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Dastor and People.

THE MYSTERY OF CHASTISE-
MENT.

" We glory alsoin tetbutations,” ~Rem. v. 3.

Within this leal, to every eye
So Inttle worth, doth hidden he
Most rare and subtle fragrancy.

Wouldst thou its secret wealth unlind ?
Crush it, and thou shalt perfume find
Sweet as Arabia’g spicy wind.

Io this dull stone, so poor and bate
Of shape or lustre, patient care
Will find for thee a jewel rate;

But first, must skilful hand essay,
With file and flint to clear away
The film that hides its fire [rom day.

This leaf ! this stone 1t is thy heart;
It must be crushed by pain anu smart,
Tt must be cleansed by sorrow’s art—

Ere it will yield a fragrance sweet,

Ere it will shine, a jewel meet

‘To lay before the dear Lord’s feet.
—Selected.

BITTERNESS,

——

Inangry mood I stalked
Accoss the moor,
And crushed with ruthless heel
A modest flower,
Which bending low with petals bruised,
Fragrance, so straogely sweet, diffused
O er all rround, that Aoger fled in shame.

With bitter soul I strode
Through life's.vast mart,
And pierced with cruel words
Atimid heart,
Which, reeling ‘oeath the venomed shalt,
Forgiving fragrance so did waft
On gentle breath, that Passion paled Lwillh ;%icl.

I'ETER'S INCONSISTENCY AT
ANTIOCH,
BY W, H. MURRAY.

It is true that Peter's mind bad bezn en-
arged by intercourse with Paul, and that
the conversion of Corpelius and the exten-
sion of the faith amoong the Geatiles at
Auntioch had shown him that to deny baptism
to the believing Gentiles was to ** withstand
God." Not only did he stoutly maintaip, in
the face of the protests of his offended
brethren, the rightness of his conduct to-
wards Cornelius; but thirteen years after-
wards, notwithstanding the numbers and
strength of those ‘‘zealous for the law,” he
boldly supported the cause of the Gentiles
before the assembled brethren at Jerusalem
and declared that God had made co distinc-
tion between the Jews and them, all alike
being saved by grace. He even implied
that, did they bind the Geatiles as some
proposed, they were fighting against God,
and that the Law, for Jew as well as Geatile,
was a burden too great to be borae,

Though all these circumstances would
seem to indicate that Peter had’ clearly
grasped God's purpose, it must be remem-
bered that his mind was not a contempla.
tive nor strongly logical onc : he did not fol-
low out his new ideas to their final concla-
sions. They had come to him in sudden re-
velations ; they were extraordinary illumi.
pations i an iotensely Jewish mind and
could hardly be expected to dissipate the
“ prejudices of fifieen centunies.” He was
carrled on these occastons out of and be-
youd himself, though his natural generosity
and nobleness of mind weicomed the larger
gospel.  Being pre-eminently a2 man of
actiop, and not 8 maun of thought, he was
incapable of appreciating the great princip e
nvolved 1o the dispute, of seeing all the far-
teaching consequences cf the faal issue;
and his old prejudices would re-assert them-
selves under the pressure of the strong feel-
ing around him. He iacked Paul's clear
grasp of the whole circumstaace, and steady
coaviction of the soundaess of his position,
His mind might, uoder conflicting thoughts,
and in difficult situativns, become confused
as to the proper conduct n certain details.
The propriety of eating with Gentiles had
not been explicity settled by the officlal
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letter to Antioch, and doubtless that point
was with most still an open question. And
even Peter may have, under the lnfluence of
the liberal sentiment at Auatioch, only yield-
ed the point without being thoroughly con-
vioced of its general propricty. Then, even
after the judgment of the Jerusalem church,
there remalned a large and influential body
of Judaizers, silenced for the time, but not
convinced ; and Peter, hitherto the leading
apostle, would be anxlous to retain his in-
fluence. He had seen what hostility Paul
had roused, and what trouble there had been
about Titus, and doubtless the strict party
had made him feel that his attitude had
offended them. There had been so much
dissension that he was ready to do much for
the sake of concord.

It is probable also that ia the interval
there bad been at Jerusalem a reaction from
the hberal sentiments of the letter. No
longer 1ofluenced by the strong personalitics
of Paul and Barnabas, the Jewish Christians
may have begua to feel they had yielded too
much, and determined to resist any further
innovations. This very matter of eatiog
with the Gentiles may have been discussed,
and decided by the Church to be unlawful,
Therefore, moved by bis reverence for the
conservative James, feeling that his influence
at Jerusalem was at stake, and being unwil-
ling to give occaslon tor further strife, Peter,
on the arrival of *“ those from James" with-
drew himself from the Gentiles.

He was inconsistent; but he did not
clearly grasp the whole situation, nor was he
perfectly convinced of the rightness of his
former conduct. We cannot think it was a
case of personal timidity. There was a
mingled iutellectual and moral weakness.
Peter did not consider it ¢ safe * inthe inter-
ests of the Church to offend the brethren. His
denial was a falling away. This action indi-
cated only a confused mind, overcome by
the weight of authority and example.

Muskoka.

EGYPT AND ISRAEL.

BY REV. JOHN BURTON B.D.

Up till the present year, notwithstanding
ait that has been doune by explorations in
Egypt, the monuments have been silent re-
garding Israel, Happy they whose faith is
kept from drifting oo to blind credulity, or
whose enquiring spirit is saved from falling

into the dark abyss of scepticism. He that
believeth shall not make haste. Among
the trustworthy explorers of Egyptian

antiquities the name of W. DL Flinders
Petrie stands io the very front rank. lao tbe
Mayg number of the Coufemporary Review
there is an article from his pen recording a
discovery in the Thebauo district of a large
slab of black syenite, over ten feet long, five
feet wide, and thirteen inches thick. Oa
this, among other gravings, is a long histori-
cal lascription of Mareoptah, who, as the son
of Rameses the Great, has pretty generally
beer recognizes asthe Pharaoh of the Exodus,
as Ramesesis aken tc be the Pharaoh of the
oppression. Dr. Petrie says that the condi-
tion of this stone is perfect, not a single siga
or scene defaced or injured, aod the amouat
of inscription oo it is almost without prece-
dent. The inscription of course records the

* glories of the Pharaoh, and the plenty with

peace that falls to the lot of Egypt in conse-
quence. The part spectally conceraing us at
this moment is the epilogue of which we
give a part as in Mr. Petrie’s article. The
translation is that of Mr, Griffith -

“*Vaoquished are the Tabenou (N. Afri-
cans) ; the Khita (Hittites) are quieted ;
ravaged is Pa-Kanana ;Kanun) with all vio-
lence ; taken is Askadrie (Askelon?) ; seized
is Kazmel ; Yeou of the Syrians is made as
though it had not existed; 2ke people of
Vsiraal s sporied, it hath no sced ; Syniahas
become as widows of the land of Egypt ; all
lauds together are in pzace.”

The full import of this allusion to Israel
cannot be at present understood, for the
reader will have noticed that the name oc-
curs in a list of Palestinlan victorles, not as

being in Egypt. Paossibly some of the des.
cendants of Jacob (spread, as we may sur-
mise they were, over all the land of Janaan—
Gen xxxvii. 14-17) may have remained on
the old pastute lands when Jacob went dowa
iato Egypt ; possibly (Num, xiv. 45), while
the great body were in the wilderness, some
adventurous souls may bave lovaded the
land and ** Marenptab may have chased
after them In revenge for the escape of the
main body ;" posslbly——. We must iast
wait a little longer in hopeful expectation.

“The only Egyptian mention of the
race," writes Mr. Petrle, a1d those words
are scarcely passed the proof-reader’s desk
before another Egyptologis!, M. Spiegelberg,
announces that he too bas discovered the
pame of Isracl on another tablet of this Mar-
enptah, the full meaniong of which has not yet
appeared. Enough however has appeared to
awaken our expectations anew, and to thiok
otherwise of the O!d Testament than that it
is ** Christianity’s Millstone.”

Gravenhurst, Oot.
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SCRIPTURE TEXTSILLUSTRATED.

BY REV J A M'KEFN, BA,

** Let us not therefore judge one anotber any more,
but jodge this rather that no man put a stumbling block
or an occation to fall in his brother’s way.”"—RKomans
Xtve I,

Vessels arriving in port brought us word
of a derelict. She was reported in a certain
Jatitude at one time and a few days after we
heard ot her in anotber place. She kept
drifting in the track of East and West bound
traffic, a danger to navigation, for the light
in the binacle was out and no hand held the
helm. In the darkness of thenight an ap-
proaching ship could get no warning by
sight or sound, and the steady sharp lookout

might sight the helpless hulk too late to-

avoid collision. Oae ot Her Majesty’s ships
of the North American squadron was sent
in search of the derelict, and after an absence
of a few days she returned with the abandoned
vessel in tow. 1 saw her afier she was safely
moored, 3 weather beaten, brokeo, deserted,
desolate castaway. Itis aa evil and bitter
thiog tolead a sinful life. There is no merit
ia standing by such a life and the sooner it
is abandoned the better, but the evil words
spoken cannot be recalled, and the wicked
deedsdoue cannot beundone, The old badlife
has been left behind, but its Influence is like
the lumber laden derelict it will not sink
and it will not drift ashore. A sinner who
has turned from his evil waysunto God bhas
reached the quiet haven. He rests in the
calm but the gently heaving swell of the sea
brings to bim word of a distant storm. He
koows that in that storm human souls have
made shipwreck, and there comes to him the
awful thought that his ¢ derelict ” may mark
the place wherea precious life has gone
down. God bave mercy upon the man who
is leaving behind him an example which
shall be as the putting of a stumbling block
or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way.
Orono.

HOW THE KINGLDOM STARTED.

BY C. He WETHRRUR.

It is well for us to occaslonally look back
to the sarly days of Christianity and care-
fully cons der some of the great difficulties
under which it started in its onward career.
We need to take into the account the moral
condition of the world at that time. Physi-
cal diseases ln many forme, and widespread,
were the typses of spiritua! diseases. Ua-
belief and skepticism were rampant. Moral
darkpess was very dense and covered all
Palestine.

There was a good deal of religion, but it
was of that kind which is far more hurtful to
men’s sculs than no religion atall. 1t was
from religlous people that Christ and His
apostles received the greatest opposition,
the most virulent abuse and the greatest
harm. Thiok, too, how the mighty Roman
Emplre and its influences stood in the way

Uury 1st, 18g6.

of Christlanity. It allowed no such freedom
of exprassed thought as Is now enjoyed In
our own land, Ruo your mind over the
whole situation and think ot the giganiic
cbstacles with which Christianity had tocoa.
tend at the very outset, and which keptup
opposition for quite a long time, and then
coastder the fact that la spite of the might.
lest foes, the most obstinate obstacles, the
naturally most discouragiog circumstances,
Christianity made amazlog progress, so much
so that its foes were alarmed at its advance.
ment and feared Its power. And do not for-
get that Christ started out with only twelve
meo, obscure men, comparatively uniofluen.
tial men, poor in earthly goods and destitute
of scholarly attainmeats.

Aud here Is our argument ¢ If Christian.
1ty could cope so successfully with the world
and with religlous forces of a malign char.
acter, having everything agalnst it at the
very start, we may safely conclude that it
pot now to be sauffed out by the wagglog
tongues of infidels, nor be destroyed byall
of the forces of darkness combined. MNor
cau false frlends deliver it over to destruc.
tion. Thiuk of the situation of Christianity .
to-day, with all of its manifest drawbacks, -
with all of its discouraglog features, a1 thes
compare it with its feeble beginning andal;
of its adverse surroundings. Shall we go
about bewalling the oatlook, feariog that oy
some means the devil and his imps will wreck
the good cause? Ob, let us not indulge in
groundless Iamentations and get under the
shade of weeping willows, for God still lives
and is mighty.

THE NEGRO.

——

1f ever there was a people that bawe

obeyad the scriptural injunction, *If they
smite thee on one cheek, turn the other
also,” that people has been the Americas §
negro. To right his wrongs the Russian |
appeals to dynamite, Americans to rebellion,
the Irishman to agitation, the Indian tohis
tomabawk ; but the negro, the most pati-
ent, the most uaresentiul and law-abiliog,
depends for the righting of his wrongs upon
his songs, his groans, his midoight prayers,
and an ipherent faith in the justice of bhis }
cause, and if we may judge the futureby
tbe past, what man will say that the negro
15 not right.  We went nto slavery pagans, |
we came out Christians,. We went inlo
slavery a piece of property, we came ont §
American citizens. We went into slavery
without a langusge, we came out speakicg §
the proud Apglo-Saxon tongue. We went §
into slavery with the slave chains claokiog |
about our wrists, we camz out with the
American ballot in our bhands. Progress,
progress is the 1aw of nature ; under Godit §
shall be ovr eternal guiding star—38. 7,
Washingion

THHE STORY OF A BIBLE.

Here is an illustration of what may be
called the romantic side of Scripture circy
lation. The writer is an evangelical pastor
at workin Bulgaria: “A few Sabbatls
since I gave the communion, for the first &
time, to a converted J~w. He told me thit
his father had been with the Frenchasi
dragoman io the Crimea ; that, while there, 2
he secured a copy of the New Testamentts
Hebrew-Spanish, and that he read it acé }8
prized it on his zeturn to Constantinoplt
When he was dying he bad it with himos
bis bed, and died with it clasped to bis
breast. The wife was commanded by bu 8
busband’s Jewlsb friends to destroy ikt Ji
book ; but, not being able to read, she could §
not then tell it from some others in the sam? §
type. The result was it was thrown asidt
and not destroyed. The young man b
question somehow obtained this copy, b (g
been reading it, has foreswora intemperantt 8
professes to have accepted Christ, and I gan i
him the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (%
weeks ago for the first time."—Engnt]g
Chsrchonan. 3




