
asymbol, for the purpese of cenveyinig it te tliings. The parable, bas reference not to the
minds reluctant or indifferent."I In adopting wvorld of humanity, but te, the elrnrch, and
the parabolie method of teaching ur Lord fol- its mixed composition.
Iowed the favorite method o! Oriental teach- 25.-No blasse is te be attaolied te the
ers. husbaudman and his servants for sleeping,

But there were special reasons besides: Satan wverks secretly, evil deeds are done in
1. Themiinds of the people Nvere pre-occu- the darkniess.

pied with the expeotation of a very different "Tares" are probably the English Ildar-
"kingdom. o! heaven." It ivas necessary te net)' The grass resembles rye but the grain

suiv germinal thoughts regarding the true mis- is peiseneus. In the earlier stages of growtli
sien of the Messiah on whioh their imagination it cannut be distinguislied frein wheat. Its
niight be exercisedl until the false view uvas effeot is narcotie and emetie and the~ utinost
gradually supplanted. cue is taken te wiunnw the noxious grains eut

2. Rad Jens spoken plainly lie 'would in- of the wheat before it is made inte foeur.
evitably have been misunderstood andi misrep- Eastern farmers believe that it is a-ki42d of
reseated. Few %vould have compreh8nded degenerate wheat. Our Lord gives xýo sanc-
him, or believed ini the sinoerîty of his aims, if tien te this idea of a transmission of species.
lie had proclaimed a kingdom, even aithougli, Susse une sowed the tares. A sissilar notion
lie addedl " net o! this world."I The Jews prevails amongst our own growers in regard to
would have risen in arms te, their destruction Ilces.l
and the Romans would have been forever pre- Dr. Thomnsen says that while such a mali-
judioed against the Christilan religion. cieus act az is deseribed in t'ho parable must

3. The spiritual apprehiensions of the people have been knewn in our Saviour's tisse, yet
ivere dull and needed the stimulus 'which the lie had flot found a single person in Palestine
parable afforded in its covert significance pro- to-day Nvh& bad either known or heard of sucli
voking thought. dastardly conduct. The parable fitly attrib-

4. It was equal]y helpful te, the disciples utes such a mode ut revenge te the arch-enemy
wlio were " babes in kno'wledge,'" aithough o! God and man.
willing te, ]earn. The kingdess o! heaven here 26--When the cars shot eut the true char-
means the entire systera o! God's redemptive acter of the evil seed vras manifest. IlAs I
dealirigs with nieu. The verb "lis likened" I once lîeard it remarked. in that country, ' the
is in the past tense ("was likened,"1 or « "made ears which God las blessed buw their heads,
like "1) indicating that sucd ias the character but these accursed tares stick their's above the
o! the kingdoma ini the divine plan, wbioh is wbvole field.' For the tare there carriesa light
finding its realization in Jesus and lis liead o! small dark grains whichb in every re-
mission. spect contrasts with the weighty golden ear of

Comparing tliis parable irith that o! the the goud seed"1 (Thomnson.)
Sewer, ire notice tliat in that the seed wras 27.-The servants ireli represAnt tiiese, 'who
good, but tlie soils differed ; irhile liere tlie soil- are officially respusible for tlie Cliurçls irel-
is alike goo)d, but there. are tire kinds o! seed fare ; its niinistry and office bearers.
and tire seirers. The seed in the fermer para- 28.-The over zealous guardians o! tlie
hie is the Word, but here it stands for persons ; Churoli have often adopied persecution as the
there the planting o! t7he seed and its recep- best means of extirpating beresy, but tbey on]y
tien by different classes is described, lere its suoceeded in destreying the geod grain and
struggle irith cvil as it greirs in the field of leaving tbe taxes te flourisb.
good seil. 29.-This ducs net forbid tlie exercise of

The Soiver of tie goed peed is Christ lin -huédicpline and the casting ont o! mani-
self. Re taught the saviug truths o! the Gos- festly unworthy members ; but it does incul-
pel irbieb transforni believers into dhildren e! cate patience ivitli those Wlio seein te be insin,
God. The Field is The wvorld) but only as the cere, aud charitable judgment of the most
sphiere o! the Church's being, for in eue verse o! imperfeot Christiaus. Extra severity e! dis-,
it is said that lie wili gather " ont o! his Icipline wili injure more than it wiii purify tbe
Iringdom Il the tares and ail Qther- burtful 1 Church.


