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OR, THE TRUE WITNESS.

b

tion, vir: thal all Who have named lho"Cbmt.—-Rom. 14: 10,

patae of Christ, &helhiér Teithful or uli.

faithd), must bs jidged, Jesus teachos
that lho kingdom of hoaven islikenet unto
a cortald kidg that would take acoonnt of)
A detiants, Matt 181 23, Comparo this
passego with Rom, 14: 12, * Byery ono
of s must must givo an account of him-
sclf to God,® Thoe scrvants of tho king
are thoso who servo tho Lord Christ, Col.
3: 24, Thoy eannot recoive the rowsrd
of tho inheritance till the striot account is
taken of them,

In Luke 19; 15, whon the nobleman re-
turns from tho far country, he aalls his
scrvants beforo hilm to whom hie had given
money. This is a soono aftor he reccives
the kingdom, therofore cannot apply to the
present time.

Paul teaches that a trying day awaits all
tho candidates for immortality who profess
to build upon the foundation, even Jesus
the Anointed. 1 Cor. 3: 13. In the day
when God sholl judge the scarots of man
bchsus Christ according to my Gospel
Rom. 2: 16. Fvery man’s work shall be
wnade manifest, for tho day shall declare it,
and reveal tho oharacter of every man's
work ; therefora uo reward oan bo conferr-
ed on any till they have passed through
this fiery ordeal,

Again, Paul teaches that the Lord will
come, and will bring to light the hidden
things of darkness, aud will make manifest
the counscls of the heart, and what follows ?
Then shall crery man have praiscof God.
1 Cor. 4: 7. Thisisan orderin theevents
couwmcerated,

First—The Lerd will come,

Sccond—Will bring certain things to
light; theso aro the counsels of the heart,

Third—Then praise is awarded.

This is in harmony with Rom, 16: 12,
¢ So then cvery ono of us must give an ac-
count of himscll to God.”  When will this
account be rendered 2 It cannot be dur-
ing the present lifo, for our probation docs
not cod til! death, When we begin to
serve the Master our probation begins,
Sinners of the Geotiles are not on proba.

ion. A probationer is one who has been
received on trial,  When this trial cnds,
bic is then, if approved, placed in the of-
fico for which ho has proved himself
worthy by trial,

Tho brido of Jesus is mow on trial,
Her fidelity is now tested. But this can-
not bo said of any other class but those
who have been- cspoused. to the Master,

As tho account cannot. bo rendered till
probntnon cnds ; tho 2cndermg of an no-
count of every one of us is still'in the fu.
ture, The place whero this account wiii

For what par-
pose do wg appear at thls judgment scat ?
That cach may reccivo through the body
! (dliat taut gomator) tho things which ho has
dono whether good or evil.

Dat wwhat follows from the admission of
this important truth 2 Eridently that tho
dead appear not at the judgment soat in
incorruptible bodies. As heforo remarked,
to bring up the suints from the gravo ini-
mortal, and then require their attendanco
there, is no better, in principle, than the
popular notion of sending wen to heaven,
and aflerwards judging them.  Why con-
fer on tho saints an incorruptible nature
and then roquire their attendance at the
judgment seat, in order to dctermine
whether they aro worthy of 20 great a boon
ornot? A future judgment and a coming
out of tho gravoe incorruptiblo can nover
bo reconciled,  Qno or the other must be
renounced.  But wo eannot renounce the
judigment and bo loyal to tho truth, there-
foro wo are compelled by tho forco of
truth and consisteney to diseard the no-
tion of nn cmerging from tho carth in an
incorruptible nature,

But Paul’s toaching in relation to the
mode of putting on of immortality re-
fjuires n wortal body of flesh at the time
of resurrection and judgment in order to
have the lifo of Jesus manifested in our
wortal bLody, 1in Romans 8% {1, he
tezches that the Spirit of Jim who raised
up Jesus from the dead shall quicken your
MORTAL vobiEs. We ask what is to be
quickened? Ans, A mortal hody. DBut
dust is not a mortal body ; dust is not in-
corruptiblo; and tho only way this serip-
ture can be fulilled is for God to re-organ-
izo the bodics of the saints out of the dust
of the ground, breathe into their nostrils
the breath of life, and after they have be-
come living souls, quicken them into un-
ending cxistence.  Further, Paul teaches,
1Cor. 15: 63-54, that this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortul
must put on immortality, But according
to the theory of an imumnortal emergence
from the grave, whore, wo ask, is there a
corruptible or a mortal to put on th---
qualitics? Again ho teaches in tho same
chapter, wo shall pot all slecp but we
SUALL ALL BE CHANGED. Changed from
what? From a mortal nature to oo im-
mortal one.

To sct this matter at rest he says 2
Cor. 4: 10, the lifo of Jesus shall be made
manifest in our body, in our mortal flesh.
A mortal body, flesh, is required in order
to have this lifo of Jesus manifested.
Then shall these bodies of humil{ation (to
soma lees tapcmo:eo:) be changcd and bo-

bo rendered’is called the judgment scat of

gomo conformed to the ‘pody of the Bo-

deomer's glory, thea the saiat alter having
judgment pasecd on him, shall cat of the
treo of lifo in tho midat of the Paradise of
God.

Beforo.wo concludo thls arliclo we must
notice an objection drawn forin Pauls
writings agninst tho views we have beon
presenting,  Acocording to the English
version of Paul's words ¢ tho dead aro
raised incorruptible,” 1 Cor. 16 52,

Wo would inform the mero English
vender that the word employed in the New
Testament, to denoto a rising up orcoming
iuto lifo is *aunstasis or anastes,’” but in
the text already cited, it is uot hoi nekroi
anasiceeoutai, the dead onos shall stand
up incorruptible, but Aoinckroi egerthee
sontai aphthartoi, the dead oncs shall be
raiscd or built up incorruptible. We find
the samo word in John 2: 19, 20, the
words ¥ rear it up,” are represented in tho
Greek by “cgereis,” tho same word em-
ploycd by Paul to ropresent the raising up
or raising iuto an incorruptible aature, the
wortal body. Daul refess to a building, 2
Cor. 3: 1, and this building is raiscd up
incorruptible,

But ahouse or building docs not spring
up instantancously, The foundations aro
first 1aid, then tho superstructure goes on
till the building is complete, So with the
immortal man, there is a process in fashion-
ing bis body. It is first formed out of
dust as Adam's body; but this is not its
birth, or being born of the Spirit. That
isan ofter affair. Thisground body is made
alive and its former history again stamped
on the'sensorium of the brain, the individ-
ual remembers all the past, and in this
state of newly awakened consciouszess ap-
pears beforo the judgment seat, and renders
his account to the Judge of all, If this
account is well rendered, then the individ-
ual's name is confessed before the Father
and his holy angels, and he cnters into
the joy of tho Lord, If the account ren-
dered shows that tho iandividual sowed
only to tho flesh, that is, walked after the
flesh, then he is condemoed to reap corrup-
tion and death, to bo hurt of tho second
;lcuth, from which thero is no roturning to
ife,

Bat tho judgment has no terrors to those
whose lovo is perfeot, 1 John 4: 17, Such
bavo boldacss or confidenco in tho day of
judgment, To them thero is no condem.
nation.

Wo think this view of the mattor egsco. .
tial to a healthy atato of moral or spiritnal
life, There aro saints like thoss in' Sardis.
who had a name to live but were.dead, -
Let us avoid such a siats es this, if wo.

would not ho put to shame at tho judgment, ..
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