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Knox-Little lias severai natural, as xveil acquircd
qualities, that spccially fit him to speak to bis fello\v-
men effcctively on religious themes. His presence
and manner bespeak favourable attention. He is
an orator, and lie does not disdain the gràces that
belong to oratorical address-, but these areciearly
subordinated to the ciiief purpose be lbas in view in
bringing is hearers under the power of Gospel trutb.
He is a tboughtfui and cultureci man, and avoids
witb rare skill the use cf ciap-tLrap and comm-on-
place. His addresses, so far as maniner is concerned,
xill flot offend tie refinied tastes of cuitured becarers,
neitbier ,ili bits meanin1g be misuîîiderstood by even
the most illiterate listener. The subject of bis
preacbîng is mainly the great verities of the Gospel.
These ne presents in teiling and miost impressive
forin, and it is obviai!1s fromn the eager and sympa-
tbetic attitude of bis bearers, that bis messageîis
sure, in mraux- instances, aotî otfvual
reception. in 50 fat- aslixe preaches tie Gosp,2l as

rva(1 iS ctre.-celie %il1receive the hbearty God-
spee(l of a v;ist nuinherof Ch ristians, both \%itbînl and
otiýde the Church to whicb lie belongs. As sucb,
1ie 1s evervwbe2re recognîiized and wvelcomecd as a

foxvr r oo(i.
\lr. u -ite is also a [1igb Churchmnan, no

daýubt sinicereix- enqt i,,b, but even sinceritx' of convic-
tion i-, no ceri-n gi4 u ,rtnte against inista1kes. To
bis credît bc it saldilie is not one of a class of
fiel-ce IY>lii]cs 'x'bo pretentiously dlaimi that thecir
Chutrcbi is thec only true Cliurcli, anti that ail out-
sie tir lcommu n11ion arc w\retchied scbismatics, and
wortbv oiîi of scorni anti coiitelfl1 t. MIr. Little
dloes îot deal in ecclesiastîcal vituperation. Ile
si)eaks xith becoing( respect of those xxho differ
from bils cburcbly vicws xith a sincerity anti intelli-
genice at lcast eqliîal to is ownvi, but 1ie uiichurches
thein atil the sanie. The Anglican Churcb, accorcling
to the xvav of tlhiiukini in the school to wblich i e be-

logis the chief and the puirest wn of the Catho-
li hrcw icb ccording to tbemi, embraces the

Churub of Rom-e andi the Greek Church, buit fromn
xvbîch ail the branches of the Evangelical Church
are cxcluded. To do bim justice it is cbeerfully ack-
nowledged tliat be expressed biis belief that there
were manlly Olitsidie the Catbolic Cburitcli-Prc-sby--
t e r iis, WVesle2yan, Bap.IItists xvho xvere bettLer than
be ; hie loved tlbern if they loved lis God, and ie1
xx'as very sorrv that tbey ba-ve missed this great
blessing of Goýd»- love. Tnis, though i ot 50 offen-
sively put as it somnetinîes is, is unwortby of tbe large-
bearted cbarity that ought to find a home in the
Christian breast. After tbis it is no suirprise tliat' the
cloquent Canon should insist, iri season and out of
season, 0on the peculiar dogmas of the S;acranient-
arian party iii the Anglican Churcbsucb as baptis-
mal regeneration, the Implication that membhership
in wxhat lie is pleased to cal1 the Catbolic (ihur-ch is
essentiai to salvation, the necessity of confirmnation,
belief in tuie real presence in the Eucbarist, c inféssion
and absolution by priestly bands. 'lhle Knox part
of imii is ail rigbt; it is the otlier that is Little.

A POSJTJ VIS T ON A GNOSTJCISM.

A RA TUER remnarkable article, from the pen of
Frederic Harrison, appears ini the cuirrent

number of the Fû l'nzg/t/11iv R e7ý'e. Mm. Harrison is
oneC of the fe\v thiou<gbItfui nlihe who are
entbusiastic disciples of Augluste Comlte. 'l'O lbi1s

viinteFench dioctriiai ic is onîe of the greatest

men that ever lived. Lest dtis sbould be tbougbit an
an xageraion th foloing passage fromn the

article mlentioned is biere submiittêd

it is themefore quite natural, however much it may sur-
prise somne, that the first task of Auguste Comte wvas to show

Doxv\\em wbich excises a dominant influence over bis
xx'bole life. It lbas an intellectual element and a
moral element. It includes both faitli and xorship
-somethîînig that caii lie believed, and sometbing that
can be reverenced." In ail this it can bc seen that
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a divine revelation is simply ignored. According to
Positivism, on!y a religion of humanity is possible.
But if man only is recognized as the most exalted
beling in the universe, xvhat is " the power which exer-
ciscs a dominant influience over bis whoie life," how
is it to be knoxvn, how reverenced ? How are we to
be assured that it is worthy of reverence ?

The chief fault the Positive critie of Agnosti-
cism finids witb that system of negation is, that it is
simply, destructive, flot constructive. He does not
say it in so many words, but he leaves the impression
in the minci of hiis readers, that in eliminating theo-
Iogy anid clearing, the ground of ail certitude con-
ceringi God and imnmortality, Agnosticism is rather
praiseworthy than otherwise. The work of clearingb
the tLrouvd lias been done weil, but the failure of
Agio-sticisrn is seen in that it rests contented xith
blank neg-Iationi. That man is a being endowed xith
religious capacities, M\r. Harrison, like bis great
mnentor, Comte, rcadîly admits. In this paper hie
even cloqucnitly descanits on the paramount imnpor-
tanice of religion as a factor in bumnan and social life.
But bow can such a religion as the author of the

P'ositive Philosophy " suggcsts, ever comm-end itself
tohumaniiity? Ilere is its Trinity ; i, Humanity, or
Grand Etre ; 2, Space, or Grand Milieu ; and 3, the
Solar System, or Grand Fetiche, To most, this
wuuictll rather be suggestive of gross idolatry than
religion in any- intelligible sense of the word. The
ri-cigion to be constructed wFen tbe destructive xvork
of r\gnosticisi lias beeni completcd, nust bc positive,
sciCIetîic, humnan, socio,,icai. and evoiutionary7, or hiis-
toricai. Mr. Harrison is right in bis conclusion that the
human mmnd and beart recoil with infinite xveariness
f1 oi om mre negationt, hence his new systemi must be
positive, but xvhat are the great soui-strengtheniing
truths, iot novz kn.w-)vn, it xiii bc able to postulate?
ilhuoiogy, theni, is not scientific. Whoever else reco-
nîzes it as tbe QUCen Of tbe Sciences, the Positivist
xw'ill ot even admit it to be a science at ail. But we
fo rget the work of Agnosticism xvii not be complet-
cd tili thecologyý is swept out of existence, and it is
only then thiat the fair fabric of the religion of bu-
inatity wvii1 begin to arise. It must be human.
WVhat about llim who bore our griefs and carried

our sorrows,the Brother born for adversity, the Lighit
that lighiteth every iman that cometh into the xvorld ?
If the Positive l'hilosophy cati touch the profound-
est chords of the humnan soui with a more tender
anid ioving hland, satisfv its noblest aspirations more
fiiy, and inispire nobler ]ives than the faith in the
Crucified bias done tbese last eighteen centuries, it xiii
be more remnarkable than any even of the most ar-
dent votaries of Comtism blave yet imagined.

0f course Mr. Harrison assumes, what is gener-
ally taken for granted by ail sceptics, that Agnosti-
cism is em-nbraced by the great leaders of modemn
thought. That flot a fexv, especially among physical
scientists, avoxv their sympathy with religious nega-
tion is unhappily true. Indîvidual opinion, however,
in matters of religion are no authority. They are
mnercy opinions and notbing more. Because they
remnain in contented igTnorance conccrning the great-
est of ah I)robleins is no reason xvhatevur why
others should be satisfied to knoxv nothingT. It
wouid be reasonabIe to infer that these mnaster
miiids in science had laboriousiy, exhaustiveiy, and
in the open spirit of truth-seekers, endeavoured to
reachi a satistactory solution of tbe mystery of
- life, d eath and the vast forever'> before their help-
iess negation should, even by their example, be urged
on our acceptance. Hlerbert Spencer cannot rest in
Agniosticism, and luas recognized an " Infinite and
Eýternial Energy by which ail things are creatcd and

wheire. lBy James A. Harrison. (New York: Cas-
seli & Co. ; Toronto: W. J. Gage & Co.)-The Cas-
seil publishiing firm, represented by Messrs. W. J.
Gage & Co., of Toronto, issue xveekiy a standard
xvork of fiction, of xvhich AUTREFOIS is one. In the
saine " Sunshine Series " arc TEMPLE HOUSE, by
Elizabeth Stoddart, and TUIE ADMIRABLE LADY
BIDDY FANE, by Frank Barrett.

BYGONE MEMORIES AND OTIIER POEMS. By
Alexander Stewvart. With an introductory preface
by the Rcv. Alexander Macleod, D.D., Birkenhead.
(Edinburgbh: James Gemml.)-This is a genuine
contribution to the evcrgrowing poetry that gifted
singers, great and small, are continually augmenting.
Mr. Stewvart has been endowed xith the truc afflatus;
be is, withai, modest and unpretending. His songs
touch the heart, and several of his Bygone Memories
awaken pensive ecboes. He bas set a wide range
of topics, on themes toucbing various interests of
bumanity, to the music of bis meiodious verse. The
volume bas the good fortune to be introduced to the
reader by Dr. Alexander Macleod, of Birkenhead,
\vho speaks in rnost cordial and commendatory terms
of the merits of this pleasing littie volume.

TiiE TRAINING 0F TIIE TWELxE : or Passages
out of the Gospels, exbibiting the Twelvc Disciples of
Jesus under Discipline for tbe Apostlcsbip. By Alex-
ander Balmain Bruce, DUD (New York : A. C.
Armstrong & Son.)-Tbis noble xvork, tbe resuit of
scbolarly researcb and earnest and massive thought,
by the distinguishied Professor of Apologetics and
New Testament Exegesi% in the Free Church Col-
lege, Giasgoxv,, bas met with a welcome reception
xvherever it bias gone. It is a good sign tbat frivol-
ous and liit readingl (sacred and secular) is flot quite
SO universal as somec are inclined to assert. If it xvere
so, xve would flot bave tbe pleasant and agrecable
duty of noting- that this valuabie xvork bas alrcady
reached a fourtb edition, revised and imnproved.
Worthyv books, like xvorthy men, meet xith cordial
recognition.

FUTURE PROBATION EXAMI11N E1. By Rev.
William De Loss Love. ýNew York : Funk & Wag-
nalîs ; Toronto: William B3riggs.)-In this volume
the author's purpose is to disprove the dogma of after-
deatb probation. In the discussion of this subject
be takes in the stalus of infants, condition of the
becathen, intermnediate state, resurrection of the dcad,
day of judgment, destiny of the wicked, etc. As
usage determines the meaning of language, the
author bas evinced profound research in collating a
great mass of testimony, bearing on these points.
from the four folloxving sources : (i) Christ, the great
Teacher ; (2) The inspircd Apostles ; (î) Unin-
spired writers before Christ ; (4) The early Cbris-
tian Fathers. This Patristic testimony alone is well
xvorth the price of the book. The wc)rk belongs to
the realmn of dogmatic thcology, and some of its
positions are debatable. But cvery Bible student
can afford to examine both sides of so vital a question.

FAMOUS WOMELN 0F THE OLD TESTAMENT.*
13y Morton Bryan Wharton, D.D., late U. S. Consul
to Germany. (Necw York: E. B. Trcat.)-Tbe con-
tents of this popular work arc: Eve, The Mother of
the Human Famiiy; Sarah, The Mother of the
Faitbful in every age; Rebekab, Tbe Beautiful but
Deceptive Wifc ; Rachel, The Lovcly Wife of Jacob;
Miriam, The Grand, Patriotic Oid Maid; Ruth, The
Lovely, Youngit and Honoured Widow ; Deborab,
The StronY-Miinded Womnan ; Jephthah's Daughter,
The Consccrated Maiden ; Deliiah, The Fair but
Deceitful Wife; The Witch of Endor, Encbantress
of Samuel's Ghost; I-annab, The Praying and De-
voted Mother ; Abigail, The Wife of the Shepherd ;
The Qucen of Sheba, Solomon's Royal Guest;
Jezebel, The Bioody Mary of Scripture; The
Woman of Shunem, Elisba's Friend ; Esther, The
Deliverer of her People. The varied qualities, work
and offices of xvomen arc admifabiy describcd in this
book. The book abounds in startling incidents and
rich illustrations, and as a xvbolc is a beautiful por-
traiture of truc religion as inculcated and iilustratcd
by the saintly xvomen of Biblical times.

TiiE MISSIONARY REVIEW 0F TUE WORI.p.-

correspondence fromn China, Brazil, Persia, Àsia
Minor and Africa. The " Montbly Bulletin" givc s
a resum-no of the latcst nevs from the world-field. A
portrait of the Earl of Aberdeen, president of the
World's Missionary Conference, adorns the nuniber.,


