February lith îc l4th. 2 à 10. as against ovcr fortv
in the. first few days of February. 1909. The ft mer uinter was
signalized by the influx of manv northern species Redpolls
werc abundant. and Crossi is. Éecning Grosbeaks and otiiers
were scen; but along sith tiiem wer found at the. Point.
lermit Thrushes. Cheminks. and White-thiroated Sparrous ini

consideral-le numbers. which species were entirely absent during
our visiis ini November. December. january'. and February of
the. past winter. Rotins, Bluebirds and Flickers. which were
tiiere in large numbers a vear ago. were cemparatively rare this
vear. Several other 'pces which were seen thé. preieus
wint.r in swall nuwl-m. were altsent, tut this. of courme.
wnuld Ib. experted. The. surprnsing part of the. whole mnatter is
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