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THE POWER AND INFLUENOE OF THE PRESS.
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stood peering solemnly through his speota-
cles, ta sce that the coremony was duly per-
formed.  All things boing in readiness, the
stoutest coustable tuok the cat-o-nine-tails,
and brought them heavily across the naked
back of the vietim. A¢ overy Llow, Jerry
Jumped and soremned, so that ho might have
been heard well nigh a wile.  When the
twenty blows were counted, and the cere-
mony was onded, ho was loosed from his
confinement, and told that he wight go.
He put on his gavments, with a sullen but
subdued air, and without stopping to pay his
respects to the court, or even to bid any one
zood bye, hio stralghtencd for homo as fast as
he could go.

Murs. Guttridge met him at the door, with
n kind and pitcous look, and asked him if
they bhad hurt bim.  He made uo reply, but
pushed along into tho house. There he
found the table set, aud well supplied, for
dinner; for Mrs. Guttridge, partly through
the kinduces of Mr. Fricr, aud partly from
her own exertions, had wapaged to ¢ pick
up something” that served to moko quite a
comfortable menl. Jeriy ato his dinner in
silence, but his wifo thought be manifested
more tenderness and less selfishness than she
had kuown him to exhibit for years; for
instend of appropriating tho most aud the
best of tho foud to himself, ho several times
placed fair proportions of it upon the plates
of his wife and each of the children.

The next morning, before the sun had
dried the dew from the grass, whoever passed
the heying-field of Mr. Mat. Frier, might
have beheld Jorry Guttridge busily at work,
shaking out the wet hay to the sun; and for
amonth afterwards, the passer-by might bave
scen him, every day, early and late, in that
and the adjoining ficlds, o perfect pattern of
industry.

A chaunge soon became perceptible in the
condition and circumstances of his family.
His house began to wear more of an air of
comfort, outside and in. His wife improved
in health and spirits, and little Bobby became
a fat hearty boy, and grew like a pumpkin.
Aund years afterwerd, Mrs. Guttridge was
heard to sny, that *>somehow, ever since
that "ere tolal, Mr. Guttridge's natur’ secemed
to be cntirely changed!”

D e _memmd
Lacoxic.—From a French wife to
her absent husband :—* Je vous écris
parceque je nai rien 1 faire. Je
finis parceque je n'ai rien 2 dire.”
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FOR THE LIFE BOAT.
@he Power ook Suflwence of he
Jhrom,

DY “MURDOCK"—~A YOUTH.

Though many centucles have passed over
the grave of Lawronce Keostor, still his
namo Is cherished and revered by millions of
human beings, Nor can this be wondered
at when it is romembered that, next to reli-
gion, tho art of printing has conferred more
veal benefits on the world thun auvy other
discovery—anoient or modern, .

The moment that this invention becnmo
circulate:d and understvod, man—who had
hitherto been sunk in the lowest depths of
ignoranuce and depravity—bogan to assume
the exalted sphere for which he was created ;
and progressively, though gradually, he con-
tinued to rise, until he had attained his pre-
sont happy stato of civilization, enlighten-
ment aud humnnity. Knowledge, too, soon
commenced to bo diffused abrond ; and, since
then, has kept steadily incroasing amongst
all classes of soclety. Books, at one thne
the hoarded trcasures of a few, are now the
priceless gems of many . so that the poorest
man has thus afforded him equnl factlitics ns
the wealthiest, for obtaining general educa-
tiou : the rich strecams of classic lore, or tho
more practical (and therefore moro desirable)
learniug of this utilitarian nge, are open to
both.

Truly the people of the nincteenth century
have cause to bo thankful for the many
chanucls, opened up by this wonderful art,
through which valuable, nay indispensable,
information may be acquired almost gratui-
tously! Docs any one require proof of this
—reference need only be made to the uoble
Literary ané Scientific Institutions, with
their well-selected Libraries, every where to
be fouund; to these DMagazines published
monthly, at prices to suit the packets of every
individunl ; but more especially to that
mighty agent of improvement—the Neis-
paper Press—which, possessing the numerous
advantages of the others combined, is better
adapted for the requirements of those three
great sources of a people’s prosperity or bap-
piness—the Merchant, Agriculturist and
Mechanic.

«t The invariable objects of the Press,” to
use the comprehensive words of Knox,
s have been to enhghten the understanding of
mankind, toexalt and improve their nature ;
to preserve and vindicate their »ights as men,
and {cach them to pay no implicit obedience

but to Truth, to Reason, to Conscience, and
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