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DR. COCHRANE requests us to say that the
Mothers' and Shorter Catechisms applied for up to
date, have ail been mailed to their respective destina-
tions, and that lie wili be giad to forward to any of our
missionaries, who have flot yet applied, sucli quanti-
ties as they may require.

THE writer of the paper entitled, IlA Plea for Popu-
lar Instruction in the Evidences of Christianity," re-
quests attention to the omission in last issue, (i) of the
word Ilno," before " good," in the third line from the
bottom of the first coiumn ; and (2) of the word "if,"
before "lsucli,» in the seventh line from the bottom of
the second column.

"lTHE Waldenses and their Valys,"1 from the pen
of a valued correspondert, appears in this number of
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. Should any of our
large-hearted and generous readers be imptessed by
the painfully interesting description of the persever-
ance ,and self-sacrifice of the students attending the
Pomaret Grammar School be moved -and how can
they help being rnoved-to aid themn in their difficul-
ties, contributions for that object will be received at
THE PRESBYTERIAN cifice, and proniptly forwarded.

DURING the recent liolidays the ministerial breth-
ren have been in labours abundant, and congregations.
have been more than usually generous in expressions
of kindly appreciation of the services of their pastors.
This conclusion is forced upoD us by the immense
budget of interesting itemns received for "lOur Minis-
ters and Churches " column. Our space bas been
taxed to tlie utmost, and yet we cannot overtake a
tithe of the material kindly piaced at our disposaI.
What appears in this issue is what was first received.
In our omissions no disparagement of individuals or
congregations is for a moment impiied. Thougli we
regret inability to find space for the record of s0 many
indications of corgregational progress and kindly feel-
ing, we trust these will continue to grow and extend
throughout the Presbyterian Churcli in Canada in the
days to come.

THEPLE is flot mucli in the cry tbat the Presbyterian
form of worship gives too great a part to the preacber. li
and too littie to the people. In a Presbyterian diet ofc
worship, of an hour and a baif in length, if the sermon

are passive. Now, how mucli would be gained by re-
sporisive readings, or repetition of the Lord's Prayer
or Creed ? Many people have no particular objections
to responsive readings, but it does seem strange to
hear people who do flot take interest enough in the
public reading of the Scriptures to open their Bibles
and find the place, talking about the people flot having
a sufficient part of the service.

THERE lias been mucli earnest discussion lately in
the American religiaus journals about tlie falling off in
church attendance among our neiglibours. It is now
admitted on ail hands that there is a falling off. Many
causes are mentioned. Dr. Taimage says the princi-
pal cause is pulpit humdrum. The New York
1'Evangelist," in an able and thouglitful, article, attri-
butes the diminished numbers to a diminished sense
of duty. Half a century ago people were znoved vastly
more by a feeling of duty than in these days. The senti-
ment of obligation ran tlirough ail human life, especially
Christian life. This feeling carried ail respectable and
religious classes to churcli. Now, says the "Evange-
list," people are flot moved so mucli by the feeling of
obligation as by that of interest and pleasure. They care
less for what is riglit than for what is attractive. The
pulpit lias to face a new set of difficulties, and on new
ground. Many people say in effect : We will flot go
to churcli from a sense of duty-we must be drawn,
attracted in some way. There are few city or town
ministers in this part of Canada who have flot been
called upon to face this difflcuity to a greater or less
extent. They may flot have been able to define it as
well as the " Evangelist l does, flot having sCCfl 50
mucli of it, but they know there is some serious diffi-
culty. There is no use in standing to one side and
denouncing tbis characteristic of the age. It must be
met in some way if we are to hold our own.

THE alieged attempt of a Chicago minister to de-
liver Taimage's lecture on " Grumbier & Co.," lias set
ail the papers to writing about piagiarisni. Apart
from the immorality of the transaction, any man that
wouid try to steal that lecture ouglit to be discipiined
for bis stupidity. The lecture, as those of our readers
who heard it will remember, is largely a bundle of an-
ecdotes, most of them rather good as Taimagq tells
tbem. That any sane man could hope to string them
together as Talmage did, and deliver them without
detection, aimost surpasses belief. Happily, there is
littie plagiarismn in Canada. In fact, extensive plagiar-
ism is an impossibility, unless sermons are read. The
man who continually asserts that lie heard this or that
or the other minister preach one of Guthrie's or Spur-
geon's sermons word for word, nearly always tells
falsehoods. Not one minister in a hundred cou/l do
that, even if he were wicked enougli to try. A man
must have almost a miraculous verbal memory to de-
liver a whoie qermon flot lis own. If a preacher can
make a sermon at ah, lie can make one of lis own
with one-tentli the labour tliat. would be needed to,
commit another mian's to memory. If sermons are
read, liowever, there may.be labour saved by a plagiar-
ist. Ail lie need do is copy and read. We don't bc-
lieve there is even much of that donc in Canada. As
regards the great majortty of tliose who do not read,
plagiarism is an impossibility. We venture to say
there are flot twenty ministers in our Churcli that
could commit two sermons a week from a work, even
if tliey tried, and do their other work.

THEt Life of the Hon. George Brown, recently pub-
lislied, turnishes another striking illustî-ation of tlie
unspeakabie value of splendid bodily liealth to a public
man. The amount of labour tliat the deceased states-
man couid get tlirougli in a day is something marvel-
lous. The number of hours that lie could labour with-
out test seemn incredulous to a man of ordinary working
power. To write until two or tliree in the mornlng

preaclier seems like tempting providence." The fact
reniains, liowever, that fine physical powers hlp a
minister inimensely. With mind and body working
well the preacher gains a mastery over lis audience
that can neyer be secured by an invalid. A weak
voice, a liollow chest, a thick utterance, a feeble gen-
eral appearance are sad drawbacks to al«preaclier's
power. Do ministers sî'fficiently realize how mucli a
healhy bodily organism is worth ? A Saturday after-
noon spent in toning up the physical man, and a long
sound, refreshing sleep on Saturday night are among
the best preparations for a good day's preaching.
Sermons finished at twelve o'clock Saturday niglit are
far more likely to kilI the preaclier than kill sin.

A COMMITTRE ON CORNERS.

SN times of business prosperity there are many per-
I.sons controlling money who induige in reckless

speculation. The lessons iearned from depression
are soon forgotten, and tliey are eager to make their
pile whule the opportunity lasts. Safe and legitirnate
trading are metliods much too slow for those that
make haste to be rich. Cautious adlierence to under-
stood principleF governing commerce are considered
old fogyish, while daring ventures are to be preferred
for their dash and brilliancy. It matters not that they
risk their own business existence, still less does it
matter that their gain is certain lpss to many others.
The maxim, "After us the deluge," is good enough
for them. Canada, týough flot a stranger to booms of
various kinds, is not so familiar wiîli corners and
futures as our neighbours to the south of us are. No
cornering of any magnitude in New York or Chicago
but lias resulted in wide-spread ruin to many people
foolish enougli to embark inl 50 perilous an enterprise.
The miachievous results of stock-gambling have
awakened a considerabie amount of questioning in the
public mmnd. Wliat practical good may couic out of
this agitation is, as yet, uncertain. Meanwhie a Sen-
atonial committee lias for some time been sitting in
New York, eliciting what facts and opinions seem
desirable to throw liglit on this peculiar species of
commercial transaction. The chief operators on Wall
Street bave given thier testiniony, and in several cases
it lias thrown liglit on other things besides the sub-
jects under immediate consideration.

it sens that according to most of the experts ex-
amined, stock gamblinig is flot an unmixed evil. This
conclusion, liowever, appears to be arrived at mudli
on the same principle Iliat Burns found it in bis heart
to say a good word for the Evil One Being a great
railway magnate, Jay Gould said lie was familiar with
'raking corners in stocks, and also witli dealing in
railway stocks. The systemn of corners does not injure
transpo rtion interests, as it makes larger markets.
On the whoie, liethouglit, ithlelps. It gives producers
better prices, and men wbo make corners lose. The.
consumer may pay more, although the speculators
suifer. A corner engincered in Chicago two years
ago is reported to have caused the loss of millions.
William H. Vanderbilt was a littie more explicit in lis
condemnation of the bulis and bears of Wall Street,
thougli naturally enougli le did not look on their
operations as whoily evil. Perliaps thc most note-
worthy testimony was that given by Henry Ward
Beedlier. h sceus lis political econoniy is getting
about as badly tnixcd as bis tlieology. The old-
fashioned priniciple of supply and demand has for him
apparentlv'receded into the region of moonshine. In
answer to the question, " What ouglit to regulate the
standard price of.all commodities-the ordinary laws
of supply and dernan d?"Ilihe answered :

'«No, sir: I don't think that that regulates ItL It is thequalily and flot the quantity of brain force used in the pro.
duction. That is the fundainental reason. The producta
that can be produced with the least thought are the lowest
in prile ; things that require the most thought, or a com-
binatîol, of thouglit or skill, are of the highest value, and
the law cf prices is tIc law of brains. "
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