
TUE KNl.-GfTS TFIMPLA 11S..

[Fromn the London Spectator.]

WREt chivairous courage of the Knights-
Týcn1plari' anti the reinote scenies ii: which
it was displayed-the mixture in their siin-
gular order of the soîlier and the priest-
the mysterious accusations agrainst themi,
jlîe -tidden destruction of their body wheu
ln apparent vigour, and the cruel rate of
the Templar chiefs -possess the cleien ts
of romnance in the bighest degrec ofwhich
poets and novelists have îmot been slow ta
!ival themselves. Popular literature li~as
thus addled aldeeper inherest to that wlvhch
wns in its own nature mysterious or romani-
tic, but uit the expense of accurate 1(uowv-

.Iedge. A goocl history or the Kuights-
Teauplars is still a desideratumn in litera-
turc ! aithougli a series of public documents
nnd rnany routemporary histo rianis, G rock
Latin anîd Oriental, furislb inaterials for «i
çojilous vieil' of their character and creer.

The order of the Templars origioated
in the commencemenc ofthe tvelfcl cen-
tury ; long before its close they had reach-
cd the acîne of their reputation and power
Poth of which itimediati-ly began to tie-
dline. After various vici:isitudes of fort une,
in which the i11 predoinlnned, Acre, the
last of Christian fortresses in Palestine,
,wasivrestecl fromi the inilitarv ortlers, lu
1291. In 1308 Philip of France began his
persecution of the Templars ; and in 1312
their existence ivas formally aboIlied hy
the Pope.

The suidden rise and tho sudden fail of
the Temnplars tire not an anonly, tint na-
tural. At their first instituition they were not
enly usefuil, but necessary. The 11 phre.n-
sy of the CrLsadles,"-or to speak more
gruly the eager awakening of the E 'uropean
niind, taking a religilons direction on1 its
jfirst excited outhrepk, poured znyriatls of
pilgriîns upion Palestine. But the Chris.
tian kingdxottn tif Jru.-alctii vvts. a nominal.

iitgdoml ; the fiulk of the population was
roreiirn ; several strongh>lds of a strong,
country wvere i.n hostile bauds, iind tIse ter-
ritory wvns surrounded by the armies of the
Caliph, or the predatory hordes of the Be.
doinl. The estitblislirmen t ofr n ordcr iras
hailedl with enithusizisrn, mhich flattere<l the
î,re<iices tind] proinised to supîsly a press-.
iiug want of' înaukind, hy iiiidertaktiug- the
'lefence of the Temple taud the Sel.ulchre,
ats Well as the protection of the devotees
t-,,ho thronged ta Jorusaleim But the
Templars were not nnly use-fui by protect-
iiig fronilth Hiclfidiels the pillgrims %'ho
journeyed tu, the Holy Sepulcbre, and tha;
in the mode of a spsiritual kniight-errntrty,
or miounted police. It mnay be questioned.
wvhether the profounlost policy could have
fi amed on) institution better adupteil to tIse
occupation and defeuce of Palestin-. The
mnass of.<ur%-iviiug Crusadlers iieversettlcd
iu tise couuitr3 it was stili possessed lsy
the original inhabitants ; sa that no native
ror-ce could have been ritiseti for its de-
feuce. No secuilar power, tnuch lcss ise'
lsetty prinsces wvho resnained in the U1oly
Lillit, coulil hare raiseà a regvlar arniy
froin Europe. But this wvns easy so tIse
Templars. The exatnple of the R1oib
Cburchi gave the corporation a reccived
mode of acquiringe imnsnuse w'atain ove.
1-3 Christiati country, the nsilitnr-y charsc-
toi of Hlie institution opened its rauiks totse
most fies-y spirits, %vithout depriving it of
the gifts of the feeblest and inost devoita,
celibacy sccured its miemrbers from iudivi-
dual or fatnily abjects, and the vow of'
tobedieisce"l r.as a incans of disciplino
%which nio other army of that, titne cotald
niakeî the least approach to. Whilst the
liead quarters oi the order ivere nt Pales-
tille, is different estates and establishmens
throu-ghout Christesîdoin wcre flical trc-t-


