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gether fatal te its mission. It is bound to reeeive every doctrine, giye
heed te every precept, and disoharge faithfully every duty enjoir'2 in
God's revealed 'will. But how is it with the Church ? Let us loolz at it
hionestly and olmly-at-the vocation and design of the church.

It is ta soLlnd the alarm ta a world asleep in the arnis of' the iviek-ed
one; but the churcli is only partially arouped hierseif, and only nt long
interims of deep slurnber and repose, it wakcs up froni its dreaxuty stite
once a year, frequently not s0 often, and puts forth desperate, not ilwajî
intelligent, efforts,-but sucb efforts as a mani constious of daniger %ïull
inake in a half-sleepy state. The world in the mneantinie Iîad been look.
in., on durn- ber long season of inactivty, as -well as sueli a world ma
look,-and frequently woadered at 'what the chureli was about, and won.
ders now as maueh at her sudden waking; looks on amaa-ed at her ner
bora zeal for the conversion of souls. iBut bier strange inconsistenoies bar
rendered lier powenless for good; ber efforts are palsied; bier grima
and eontortioas are repulsite ta the thoughtful and intelligent; those fro
without wlîo wi tness lier îuovenaents question lier sincerity or lier saitJ
and thus iany of hcer most zealous efforts are improductive of real fruit
and Insting.beneflv. Disccxuraged and petulant at the failure, and re-A
unfit for furtlier effort through exhaustion, she again seeks repose, ain

sinks into lier former dreanxy state of indolent inaetivity, mutterng ahou
the wickedness of the world, - -that sinners are gospelardened-tîat tI
iniiaister is no revivalist,-throwing around herseli a niantie of fatici

innocency.
The instrutueatality the ehurci lias assignied bier for lier work is Dii

Truth, to lie lier freedona and lier liglit, bier foiod and lier coinforter, h
weapon of warfare and defence,-"1 the victory that overcorneth tbe lvii

evea aur faith." But look at the religious knowledge of our people, n
their experieaee,-we inquire about this every Sabbatli, aad hear soir
thing in ref'erence to it,-witiout being startled with any novelty in i
phrase or sentiment. What we inean is an intelligent aequaintance xvi
thie doctrines and duties of Christianity, or if you please, eail it 1
theory of religion. Make the experiment, and test. the matter, and
will plead guiIty ta the charge of libelling aur own. lhurel, if you 6
many of its aduit members who ean prove by apprapriate texs
Seripture the fundamental doctrines of the Bible, as tlie IBeing and at
butes of God. The proper Gxodhead and rnanhood of Ohrist,-the (J
lie sustalias--fis atonement aud its extent-the Divinity aad persoaiI1
of the I{oly Ghost--the doctrines of justification by faith-the witaieei
the Spirit, and entire sanctification, as welt as others of' priînary itup
tance and as plainly tauglit. Wlîatever otliers ruay think, this $tale
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