
3:38 MORALITY AND THE GOSPEL.

Now does Mr. Le Sueur mean seri-
ously to say that, in a prof essed revela-
tion, it is no evidence of truth that it
purifies or ennobles the moral life of
those who receive it 1 Is it no0 reason
for thinking,- Christ divine that Hie
opens my eyes and ears to moi-al truth,
and makes me, atleast relatively, a good
man?1 Can practical truth and goodness
spring froui systematic fraud or insane
blundering and self-sufliciency ? Will
Mr. Le Sueur impeach the structure
of the universe to such an extent as to
maintain that ? And> if he will, wbat
guarantee bas be in such a universe
for the fixity of law, or the conditions
of happiness, or indeed for anything
else except wbat Milton calîs ' con-
fusion worse confounded. Thiere is
eitber a rational congruity in the uni-
verse, or there is not. If there is riot
science, philosophy, and in fact human
thinkixîg, in general aie a rnelancboly,
or (as Rine c dîls them) ' wliiimsical,'
folly, according to our nîood ; if thiere
is, i.t becomes blankly incredible that
a teaching' wbich puts tlîe crowîî of
nobleness on man' s moral nature, and
that in the direct proportion in whichi
hie $incereiy receives it, should be a
fabrication or a dream. Àii-ong( the

eontradictory incoxncei vables,' With
wlncli we are somietines 1)uzzled, tins
is, to sonie of ns, the most coiitradie-
tory and inconceivabile of all.

Nýow observe, thils is not an ' ap)1 eal
to man's interests' at all, but onlv an
atternpt to find a chie to truth. We
are told that an appeal to nian's in-
terests is 'not right, and even ' fia-
grantly wrong.' froin whichi it seeins
to follow tlîat the u1ilitarian nîorality
mnust be a very wicked thing, since it
is an appeal to rnan's interests from
first to last. I do not oppose the
îîtilitarian seheme of morals, thoughi
I think it imperfect, and in need of
certain supplementary i'leas. Bat it
seems a little strange that those wbo
thiaik a thing certainly riyht because
it tends to, the good of humanity,
should flid it so dificutit to admit that
a similar tendency is any ground at all

for believing, an alleged doctrine to, be
true. Are truth and goodness, wbich
have been commonly thought of as in
close relation to each other, to be re-
garded after ail as utterly alien, if not
conipletely opposed ? If so, the world
of thought is in ' unstable equilîbrium'
with a nieaning very serions.

Mr. Le Sueur writes as thoughi
those who fear for thie future of mor-
ality, if its religious supports be taken
away, were anxioîîs to undernîine the
other grounds on which it rests. Not
so. They only wish to show tbat who-
ever alleges these grounds for believ-
ing, in niorals nauist in consistency go
furtber. You are lopping off certain
boughs f rom a tree. I sec that you are
unconsciously biewing at the bough on
wbichi you are yourself standing, and
I cail out to yotu to stol). \Vhereupon
you cry :' Rascal, wby can't you leave
nie iii safety 1 You -want nie to fal
amîd be killed.' No, 1 do not. What
I want you to do is to consider what
you are clîopp>ing at, that you inay îlot
fail. Lt is you, not 1, who are de-
stroying thie conditions of stability.

Mucb of whiat Mr. Le Sueur has
written is devoted to showing that
there is no connection between the
principles of miorals and what is called

relir'ion.' Now, as 1 (Io not wîsh to
argue in thie dark, I nimust as'k what is
religion? I t appears to mie that reli-
gion1 is a humian quality or sentiment,
whicbi ray attacli itself to anythinig,
an A frican fetisb , Cointe's preparatiofl
of bis dead iiistress' biauds, Mr. Spen-
cel's 'Unkn-iowaleI,' or 'Our Father
whichi is in heaven.' Wbat religionl

Ido wve meani 1 It is pretty clear that
Mr. Le Sueur would have us think of

the Gospel, or, at any rate, the facts
and l)rincil)les revealed in the Hebrew
and Christian Scriptures. Is there
no connection between these and hU11
man goo(lness 1 llow anybody ea.

think so, when hie cani buiy a Bible for

a few cents, and read it for himself, Io

one of those astonishing inteliectual
phieno,.mena which seem to defy

ilaw. What is it that is done for
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