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man departed. IlA tbousand fortunes gene at
a single blow."

"l Ay, and the poor peoil ýi libas miued,"
returncd the other ; "lthat is stili worse to tbink
about 1 The widows and the uncouscieus orpliauïs,
on some ef wbomn, perhaps, it were botter tîjat
the bouse itself biad talion, like the walls of
Joniche, and spared thorm the ilîs te corne."

No weudcr the crowd wss sad and sulent. IL
wss leoking upon the muin of a bundred happy
bousehelds, and on wbat would for the future bc
but a splendid monument te commernorato the
"lbotter days" that they hsd known. The very
sight of it seemed tor decide sorne Wbo were
debating about the propriety et letting tlîcir
meney lie ivhere iL was, for tbcy walkçed bastily
away te join the crowd that tvas bcvieging tbe
neighbouring bank. Lombard Street itselt vas
tveil-nigh impassable ; net, inideed, fîom the
Panie, se mucli as frem the throug who, likeo
myseif, bad coeo t look at iL ; and ever and
anen, ns some quiet brougbarn, with steady coun-
try ceachman, dreve up te the batik door, with
a frightened-loking lady fer its occupant, ner-
vously clutcbiug lber cheque-book, the crewd
would give a great eheer te reassure bier, nnd
another wlion she came eut with bier noncy and
a beaming face. Once, tee, a trernendous sheut
rang forth as a cab, gnarded by policemen, drove
slowly up, and certain bcavy packagres were car-
ried inte the tbrcateued bouse, for WCe ail knew
that iL was gold. That was what aIl such
lieuses prayod for on that day. JIow the îboer
eld lady in Tbreadneedle Street wvas impor-
tuned and worried for those four-and tweuty heurs
by ber prodigal childreal1 How they begged ef
hier autograph aud miniature, and the water-
mark that neverfails te cool the fever et impatient
Demand ; how tbey went down on their kiuces,
and offered promises te pay-seurities Lu whicb
nobedy would bave biad a word of objection twvo
days ago-but at wbich she now shook bier bead,
aud wipîng ber spectacles, declined te bave
anytbing te do iitb, or, if cousenting, tendered
thema but aine-tentbs of wbat they asked, keep-
ing the rest for usury ; and even fer that tbey
were grateful, waiting lu ber parleur with beat-
ing beart-fer even now the help miglit cerne
tee late-while she descended into ber ample
vanîts aud brouglit up, like Aladdin of eld, lier
bags of treasure, aud bade theni make the mest
of it, for that she bad net much more left tban
wbat she wanted for ber owa use. "lA pretty
thing," said the old lady, "lif people should
corne te my door, and make a racket as tlîey do
at yours, asking for their own, aud should find
that it was net bore. For auj promises are net
like pie-crust, I wonld bave yen kuew."

There was notbing in the least like pie-crust
to be seen in Lombard Street, ner anytbing
eatable wbatever. Even the Lendon Taverui,
which is said te bo open te rich sud poor alike,
might just as weil bave been closcd, for I found
notbing in iLbut auctions. E vtàrytbing was "ggoing
going"' in the City on that fatal day. Thero
were some oyster-shops, it is truc, but wbo eats
oysters in the menth of M1ay ? And there wcre
a goed many public-bouses with swing-doors,
upen which was written Luncheon Bar ; but 1
caunot fecd standing like a stallcd ex. Thon I
suddenly remembcred that I biad once met a
merchant-prince, who lad irnprcssed me favon-
rahly with bis class by biuting, that if ever I
came by bis littie place iu the City, I weuld
look in and lunch. if iL bad net been for tho
Panie, I should certainly nover bave reaped any
benefit from the invitation;- but ho bad giveu it
in ail good faiLli. The wingof a chicen, and a
tuxubler et iced bock and Seitzer water, w115 al
that I meant te trouble bum for, sud thon I
wonld liglit my cigar, aud go home in a Man-
som. I bad ne difficnlty in finding the establish-
ment over wblclî Fortunatus Fipps presided-
hoe was called Fortunatus becanse, although hoe
bad been connected withi trade on a large scalo
for more tbau a quarter ef a century, ho bad enly
been twice in tbe Gazett-but it) was net se
easy te find the gentleman bimself. On my first
arrivai, there was quite a commotion nmong bis
clemks, Who weme ail looking very white sud
idle, and one of them was runniug off with my
camd into the private sanctum ef bis proprietor

but upon my letting thema know, lu answor te
inquirios, that I was net the accommodating gen-
tleman momontarily expoctod frem the Bank et
Englaud, hoe said hoe didn'L think Mr Fipps could
sec me that day, uuless I came by special appoint-
ment.

4That is just my case," said I decisively
14my compliments te Fortu-Mr Fipps, I menu
-aud I ami corne te lunch."

The card was accordingly taken in, sud atter
a littie delay I was ndrnitted into the sanctuary.

Fipps was net looking by any meangse8
brilliaut as wlîcu I bad seen bim last, which was
in the srnoking-room etf a great ex-minister : bis
lîsir was disbevelled, as houghrecoutly combed
with the figers ; bis face wvas very pale, sud lho
wore an auxieus sud distractcd air, as though lho
were lîstening for sonivtiag-such as the tail in
the Bank rate et discount ; but I was se full et
rny lunclicon, or rather et the want et it, that I
tailed te notice littie poculiarities, although I
rerncmbercd tliem. afterwards.

IlIell, Mr Fipps," said I with gaiety, le yen
sec I arn corne for nîy bond."

Il I ar nont aware, sir, tbat we have anytliing
et yours,"' replied Fortunatiis tartly, who vas
evidcutly in total ignorance as te my idontity.

le My very dear sir," said I in soothing toues,
1I do net roter te nny business transaction.

Wbca I say miy bond, I mean rny pound etfiesh
(if cold chicken eau ho se denominatod), the
lanueboon yen prornised me, wlîon I had the
pleastireofe meeting yen at Lord Tadpole's."

Il Ycs, yes,". retnrned Fortunatus, forcing a
srnile ; Il I rernember uow quite well : a charm-
inig dinuer ; ne sncb tbing as tightness anywhere ;
ne sympton eta crisis. But I beg yonir pardon.
Luucl, lunch. Wliat ivili yeu bave for lunch ?
[lHo was talkiug like n man in a drcama.] We
bave geL sorne firstrate bills en Liverpool;
narnes yen eau have ne possible objection te."

41 Ahern" said 1, pnrposely sneezing with
great -violence, for I did net want te bear about
Fipps's inaneiai position. If you'd only give
me a glass et sherry ; but don't lot me humry yen,
pray."

"iSherry T' echoed hoe gravoly, "suad dou't lot
me burry yen, pray. Spanisli Passives. No.
East del Iiey-tbe sacrifice is enorînons."

ce Then let me bave some cheaper wino,"1
repliC(l 1, cbecrfully.

41 '1,qail locked up," returned ho lu mysterions
toues. "lFour hundred sud oigbty-fivo thon-
sand-

.9 Dozeu 1" cried I, making a rapid estimate et
the possible extent et collamago under the estab-
lislîmont. Il I don't believe i."

41 Hnslî,") said lio, mystenionsly, Iluebedy dees:
but for Heavens sake don't talk se lend."

"Ciecken 1l ejacnlated 1, with esoîtion.
"No, sir," r cturned Fipps, simply ;"I I bave

ne apprehiension et the resuit, I do assure yen
-that is, et the eventuai result. Iu that iron
clest-

"l Ay, tlie Refrigemater Il exclaimed I " why
the deuco did yeunont mention that at first ?"
and I ctapped my bauds tegether for vory joy.
The unaccustomed noise soomed te awake Fer-
tunatus from bis lethargy.

ciI beg your pardon," said hoe, frankly, sud
passing bis baud across bis ferehead; il but I
have been immersed lu calculations ail the moru-
iug ; aud I thongbt I was talking te-te a gen-
tleman connected wi th another banking establish-
ment witli which wo are-or at least hope te bo
-connectQd. Lunch!1 certainly ; the bospitali-
tics et the City must bc dispensed with-I men
must ho dispensed. Yen bave ne shames in any

1joiut-stock bauk, I presume."
"lNet tînt I know et," roplied I ; oh ne>

l'rn sure I'm not-that is, se sure as a man eau
ho who bas geL ne hiead lor business. No ; I've
notbing butan muuiug acconut with Lbenemtb-
wvesL brauci et the Impeniai Adamantine."

"What 1" cxciaimed Fortunatus, ia alarm.
"Have yen money iu that bauk 7?"

" Yes," said1, tliiuk Ive goeLehundmed sud
Ltwenty pounds lu if :tbat's aîl."1
i "lMy dear air," etunued Mr Fipps, with solem-

1uity, sud laying bis baud upon my arma; Iltliat
ris eueetfLte bauks that people are talking about:
;iL is truc," added ho bastily, "lthat ail et us-

even the most soivent flrms-are subject, upon
occasions of this kind, to, groundless suspicion ;
but the Imperial Adamantine-I suppose you
have your chequebook with you."1

"lGracions goodnws 11" replied I, cishould just
as soon think of coming out with rny boot-jack:
it's in my desk, of course."

"lThen take my advice, and go home at once,
and draw the money. Not a moment is to bc
lost ; your bank wiIl be clesed at four, perhaps
for ever. The nearest Metropolitan station is the
fourth turning on tho left. I am 80 glad to have
had this opportunity of-ef-giving you this
timely warning-if indeed you are se fortunate
as to, be in time. This is yonr umbrella, I
think"-.

i didn't know whetber it was or net, but I
snatcbed up the one that happened to be the
nearest, and ran ont' of the house with a speed
that astonisheç myseif almost as much as it
seemed to surprise other people. ilHe's a-mun-
ning on bis bank 1" cried one of those unfeeling
crossing sweepers, who, in my judgment, since
they have no property qualification, should not
bc permitted to express thoir opinions, even
though tbey chance to be correct.

Iu the very nick of time I caught a train-
though not, of course, in motion-and arrived
at my own ledgings at 3.10, or, in other words,
with fifty minutes te spare. But iL was not that
wbicli caused me to hesitate in my proposed
financial. operation. I had met an old gentle-
man in the train, to whom I had confided the
cause of my excitement, and not only had ho
greatly reassured me in the matterof the Imperial
Adamantine, but hoe had informed me that it was
thoughtiess peopie like myseif who caused the
Panic. To, think that , who had gone into the
City merely to look at it, Eiouid be accused of
sncb a terrible thing 1 At the same time, if every-
body drew their money out: as I was about te,
do, ho proved to me that cvery bank in the coun-
try must needs collapse. Altogether I was se,
ashamed of my intention-it secmed such an
ungentlemanly sort of thing to do-that I deter.
mined to seud my iaudiady to transact the
matter îustead of inyseif. Mereover, since even
then I had my seruples, I only drew the cheque
for a hundred and fifteen guineas, ieaving the
Imperial Adamantine Banking Company exactly
four peunds five to break upon, if tbey were
rosolutely determined so to do. Nover, snrely,
wore generosity and security more happily cern-
biued than by this ingenions device. But the
Imperiai Adamantine did not break after ail;
uer, aceording to the Commercial Intelligence
(wbicb, now that I know what a panie is, I
peruse with avidity), bas iL been in the least
danger of breaking. I read, bowever, that
thero was a severe mun on that Friday afternoon
upen the great bouse ef Fipps and Company ;
aud I bave mny suspicions that, Fortunatus's
mind being a littie preocenpied, ho may have
inoculated me witb bis own panic, simply and
soiely for the purpose of gettiug me out of the
way. _____ _

Ix the French Miuister's Report upon the Uni-
versai Exhibition which it is proposed to boid in
Paris in the year 186 7, there occurs the foliow.ng
sentence: "lInternational Exhibitions promise te,
become perfect ropresentations of modern society,
in its varions forms ef sctivity." And an intention
is announced of causing varions historical reports
to, be compiled in France -showing its present
state of pregress. In order that the principle

Lthus set forth may be iilustrated as far as Eng-
land is concernod, the Comniittee ef Council on
Education have determined te exhibit a collection
of the periodicai literatume of the day, containing

ione specimen wbich may be of any date in the
3ycar 1866, of each newspaper, review, iiteramy,
*artistie, or scientifie journal, magazine , tract, or

pamphlet, play, &C, street-ballad, and the like,
*publisbed in the kingdom, et Great Britain and

Ireland, or in any of tbe British colonies, in the
1course of tbe year 1806. It is proposed tesend this

collection, whien completed, te, the Paris Extî-
-bition et 1867, with the view et conveying -to
tforeigu nations somo idea of the enormous

amount of periodical literature for which tbeme
is a demand in England and its dependencies.


