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.ing hogs to run in pastures.
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SHEEP AND SWIKE.

CLEANLINESS A PREVENTIVE OF HOG
DISEASES.

Wo donot know who wrotethefollowing “piece,”
but we do know thut thoro is a large amount of
common-gonso in it. No doubt a considerable
proportion of the diseases rifo among hogs muy
bo traced to their being confined in filthy pens:—

“ During the past ecason there has boen a great
deal said and written upon the subject of allow-
The discussion
both in and out of the nowspapers has been
watohed with a great doal of interest by hog-rais-
ors, whoso practical knowledge, ncquirod by ox-
pononco, has ennbled them long since to form
opinious upon the subject. Those mon who have
invested in the business are prone to arrive at
conolusions based upon actual obscrvation, from
which they form com:non-senso ideas of what is

rondored bim porfeotly harmless, I slsofixed sn
ugly bull in the same way, and he could nob swo
to do any harm.”

THE SHROPSHIRE SHEEP.

The devalopmont of great industries in iron
and coal in the distriots of Shropshire, at the be-
ginning of the contury, gave riso to a large and
insreasing domaund for mutton. To meet this
domand, tho farmers of that part of the country
turned their attention tp the raising of mutton
sheep. Brocding owes were sought for fromn the
midland and southern counties, and, in time,
Shropshiro becamo not only a leading sheep-rais.
ing region, but also the home of an important
breed, the puarontage of whioch it is difficult to
state, for the renson that it is derived from and
combines a number of the best mutton breeds.
The Shropshire is, more strictly speaking, a cross
breed, in which the natives of tho distriots, tho

benefioial to their ste .k, and wisencres who rend | Cotswold, and later tho Leicester and SBouthdown,
them long, self-consequentinl leotures upon sub-  havo been combined. On acconnt of this complex

jeots nbout which thoy have no porsonal know-
ledge receive but littlo consideration at the hands

admixturc of blood, the Shropshire breed is one
 that varies somowhat in character. The original

of breeders. It is n common remark that most | sheep was horned, black or brown-faced, hardy
anything is good cnough fc: & hog, and to this jond frco from diseaso, producing forty-four to

senseless propomhon is traced the
discnses among swine owned by
breeders who endorse it. Since
time immemorial the hog has been
called the farm scavenger, but,
nevertheless, the successfal breeder
is he who rolics tho least upon this
over-estimated characteristio of the
animal. Bad water, worso treat-
ment in handling, and a superabun-
dance of filth are tho foundation of
all diseases to which hogs are sub-
jeot, and it is corsequently easy to
bolieve that the heslth of the ani-
mal and the quality of the mesat
must increase in proportion to the
clennliness of his food and sur-
roundings. It is believed that there
has been less disease among swine
during the past year thad during
any time for the past decade, and
those who ought to know attribute the fact to in-

creased care on the part of breeders, who had re-

alized tho value of cleanliness. Grass-fed hogs
who have the run of good and nutritious pastures,
with plenty of pure water, are the ones that bring
the bighest price in any market. The suramer
feed of grass results in bone, muscle, ané all good
qnahtxes of first-class pork, and a fall feed of corn
just prior to marketing makes the plump and
round finish considered so desirable. It is not
too much to say that if swine raisers would adopt
a universal plan of cleanliness in raising and feed-
ing tho stock, it would be but a very short time
before complaints of American pork would cease
to be heard in any Earopean country. Breeders
ows it to them, and they owe it to their swine, to
adopt such reforms as will insure them as decent
treatment as possible.”

DANGERUUS SHEEP AND BULLS.

A correspondent writes : ““I noliced an account
a fow weeks ago of a buck sheep killing a child
by butting, and frequently see accounts of bulls
injuring persons with their borns. Such acci-
dents may bo casily provented. Bome time ago
T had = buck that became very troublesome in
this way. T conceived the idea that if he could
not see ahead he would not harm any one. 8o 1
put & piece of leather large enough to extend
about two inches each side his eyes, and s littlo
below his eyes, and fastened it thero by straps
around his neck and below tho under jaw. It
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fifty-six pounds of mutton to ‘s carcass, and a
fleeve of two pounds of moderately fine wool.
The present Shropshires are without horns, legs
and faco dark, or spotted with gray, the neck
thick, the head well shaped, ears neat, braast
back straight, barrel round, aud the legs strong.
The flesco is longer, heavier—averaging seven
pounds—and more glossy than that of the South-
down. The Shropshire is a valuable sheep for
Canadian farmers.

THE POWER OF MUSIC OVER SHEEP.,

Many instances have been given of the effect
which tho sounds of music have upon snimals,
and an interesting one is recorded inm the life of
the great composer, Haydn. While ho wae ram-
bling, on a certain occasion, in one of the lofty
mountains of Liombardy, with some other young
people, the party chanced to stop to contemplate
the magnificent scenery around them, and sud-
denly a flock of sheep, which were leaving the fold
to go to their pasture, passed by thom. One of
the party, who was & good performer on the flute,
and always oarried his instrument with him, took
it out of his poaket, and bidding the others to
wateh tho effect upon the shesp, began to play.
We are told that thé sheep, which were walking
on with their heads hanging down, raised thom at
the first noto of the music, and then all of them,

listoning with motionless attontion. Ho consed
to play for a while, but thoe sheop did not stir, and
the shepherd was actually compolled to uso his
staff to induco thoso nearest him to move. After
somo time, howover, thoy began to obay, but no
sooner did they do so than the musician again com-
monced to play, and onco moro his strange audi-
enco returned to him., The shephord now got out
of patienco, and sought to manke his flock move
by pelting thom with olods of earth and stones,
but only those which were hit would move on;
and not until the flute player, at tho ontreaty of
tho shopherd, had stopped his magic sounds,
would the remainder of the flock stir, and even
when they had at last moved off, they continued
to stop at intervalg, a8 in the distancs they heard
that tho musician had resumed his playing,

SELFECTIONS.

Suxer should be tagged regularly and kopt
clean. They should be culled every year, and
those in any manner duficient placed in & soparate
pasture and fattened for the butcher.

A suarL quantity of ashes given to pigs while
fattening is found very beneficial, as their food is
generally rioh in phosphoric acid and deficiont in
lime, which ashes supply; and in
this way the phosphoric acid is
made available as food.

Sucoess in raising pigs depends
upon fecding liberally till the pigs
fre three or four months old. Lst
them have the run of a grass or
clover pasture, and after the har-
vest they will do well on the wheat
stubble. The cost of raising in this
way is very little In the winter
they will need richer food. They
should have warm quarters, with
plenty of good straw.

Ar the recent Birminghsam fat-,
stock show, a prize pen of thres
Shropshires weighed 840 pounds;
a pen of Oxfords, under twonty-two
@ months, weighed 871 pounds—an

astonishing weight for age. A
Bhropshire ewe weighed 874 pounds. The heavi-
ost pen of three sheep weighed 982 pounds, but
the breed is not stated in accounts at hand.

Tae sheep is the cosmopolite among domestie
animals. With a habitat extending from Nova .
Zombla to New Zoaland, and following the lines
of latitude around the world, it accommodates it-
self to every sarrounding; here sweltering in the
heated atmosphere of the tropic pampas, and
there shivering before the crisp blasts that fan
the mountein's brow; whether in glabe or glen,
in field or forest, feeding on grain or grass, it is
found fitted fo its surrounding conditions, and to
unfailingly mete to its owner in the measure from
which it has been supplied.—Jowa Homestoad,

Mr. Wi, Sezang, of ths 12th concession, Bib-
bert, is the owner of & ewe which may be set
down as the champion breeder, having during the
past eight years given birth to and suckled no less
than twenty lamby.

Mr. Wa. Coartzs, of lot 14, first line east, Chin-
guaoousy, is the owner of onc of those ewss thay
prove a whole boom of industry to their owners
af this season of the year. The prolific ewe we
now speak of is a Cotswold, and has given birth
to seven lambs in less then twelve months. On
the first of May of last year sho had thres
lambs, all of which lived; and on the second of

with a general movement, turned fowards thespot | Iast month she astonished the folks by giving
wheneco the agreeable sounds proceeded, until they | birth to four lambs, and the progeny are domg
had at lengh all flocked around the musician, | well.



