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after years led to such important resuits. Sub-
sequent events in the career of the great Scottish
divine were briefly sketchec, such as his Glasgow
rninistry, so faithfully and so beneficently pursued ;
his occupancy of the chair of Moral Philosophy in
St. Andrews, and o f Divi nity in Edinburgh ; the
part hie took in the principal movements of the
time ; the formation of the Free Church, in which
hie was the leading spirit, and the swift death that
overtook him inl 1847. The last-named event was
told with much feeling, in sublime yet simple ian-
guage. Though to those advanced in life the chief
historical points in the lecture were in a measure
familiar, to the younger generation they would corne
with an attractive freshness. Lt was well, therefore,
that one who had received so much from the most
distinguished of Scottish theologians, and who had
gazed lovingly on the leonine countenance of
Thomas Chalmers, should tell the theological neo-
phytes of this generation the manner of man hie was.

Of late years the Presbyterian College, Montreal,
bas been remarkably fortunate. Lt has as its princi-
pal, Dr. MacVicar, a man of matured yet progres-
sive mind, a profound theologian and one who has a
wide and generous sympathy with youth. The
gentlemen associated with him are fitted to adorn
any institution of learning. "Àhrough the generosity
of a rich resident in Montreal, a new chair has been
founded, thus the Montreal College has corne into
Possession of a new professor. For this honourable
and responsible position the Rev. James Ross, M.A.,
B.D., has been selected xith the approval and sanc-
tion of the General Assembly. Last Wednesday
evening at the opening of the College he was for.
rnally inducted by the Presbytery of Montreal, and
thereafter delivered his inaugural lecture. Lt is one
Of great ability and promise. The new professor
deait with what is a vital present day question,
«"The Preacher for the Age."

The lecture gives evidence that while Mr. Ross
Was discharging faithfully the duties of the pastor-
ate in a provincial town of considerable importance,
hie vas diligentlv studying the drift and spirit of the
tîrne, especiallylthe relation of the Christian ministry
to the complex needs of the age. Lt voices the
thought of those who have given serious attention to
the reèligious condition of the Church and of those
Who are outside its more direct influence. Mr. Ross
is flot an indiscriminate laudator of the past, nor is
hie an imaginative enthusiast in regard to the future.
1-Le recognizes that this is a time of transition, and
his perception of the great responsibility resting on
religious teachers prevents hirn from taking other
than a grave, though not a pessimîstic, outlook. The
Positions tak-en in the lecture, which lie amply and
forcîbly illustrated, were that the Christian preacher
for this age must be' a man of wide acquaintance
Witb truth ; he rnust be a man of unswerving loyalty
to trutb; and hie must be a man of skill and power
in1 using truth. A bare recapitulation of this
orthodox threefold division would give the reader
but little idea of the varied matters. rich and fresh,
Which they cover. The Presbyterian College, Mont-
real,' is tô be congratulated on this the latest ad-
dition to its distinguished teaching staff.

ALFREJ) TENNYSON.

rY this name the deceased Poet-Lau'reate made
-.) his fare; this is the name ensbrined in the

Popular heart, and thus the name that will live for
Mlany generations as that of one of the most dis-

ytlflguished wrîters who adorned the literature of the
\Victorian era. Ln saying this, there is not neces-
Zarily 1 refecton o44h-besowmnfad-ccepanc

[~Prize poem and gained the Chancellor's gold medaljfor his «ITimbuctoo," a production of his earlier
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years, wbich bas found a place in the later collection
of his works. His dear friend, Artbur Henry Hal-
lam, the subject of "Ln Memoriam," was at the
same time an unsuccessful- contestant for the prize..
Like most beginners Tennyson had to wait for public
appreciation of bis merits and the recognitioni of his
genius. Friends perceived the promise apparent
in bis earlier efforts, but it was flot for some time
that popular discernment assigned him a place
arnong the sweet singers of the age. Ln comnpany
with bis eIder brother, Charles, he prepared a volume
of poems entitled, " Poems by Two Brothers,"
whicb was published inl 1827, but attracted little
attention. After this, two or three attempts were
made to gain the public ear, stili with indifferent
success, though in one of these volumes two or
three of bis most widely known and much adrnired
poerns, such as the -(Dream of Fair Women,"
cioenone," and IIThe May Queen," made their ap-
pearance. For a period of ten years he refrained
from publishing, but be was flot idle. His genius
grew in strength, and he bestowed ceaseless labour
in culturing and rnaturing bis poetic art. Ln 1842
he published two volumes of IlPoems by Alfred
Tennyson " that obtained immediate recognition,
and be soon afterwards took rank as one of the chief
poets of the century. Next in order came "IThe
Princess," and in 1850 appeared that great com-
memorative poem IILn Memoriam,"in whichiprofound
thinking and beart felt grief are blended in ever
varying modulation. To the strong yet graceful
stanzas of this master-piece, thoughtful readers will
turn with growing admiration and profit. Like the
friendsbin of David and Jonathan, that existing be-
tween Alfred Tennyson and Arth-ir H-enry Hallam,
son of tbe historian, has been immortalized in an
extended poem of wondrous beauty and power.

Ln due time much else flowed frorn bis pen.
Much that evidenced the power of the sublime
thinker and in varied forrns sbowed the master y of
the subtle and highly cultured artist. Occasionally
also came some littie tbings far below the level of
Tennysonian achievement, but for the most part
these were prepared to meet certain exigencies.
Tennyson, like Homer, sornetimes nodded. "The
Ldylls of the King," "IEnoch Arden," and the dra.
mat4c compositions of recent years will long find
interested and del îghted readers.

The gift of genuine poetic song is valuable in
every age; it is especially valuable in an age when
material things bulk so largely as they do in the
century wbich Tennyson adorned. Ail that was
best, purest and nobl est in nineteenth century Eng-
lish life found melodious expression in the cultured
verse of the great poet over whom the grave bas
just closed. For bis service in the best interests of
humanity this. generation ought to be profoundly
grateful. He understood the spirit of the times in
which be lived. Ail that was picturesque and worth
preserving in the past found in bim a true admirer.
He sbared the aspirations for progress characteristic
of the age and endeavoured to aid in their realiza-
tion. The conflict between faitb and doubt is weil
defined in IlThe Twp Voices." Arnid ail the
changes and the raging of contrary winds he held
bis religious convictions with a firm grasp to the
end.. Tbe reverent spirit that pervades bis work is
an evidence of tbat trust in the unseen whicb char-
acterizes the devout soul in every age. Ln what may
rightly be regarded as bis farewell ode, IlAcross the
Bar," can be clearly traced that abiding faith in FLir
who is wortby to receive the tributes of the great, no
less than the bornage and worship of. tbe humblest.
Beautifully pronpetic were its unes. The wish..: for

Twiligbt and evening bell,
Anct after that the clark 1

And ma>' there be no sadness ai fareweil
Wbeu 1 embark ;0

For tho' from eut our bourne of Time and Place,
The flaods ma>' bear me far,

1 hope ta see my Pilot face ta face
WMon I have crost the bar.
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Esookz anb (Kaga3tnce
Wit have received a copy of the first number of IlThe Christian

Idea, " edited by Rev. Knneth F. junor, M. D., pastor of De Witt
Chapel, New York. It promises to be attractive and useful, and is
publisbed in the interests of the congregation.

THE MOTHER's Nu.ZSFRY GUIDEL. (New York: Babyhood Pub-
lishing Co.)-This monthly magazine contains mzch valuable infor-
mation on the care and training of infants and cbildren. Men of em.
inence in the medical profession and other specialists Write in its
pages. The publication bas an important mission, and its wouk is
well done.

THEt METHODIST MAGAZINE. (Toronto : William Briggs.)-
Dr. Withrow continues bis interesting ieries of illustrated papers on
"lThe Land of the Pharaohs," and W. S. Caine's description of "lIn-
dia: its Temples, its Palaces and its People, " loses none of its attract-
iveness. Other contributions to wÊ~ich readers will aeadily turn are:
"The 1'Darkest England' Social Scheme," b>' Archdeacon Farrar;
"A Rare Young Man," by W. E. Gladstone ; "The First Hundred

Years of Modern àMissions," b>' Rev. J. S. Ross, M.A. ; " The New-
er Parts of Canada," by Cyrus C. Adams, and sevzral other papers on
subjects of present interest and importance.

THE FTOILETIÇ Rzviîzw. (New York: Funk & Wagnalls
Go.; Toronto : I1 Richmond Street West.)-In th2 Review Section
of thé October number of the (iomiletic will be found able papers
on IlThe Historicity of the Gospels," b>' Dr. J. H. Barrows, of
Chicago; "Our Inheritance of Sacred Sings," b>' Professor -S. A.
Martin, Lincoln University;; "Church Confederation," by Professor
Crooks, D.D., Madison, N.J., and "lHints for the Division of
Themes," by Professor Raymond, L.I1.D., Princeton. Thie er-
monic section is full, ricb and varied, having contributions (rom emin -
cnt preachers, European and American. The other departments are,
as usual, filled with useful, valuable and suggestive material.

THEc OLD AND N£w TESTAMENT STUDKNT. (Hartford, Conn.:
The Student Publishing Co.)-The latest issue of this valuable and
suggestive publication is a double number. [t is for September and
October. In addition to its brief and pointed editorials, and the
regular features finding a place in each nurnber, the present issue
contains papers of great interest to intelligent students of Scripture.
Harlan Creelman discusses the question, " Are There Maccabean
Pàalms ?" Dr. Goodspeed supplies a second paper on IlThe Book
of job in other Literatures." Ocher papers are :"I Peter's Lite and
His First Epistle ; " Is it Necessary for a Clergyman to Know
Hebrew ? " "Paul and the Parousia," " The Hebrew New Testa-
ment of Franz Delitzsch," and much else that will be read witb in-
terest.

Wat have received front William Briggs, of the Xeîhodist Book
Room, a copy of St. Matthew, b>' Rev. A. Carr, X.A., Oxford, one
of the excellent series in the smaller Cambridge Bible for schools.
It is admirabl>' adapted fer the purpase for which it i3 intended.
There is a brief introduction cintaining a'"iMe of the writer of the first
Gospel, and a few paragraphs on the auîborship, origin and cbarac-
teristics ol the Gospel. A ver>' fine map uf Palestine faces the
title-page. The text is given, and short, clear explanator>' notes are
placed beneatb the text. Fromn the samne publishing bouse we bave
also received a specim.-n copy of the larger work, "lThe Carn0 iridge
Bible for Schools and Colleges." Tne series is under the editorial
supervision of Dr. Perowne, Bishop of Worcester. The volume be-
fore us is the Second Book of Samuel, with maps, notes and intro-
duction, by Rev. A. F. Kirkpatrick, B.D. The work is most con-
veniently arranged, and a copions and carefully-prepared index makes
relerence to any part of the volume easy. The average reader of
Scripture, no less than the student, will find tbis admirable series a
valuable help in tbe study of the sacred volume.

HARPER'S MAGAZINE. (New York : Harper & Brothers.)-Tbe
same energy and adaptiveness that have characterizeLi this popular
monthl>' are still apparent. The frontispiece of the October number
is from a drawing b>' A. B. Frost, and the subject is, "ISorcer>'."
The four bundreth anniversaxy is producing a literature of its own.
"lThe Baptismal Font of America," copiouslY illustrated, formis the
opening paper, and Professor Ruge, of Dresden, contributes ane on"-Columbus." A. B. Frost, the artist,,,comes in for treatmnent, and a
number of his drawings are reproduced. Other papers tbat will at-
tract the attention of the general reaier are : IlTiger.Hunting in,
Mysore ;" "lEucation in the West," by Professor Thwing ;,11 Pari$
along the Seine," b>' Treodore Clhild ; IlBeaum rnt anil Fletcher,"
the fifth paper on old English Dramatists, b>' the late James Russell
L:,well ; and a second paper On I"A Collection of Death-Masks, " by
Laurence Hutton. Poetry and fiction have tbe uàual space allotted

Kîttreage; F'rance and lier Relormation " is briefi>' depicted byRev. C. M. Aliard ; " Calvar>' and the Tomb o! Christ " poted ont
fb R. H. Smith. The Sabbath Sehool Lessons, explained by Dr.oment, and Sabbath Scbool Instruction in Bi>le Doctrine, earnestl>'

urged b>' Dr. Broadus-Curreut Religions Tbaugbt, Surve>' ai Chris-tian Frogress. Illustrative Thouçhts, and Beautiful Thaughts, withbuiel, timel>' Editorials and Reviews ai Booki and Magazines, com-plot, a aumbeir of great excellence.


