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$18T0R AND B EOPLE.

FAMILY RELIGION.

MY KKY. JOHN N 'EWEN, INORRSOLL,
——

1011 scem evil unto you to serve the Lond, choose you
this day whom ye will scrves whether the gods which your
fathers servald, that were on the other mde of the flood, or
the gods of the Amorttes tn whose land yo dwell; but as for
me and my house we wlil serve the lord.™ - Jositva xxiv. 1§,

Heart and hope, heaven and home, are all associated
words, They are the visible signs of all that is dear
and enduring, pure and persuasive, sacred and sup-
porting. Home is carth's sanctuary and heaven's
foretaste; a well-spring of pure affection and true life;
a place for the bighest {cllowship, and a shelter for the
troubled spirit; a4emple for character not made with
hands.

Joshua hasled this people into the land of which “the
Lord had said I will give it thee.” The purposc of
God from first to last was that they should serve Him
teuly and only, To this end He called their father
Abraham from the growing idolatry on the other side
of the flood, led him throughout ail the land of
Caanan, gave him Isaac according to the promise,
and multiplied his secd. ‘This purposc was being
carried out in the deliverance of Isracl from the
bondage and corruption of Egypt. All the solemn
lessons of the wilderness, and all the manifest victot-
ies in entering the land, were in themselves well fitted
to confirm them in allegiance to Jehovah their Re-
decmer.  There had been a growing apostacy from
the true God. It had been going on in Chaldea, out
of which lIsrael and his family had come; it was
dominant in Egyp, from whose hand God delivered
His peoplc, it was rooted in Caanan, which had just
been conquered.  ‘Thus Isracl was compassed about
with compcting religions and objects of worship, and
there was great danger that the truc Jchovah would
be forgotten, Decision carnest and true, decision
prompt and powerfui, decision in a family capaaty
was demanded.

To this Joshua incites and encourages the people
by family resolution and consccration. “As for me
and my house we will serve the Lord,”

Let us first of all turn over in our munds what place
family religion holds in our life, and how we regard
it. To what cxtent does the name, the claims, the
presence and the power of God influence the plans of
work, and the hour of duty, in the daily arrangements
of our homes? \What place does worship receive—
worship in the family -in praise and prayer and in.
struction from God's Word? Is the altar in the midst
of the house, or is it in a dark corner? Is there of-
fered the sacrifice of a broken and a contrite heart?
Is the Lord Jesus in His special work, His love and
His life, and His claim on the heart kept conspicuous
before the heart and conscience? Does the Church
of God on the earth, and its relation to the cause of
His kingdom, occupy a place in our teaching adapied
to the strengthening mind, and the opening affection
of our children? Docs the line of eternal difference
and esscntial opposition between the spirit and the
flesh - between what is helpful to cherish the light and
love of God in the home, and what mnust confuse the
conscience and blurr the perception is this daily
kept in view, or does vacilation weaken the whole
nature and lcave the home a pantheon of all claimants
for regard? “The lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eye, and the pride of life; which arc not of the Father
but of the world.” We have the ancient problem in
its modern form

What would be the inevitable result if all the true
elements of home-life were having full scope, minis-
tered in fidelity and directed in wisdom? Would it
not be that our children would manifest a high appre-
ciation of spiritual things; a prompt readiness to en-
dorse that appreciation by an open and honest profes-
sion of faith in the Lord Jesus, avowing the God of
their fathers to be their God. “Thou art cur God,
and we will praise Thee; our fathers God, and we will
exalt Thee.” Would we not be cheered by seeing the
members of the home and the school incite one an-
other by saying *“Come, let us join ourselves to
the Lord in a perpetual covenant which shall never
be broken " Zion’s God and Zion’s cause would be a
joy of the life, and a subject of anxious care. There
would be less difficulty in securing earnest, hearty
workers In the spiritual and . mporal interests of the
Church, instcad of the department of school instruc-
tion being assigned apathetically to little children.
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We would have the aduit study of God’s Word, church
lite and literature, bullding up men and women in the
stature and fulncss of Christ; the ranks of mera plen-
surc.scekers, Sabbath-breakers, and candluates for
dissipation would be greatly diminished. These
things are painfully borne in upon the heart.
Where Is the difficulty? Whence the cause of this
almost universal disregard of spiritual things in our
young people? We are strongly inclined to regand
the fountain cause as in the chamcter of the home-life
- there is little of thie spirit and purpose of Joshua:
“As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.”
\Ve have put our own condition foremost, that we may
carry the personal element along with us in our con-
sideration of family religion and family worship, Ob-
serve— .

£irs!.—The loss experienced in the neglect of family
rcligion is in proportion to the importance God has
put on the family for securing a godly sced,

The life of the family is as old as Eden; it is set
down in the very nature of things; it has survived the
fall; honouring it in the Lord sccures the richest
blessings; dishonouring it brings to us the deepest
penaltics and the most bitter misery.  The sweetest
pictures of the Word of God are those of family life,
the loving and unquestioned nuthority of parcnts, the
ready and hearty obedience of children, and the Lord
and His law as the source of wisdom and fellowship,
“These words shalt thou teach diligently to thy chil-
dren, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine
housc, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou
liest down and when thou nsest up.” \Who can
patiently read this book of the law without feehing that
the Hebrew people desired children from God; not
only because of that promise that throbbed with life
in their midst, that ameng them should be born one
who would be their Lord and Redecmer, but also that
thear princples and the God of their fatuers might
have a lugh place in the earth, and that the knowlcdge
of his name might be supreme.

The ordinance which was earliest in the history of
the race was to perpetuate 1n a worthky sced mind of
the highest type, and principles of the truest value,
and life of the highest order; therefore all despite
done to this ordinance, physically, mentally, morally
and spintually, will swiftly reap the due penalty.  God
has a universe of means at His disposal, and that
which is lughly valued is swiftly rewarded in obedience
or disobedience.

The character of a people will invanably be the
character of their homes. Church hife and nauonal
Iife, no less than individual, takes its tone and strength
or weakness of character from the home. It s the
basis or fountain of hfe, and society in any of us
forms 1s its expression. To supposc that these con-
siderations apply exclusively to Old Testament hfc and
Scriptures is to entertain a radical mistake. No pro-
gress, no development in mind or modes of iving, can
ever abrogate the central importance of family lfe.
The uniy and influence of the family 1s camied over
imto the New Testament. The promise of the Old
Testame at receives its enlargement of blessing in the
New. .‘arents and thair children are still within the
enclosure of the covenant, I wilt be a God unto thee,
and to thy seed after thee,” Parents are to tramn up
their children in the nurture and schooling of the
Lord. Full and expenmental acgnaintance with the
Word is traced to hometraining. “From achildthou
hast known tke Holy Scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation, through faith that s
in Christ Jesus.” The possession of piety from par.
ental “fidelity ® is looked for and rejoiced in. “1
thank God for the unfeigned faith, which dwels, first
in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice.
and { am persuaded also in thee.” The households
of Lydia and the , Philippian®jailer, were added to the
Lord. And ashomes are animzied by piety, so is the
Church “strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might.” When the idea prevails, or setties into a
practical fact, that the family is common ground, as
compared with the Church—acknowledged to be sac-
red-——then apostacy of both Church and home is al.
ready commenced. The Church goes beyond s
legitimate sphere when it usurps home authonty, or
loosens home ties, or tampers with home duties.
“ Romanism is largely a religion of the Church—Pro-
testantism mainly of the home.” And when impornt.-
ance is being laid on what is ccclesiastical, to the
neglect of what is domestic, the evangelical life of the
Gospel is being imperiled.

This cravingfor public enjoyment in amusement,and

often low at that, is canied into Church means and
measures, is one of the signs of the liines; indicating
that rigorous thought and healthy sentimient are at n
low ¢bb in the home. Itis not unworthy of notice
In this connection, that ancient writers, even the poets,
but rarely refer, even in a passing way, to their early
diys.  \Whereas there is scarcely a modern writer who
has not lingered with undisguised pleasure over thie
mewories of his childhood. The emphatic utterances
concerning home and childhood are wholly biblical, or
due to Bible influence,

‘The itnportance attached to childhood by the Word
of God, and through this to the home, has hatlowed
all family exercises, and been to young life a time of
sweetness and joy. \Why was it that the Puritans of
England, whether in their own unwelcome land, or as
represented in the Pilgrim Fathers, who carried their
convictions to this far off untrodden continent, were
for generations distingushed for their strength of char-
acter, simplicity and purity of life, and courage in en-
durance? \Vas it not because of the circumstances in
which they were placed, and the necessities to which
they were pressed, they gave pre-eminent attention to
family life. ‘The same chapter of history was writtdh
in the lives of our covenanting forefathers, ‘This was
an article of their covenant, “As for me and my house
we will serve the Lord.” Observe—

Second.—Some of the clements of strength that are
needed to carry out Joshua's resolution and covenant.

1. We do need to be deeply impressed with thus
fact: that the key to all success n family life is
personal, parental picly.

The first conception a child forms of religion must
be in what they seean the character, what they hear
in the language, what they unconsciously inhale in
the moral atmosphere of the home. Children ordin-
arily do not aim above this. \What is done by thosc
whom we Jove so affects us, and children especially,
that w= early conclude it to be the very best thing to
do. This implicit trust in our children is a bond for
good, a means of great moral power, an instrumental.
ity for the good of the soul and the honour of God.
How solemn the parents position. How important
that you strike the right key-note of the destiny of
your child for time and eternity. You have
the “Look here® of life 1n your hand, you can re-
peat the Master’s message, “ Follow Mc,” Surely we
cannot leave the formation of the character of our
children to be a matter of accident. \With the lower
orders of creation their chief end seems to be accotn-
plished when they have given birth to their successors;
they provide offspring and die. With mankind the
birth of offspring 1s only’preliminary to their chief work,
the trauning of their children to a higher type of excel-
lence 1n character than themselves, to a life spiritual
and cternal in Chnist Jesus.  If this hugh destiny were
made a motive of personal life in the home—if we
habitually felt that, as from us our children take on
the type and tone of their natural life, so they must,
toa large extent, be confqrmed in their moral and
smntual hfe—this ever present and working fact in
home life, ought to lead us earnestly to inquire,
What manner of persons ought we to be in all holy
conversation and godliness? It was this personal
faith, and parental devotedness, in Abraham, that led
God to declare His assurance of the ulumate end of
His pronuse being accomphished.  “ I know Abraham,
that he will command his children and his household
after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord to
do justice and judgment, that the Lord may bning up-
on Abraham that which He hath swoken of him” It
is in thefootsteps of this friend cf God Joshuais tread-
ing. “As for me and my house, we w:ll serve the
Lord.” |

3. The next eleme .. of God honouring family life
isi—

A Lively sense of vespensidility in the work, and for
the resulls of the work.

This is needful as an essential past of our discipline
and training, and by this securing the nurture and
schooling of the Lord for our children.

It enters into the very nature of things that the
parents become fAought and conscience, law and will,
to their children, until they gradually grow up into a
less dependent position, and gradually they, in turn,
assume all the responsibilities of ife. But the train-
ing and discipline of life does not cease on our reach-
ing this position of majority; it only passes into an-
other and higher stage, fitting for higher work and
greater efficiency. Our schooling is cartied on as
ckildven, and, in becoming pareats, our discipline is
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