
Ezra's journey to Jerusalem

The distance between Babylon and Jerusa-
lem in a straight line is somewbat over 5MO
miles. Tite jourîîey took the longer time,
also, because the women and childreu in
the caravan could go but alowly, and the
itousebold gooda bcd to be carried. Tbey
mcade about fine miles a day. T'he hand of
sur God was upon us; "the band ltat defends,
the itand tbat gives, the btand of friendship."
We came to Jerusalem; "on the fir8t day of
lthe fifti montb" <ch. 7 :9), corresponding
roughly witit our August. Cita. 9, 10> des-
entbe Etra's work in Jerusalein. He brougbt
the Book of the Law into prominence, and
re-enforcsd tbe ritual of the temple and the
order of the prients.

Light from the Eut
AFIAVA-A town and river of Babylonia,

wbich have not yet been identified, but in
ail iikeliitood lbey were t ime distance from
tbe capital on the road to ILý west. Probabiy
il was tite le of Herodotus, n0w called Hit,
about eigbt days' journey on tbe trail to-

wards Palestine. It formed a convenient
balting place to review lthe exiles, and froni
which to, make a final appetil 10 sorne in the
surrounding country wbo bttd lot conte,
and to niake preparation for entening thte
desert and dangerous part of thte jnurney.

FSTED-11t a conîpany gatbercd froni al
parts of tbe country, witb no sense of personal
responsibility or mtoral obligation, thte great
weakness would be a want of cobesion; and
witb men in Ibis condition il would be danger-
008 to proceed witit so many valuables,
and titrougb a region full of maraudera.
So Ezra took means tb rous titeir religious
entbusiasm and deepen titeir sense of re-
sponsibility. Tben tbe weigiting of tite
precioua vessels and tite buliion, and making
each of tbe religious leaders among tbem,
responsible for so munit, increaaed the sense
of obligation. An Oriental le ordinarily
the most iteedlesa of mortals, but witen you
get bis conscience tborougbiy roused and
bis itonor involved, be will die in defence of
bis charge.

APPLICATION

I proclaimed a /ont, v. 21. Witen the
Moabites and Ammionites came up againet
jeitositapbat, ite prorlaimed a fast. Bmefore

Estiter jeopardized ber life by
whyFuet? entering unbidden loto lthe

king'@ presence, site and ber
maidens faated. To Daniel lte revelatton
titat lte lime of tbe raptivity was ended,
and ta Anna lthe knowledge titat tbe Measiait
itad coame, were ispecially reveaied after a
lengtitened seazon of fa8ting and prayer.
Paul and Ilarnabas felt it expedient to fast
before titey ordained eiders in lthe churcites
of Asic Mînor. Not indeed titat lthe mere
abstinence from, food bas any value in itself,
but lthe anxiety for lthe lthings of God taI
cao abjure all luxuries of 'tite table and tbe
wine cellar," and concentrate lthe witole soul
on doing Hie will, in neyer wititout a response
from Hlm. Beaides, ltera are Citristians
witoe flasit renders them alotful and eluggisb.
II dont like your Moy faced, jowled, mobile-
lipped connoisseurs o! rooking and vintage,"

* ompiained lthe good (lrosart. "Titere la more
fear of a pottingerful of glultony titan of a
spoonful ofouperatitioii," said Bisitop Andrews.

1 wa a8hasaed fo tequire of lthe king a band
cf soldiens and h.,c-emen,. v. 22. Two loco-
motive engineers stand witit titeir engines at

lthe end of a newly-b)wlt bridge.
Tws Mss 'nd Tbe one praisec ifs strength

a rde and cecurity. Hie points to tbe

ckilfui construction, thte excellent material,
thte cître diaplayed in every detail; but not
a foot will be move forward on thte bridge.
Thte olter inan acta differenly. No la
minutely he examines tbe structure of lthe
bridge. But once convinced titat it le sound
and soife, be openc the tbrottie valve aitd
pusitea arros, truating bis life ta il. Itlia
easy t0 ses wbieb of tbe two men bas real
confidence in tbe bridge. Soa we trust God
witen we take Hic promise o! protection, and
atep boidly out, thougb ilte lo to a decect
filled witb foa. And wbether we art like
Ezra, wbo rcfuced, or like Nebentiab (Neh.
2 :9), wbo acrepted, a guard of soidierc,
our faitb la lthe saine. We depend not on
ituman, bot or. beavenly itelp, for deliveranre
'from ali perils by lte way.

Then I separaied tuee of lthe chî.ej of the
pnes, v. 24. Tbere in a distinction betweeît
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