
own poets have said, For we are also
his offspring. Tiiis sentiment is found in
Aratus (B. C. 270), and Cleanthes (B. C. 300),
but iL is found else'vhere as wve1l.

29. Forasmuch then as we are the
offspring of God, we ought flot to think
that the godhead is like unto gold, or
silver, or stone, graven by art and man's
device-Our own nature is a proof that graven
images cannot represenE God (Isa. 4o: i8.)

30. And the times of this ignorance
God winked at (R. V. overlooked) but
now commandeth ail men everywhere
to repent-God did flot visit the heatiien
with decisive marks of bis displeasure (Rom.
3: 25; 2 Pet. 3; 9) but now that Christ is pro-
claimed, impenitence hecomes disobedience ta
known duty. The word Ilcommandeth " is a
11ilitarv term for transmittinz %,atchword

342-270. They consW.ered-(i) That the
wvorld 'vas created by the accidentai combin-
ation of atons ; (2) that the aim of lîfe wvas
pleasure (defined as mental calm, or freedomn
from pMision), and that the soul perishes with
the body ; (3) that the gods lived an existence
of eternal calm, flot troubling thems2lves about
men. The Epicureans were the niaterialists;
of ancient times; their philosophy had no
enobling poiver, and on the other hand led
often to sensuality. By the Jewish Fathers
the name Epicurus is used ta denote a heretic,
or tinbeliever, whether Jewish or foreign.-
e. g. R. Lazar said, 'l<Be diligent to learn the
law, wherewith thou mayest make answer ta
Epicurus."

The Stoics were founded by Zeno (B. C.
360-260), wbo lectured in the Stoa, or
IlPainted Porch." They taught-(i) Thar

which passes from lhp Lu hip, ..r the urders of the wuzld %%a, due to the transition <iF a "lconi
the gener4l repeated by hib bt&l,urdiiateb jr. structive fire," thrnîugh ai, and %%ater. anid then
descending tank tili the> reach ihe %ýhoh. arm. intu s'lid. : (2) that Il irtLe " wva% the one

31. Because he hath appointed a day, thhîg .ieàirable, and that thi.. ccunsi-ted in !iv
in the which he *will judge the world in ing confurmnally to natîe, ail orther tbirgs
rîghteousness by that man whom he (e. 7. Ileasure, pain, %ealth healthý 'he*îng in
hath ordained; wher-eof he hath given different ; (3) that Go.] 'as a certain' Eving
assurance unto ail men in that he hath force, immanent in nature. The Stoic philos.
raised him from the dead-- Given assu. ophy wsmihnbe hnteEiuen u

ranc " s lieralyaffodedfaih,- i% n ait lacked the inner living prinriple oif christi-
sufficient ground for believing in him as judge, anily. One of the most famous Stoics %%as
and therefore, logically, in him as a source of Seneca, %'sho bas left many noble teachings,
pardon (Rom. 1-- 4; 1 Cor. 15). Being a man 1very ranuch like many found in the New Testa.
he wiIl be a merciful and sympatbetic Judge ment. Maiiy of the Fathers regarded Seneca
(Rom. 2: 16; John 5: 17). as being almost, if not altogether, a cburch.

32. And when they heard of the res- man, and there still cxist fourteen letters
urrection of the dead, some mocked, wbich, until the Reformation, wvere held hy
and others said, We wiIl hear thee again chribtians to have passed between S. Paul and
of this mnatter-The Greeks believed in the Seneca. These are forgeries of probably the
immortality of the soul, but not in the resur- fourth century. Unfortunately Seneca's life
rection of the body. was flot altogether consistent with bis doctrine.

33. So Paul departed from among The noblest Stoic Jf thern ail was, without
them. 1doubt, Epictetus, "lA poor man, a slave, a

34. Howbeit certain men clave unto cripple, but beloved of the Gods," he says of
him, and believed : among the which bimnself; and with trutb. His teachings were
was Dionysius the Areopagi.e, and a noble and beautiful, breatbing sa much of the
womnan named Damaris, and others witb New Te 'stament that many have beld be was
themn-Dionysius was a <member of the court influenced by it ; and bis teacbings were en-
before wbicb Paul preacbed. forced by a consistent life of cheerful and

humble resignation.
OIRIENTALISMVS. * The 4reopagiis. This wvas a rocky beigbt

Epicurean an.. Stoic. These twa scbools in Athens, opposite the wvestern end of the
were at this ime tbe two great rival rsystemns of Acropolis, from wbich it is separated only by
philosophy, and were sharply contrasted. The an elevated valley. Tradition says it was
Epicureans were foundcd IVy Epicurus, B. C. called the hili of Mars, because here Mars

(211)


