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last brilliant -failure, Se- f uIly entitie8 him
te.

JAPAN.

A new stamnp of the value of 4 sen bas been
iidded te the present series of thie country.
The design le inainly the saine as that of the
current series ; the celerise Rose.

ST. L4UCIA.

Tie baud, St. Lucia 6 pence, printed in bathi
briglit and duil violet. Pi'esent issue.

ITALY.

Better late than never." It is said that thie
Mediterranean land is about to treat itself te
a pair o! postal carde ; te be presented te its
zubjecte on the birth of 1874. Yellow and
rose are the respective colore; but -while the
former dees duty as a deliverer eimply, ita
mate wîll bear a reply te the sonder.

BOLIVAR.

We have the pleasure of being the first te
itroduce tie nerv set of stamps-for this miner
Republie. The design consista9 of the arins.ef
Newv Granada in circle surrounded by inscrip-
tion ESTADO SODERANO DE. BOLivAR; nuineral
of value in angles; COXUtEO DF.L ESTADO,
above; value expressed in worde, belov. Oit
(lit, that they were issueci in July. The values
and colore are:

5 centavos, blue; 20 êentavoe, green;
10 do mauve; 80 do red;

iniperforated; col. imp. on white.

A bill bas been prepared for the restoration
of the franking privilege and the free transit
of newspapers tlirough the mails.- Wïscon.sin
&atc Jolil(.

Evidently the abolition of the above-naxned
privilêge is net exactly te the tastes o! our
offlce-loviig neiglibours. It is te be hoped
bowever that the newsystem, will receive a fair
consideratien at their bande, before denounced
s ixnpracticable, or the old one restored, s
apon its success or failure, te a certain dogrme,
depende its introduction into other couintrica,
no~r su.ffering under thie giat impositiàn.ý

U .9fm lt5 fer 'goung *in~b 010 Coller.
tdrz un tbe Uttrangemmnt ouf tbeir

The abject o! my present paper is te give
the collec-tors o! America the results of a long
experience in Stamp collecting, chiefly witx
reference te the cheice af an album, and the
niaunting of' specimiens tlîerein. There are se
many collectors just beginning now, but whlo
do net k-now how te niake a start, and se mny
who are desirous. af re-arranging their collee-
tions,.tliat a word or twe te them will net be
out of place.

The firet difUiculty of intending collecters is
te decide upeni wliat album they Nvill use. It
is very undesirable that they ebould. begin in a
blauk book, as then tbey have ne means of
guidance, and the book wilI soon be filled with
the werthIes2i fcrgeries with which the market
is flooded, and ini nine cases eut o! ten they
weuld give up celilecting in disgust as soon as
thse chsaracter ef tiseir Most higlly prized epee-
imens was discovered. The best album te
commence with that we have seen is Scott'e
49Cemmen Sense " work It is much more
correct than Most printed albums; its arrange-
ment is Mest simple, and it excludes ail -va-
rieties, whieb, te the new beginner, are only a
source of annoyance. Ilaving now obtained
his cage, the collecter mauet pracecd to catch
the bird ; that is te say, he must look eut for
semething te put inte bis album. The best
plan is te get two or three packets o! the
commenest used stamps, those seld by the
respectable Euglieh dealors being generally
the cheapeot, and with these te make bis Sir8
attempte at mnounting-. It weuld be well net
te purchase any rare or unused etampe at irst
as, through inexperlence,.many specimens wrnl
be injured, this will net matter muci 'with
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