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flhei even for a short tinme. As long as lie can comipete w~itli
thc Iatest burlesque actor lie %vill draw, bccause it 15 clieaper
ta be amnused iii the church than à"i thc nmusic hall.

Thiere is another kind of seidsationalismi %vhicli is equally
harmful, namiely, that w~hich is produced by perfervici appeais
to, the feelings,loud shoutiiîg and ail the paraphiernalia of the
ancient camp meeting jained- iith thie iiiodern featurc of pros-
tration. Onie need not believe withi a pious Plymîouth Brother
of my acquaintance, that the last nam-ed manifestation is due
ta, the power of the dcvii, in orcler tlo be convinced of its baneful
-resuit. A constant craving for nnhealthy excitement in reli-
grious worship is as.injurious to true spiritual life as the desire
for grotesque humor, or for startlinig, whimisical, and bizarre
,effects. It is truc tlîat the perception of thc full import of
i evealed trutli and its bearine un the eternal destiny of the
soul must be accomipanied witly a higli degree of aroused feed-
ingy But tiiis is a very different thiing froni seeking ta stir
special agitation by artificial. nîans, and cultivating a taste for
the constant intoxication of excitenient whicli finds the ordin-
ary duties of hife, irksone, and longs for flhc evcnixîg hour or
thc Sabbath meeting in which it can plunge again into thec
cxl;ilarating w'hirl and forget t9-he prosaic routine of service.

It is to be feared that prohibition and questions of moral
reforni have too oftcn secularized flic tone of preaching. In
the hcat of a political contest on these inatters, speeches arc
delivcrcd iii the pulpit w'h.lichi oughit to be .reserved for the
hnustings. The tender conscienc~e of a good mian feels -after-
wards that there wvas an incongruity bet-ween the place and the
thenie, betiveen divine purpose of the pulpit and the nse zo
w'bichi it %vas that day supplied. Thc preachier Iimiself aiten
feels humiliatcd and is willing ta confcss that lie lias sinned.
No anc is more canîpetent tha-a Ji ta -ulidcrstand that a icu'
ivords of introduction, connectingy flc subject iii a loase wvav

-with sane sacrcd text, and a fewv pions reflections at the close.
-will, fot raise an exhibition of flic iniqulities af " Mowat, Hardy

&Co..' ta the digiiity af a truc sermion.
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