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falt. Ili the tie or bcreaveinenît, phillo-
soplically It ls littie mlore tia IL co-
rollary to the doctrine of Iiiuortality.
And the Sadducees aibove ail t]îings
piirded tlesl on 1 belzîg 1)1i110801>i-
cal. It Is nio Wonder tlîcîi tlîait they feît
ie tiervo of tlle question had bocît

touced Nvlîun lie îroved t0 theni froîîî
the Seripturos thet reaillty o! a future
life.

At Iir-st SIglit lt inlay seei :In 1îunazlng11
tlin thait tliey ha.~i ive been table
to ovcrlook the passages In tlic OId
Testamîient Scriptures reltlxîg. to tixe ful-
ture life and Io the unseen worlù. But
lu 1vcallt.Y tlîey are not very. nluincrouis-
not liearly so nuxulleruis, as onue mliglît
e-xpect. Eren illese few rather imlply
tintan state the doctrinie, and comxpara-
tively littie is made of any considera-
flous r'wxfroin Ille future life as iiîo-
tive; to present duty. or as consolations--
xîîx<lr Tu-sent trouble. The future life
ciai hiardly be said to have bulked vory
largely in Itle failli of flic Pharisees or,
Of the mlass of the people w-hIo accepted
iL. Under thxe influence o! sceptical
xuaterilistic bias, it was a comiparattive-
1]y e8OSy tlng to explain aN-ay ahl the
passages t1iat Iooked in the direction of
a conisclons future *state. espeeially if.
ais sonie unaintalîx. they aickio,,,led-ed
only flhe Penta1teuCi a8 flic aliiloritafive
standiard of doctrine. I hiaye uxyseîf
hearui .L Woldf-be reliegiolus lede lo
Clainîced fo lhave m:îny followers, uxuler
thue influence of a certain bias, vIlrtually
inaint.iài that tlîer.ý is no clear refer-
ence io th.c future life Ili the New Testa-
muent, nior any tpp)ea-l f0 duty bascdl imp-
on the etermal realities involred. The;
f.4culty- for nisunidcrs,-tand(iin nd nmis-
Intorpreting is a very large onue lu soute
quarters, and -%re iîeed not bu sui-priscd
*nt tlie Saddueees persuading tmensclves
that fliere '%vas no clear uvîdonce of Ilhe
existence of a1 coniscols statue after
deatx.

2. The otiier difficult- Is somnewlnt
more serions, InvolvIng as It dees thxe
question of flie îalldify o! our Lord's
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Illctlod of iuterl)l*tilig the 01<1 Testa-
ment SerIptures. It rather shocks ouels
revereuce for lits autlîority as al teacher,
to be told fltt, lîoiever truc t11e doc-
truIe, tlils tirguîîîcnt for It Is iiotlhuîg« but

rinibbiîîletl s0l)liisiti--niot to Ibu regard-
ed tus failr exegesis iut ill, but ouly a
sort of aigîîuîtm:d hîominem. ?lr
ti neaui's sta teîunt Is iore mloderate
Itaî thait of Strauss, :îlread<y referr2d to.
1le represuîîts It as ai " 1lea charaicterls-
tic of mi expanding- thloughit %vliieli liad
to extort tic truith It cra.vcdl by strug-
gi11g %vith a text it Coula net change."
But tlîis does iiot liellp inatters3 very
muciih, for it stili leaves uls iii the dis-
ii-reuble necessity of supposilig tinit
ChlrIst did violenee 10 the %y.ords of
sacred w~rit ln order to inake a point
aiginist Rits questioîîers. Hie is too free
frouî sutcb a tcndeuey everywlîcre dIsu
t() imke tiait suggestiton a natural 0110
here. Eîu.illy miisa t isf.ictoryv is Aleir-
.111der's xuuethod of Cuittiîîg the knot by
uîaintainiug tlî:ît it mias iiot iecant to bc
*in :argument at ail, but an autîtorita-
tive statînent of tixe trutli. Ir tixat -were
the case, it %V.I. Surcly a1 :olnflusing
tlîing to put It ln hIe formn of au argu-
mxent, and expet Ille sîldd(uCces tb ho
.onlvhîced( by it. One feeels thalt tixere
must t. .Sou worthler solution ton
eîtiier of tîtese.

Onie or two observationîs may heilp to
ear UIl way for ai truer view.
It znay bc couceded at the outset that

our Lord*s argumnent as liere givon is
cfJL :z kind tliat -%vas likely to :îppeal to
the Rabl>inical nniînd. ln fact, wvc finid
ijideui argument urgced by Rabbi
MaîzaiIssel Bein lsirael l bis truatise ou
the resurrection. It is no doubt adoptefl
by hlmi froin a. Christian source, but ln
vicW Of thc .Tewlsh Ilostility to evcry-
tliig Chiristian, hie wôuId hiardly hatve
dloue so ulclss hie Ilad foît that it '%Vas

astrong argument %vliiell w.as too, good
Io bc overlookcd, whatever its origin.
The Rabbis w'ere fond 0f seeing. recon-
dite xneanings iii al Seripit-tre sa3'yings,
:tuîd excrcised a good deal of Ingenuity


