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THOI.GHTS FROM THE FATHERS.

~VLdMCOLVILL. *

A WILFULL, îridee, e.dttitig aed proferîingour own w iiiit
the wvili of (111J, %Vas O'su of the minî $111> in tlsat colis.

1iui~>sof suis ils tho fait of or lirt pse t Iht-y prs'.
ferre oteir ou vliil te thle gond wiL o Ll. avd re dc
content~ %its Ilis wil1 conucrnin- their priiiitiv., 'c litin.
'i'làis o4l ,,ri îijtoofl leaI, Siuti l ist) ontc affh.utiiis. \V L'i'iiVS

uslure foiî tise îvant oF ciîfoît iiu tise ci-e ttire thau for tise
waut cf tho ]ight of 01ccî's coulitellauco. W,.x fc.ar cloure filie
auges' Ilf a1 inoXlt11 tuAi erstir than thle wvrath 0, Oad, vhcui

bsîtlti to tise Iowest hl.
lis thse renewcd lisais tie(ià a osusicsuf icderaticiii îi

Ili., iii uct.i<Iis. iRis îî J .ib, tlccr pu(,;s l3o IItani3 \Uttus
into lus sois], to bc tutors and guardiaus tu !lus uuiruly anîd

elchijli T..tîcis~ He sti patience to cîcoderatte or .'sI row,
faitth to iscdc-rate <sur fe'als> ani the fcair of Ced( ini or

tet.' nioderate cuî'~~r c auil c ils tliiug,.s 1iy
'1'hu ienewed nian sxeth the %<cu1s1 ho, t5hat Ji ls bithl it mct
te pride, Juxu13', or- spirittual idolatry <'f covetOuýnsi5e, te

diraw thse hecart aw'ay front Cod tu fiaiioneu. Sucli wvaq the
isîloiitioii of Patul ini all eondîtîcuas of hife. 1 kîîeov lsc to

a'snansi 1 hkucw hou, tu be itL u atàt. A rcsea.diaîu3, in
bis abrundaice, is bunîbie, and in bis wvants is tlilaufuill to
Goa.

lJcîrenowvd mon inxy liave Brine seuse of sinnie, aadi sorrow
for it, as it is a iîiisury tsi *$ti-isuslv s ; 3 et nouse off thtlu
bave any seuse of it, or surrowv for it, as il; is a dielhonour tos
Goad; init the rsuovo at is more aifcteul w-ith thec die'-

hion si" dtoile te bis liravenly Fatier by bis offence tican %i ith
tile nsisery cf acsy ailliotion, thogli nover so grieones te Iiiins.
self.

Godly sorrow ie sincore and uisivorsall. for ail know'n gins,
and in a holy jealotucie for sias unk ioGvu. The hicart of flIebl
inourneths fcsr Mie ,ius of othors ainongat -,vions. thtey live.
The inore sins, thse greattur diblhonour to 04d, sud the greator
is the sorroiv ils tihe )l. art of liosis. Sorros for a mn's oi'ms
Bisi,,,'itlisut any sorrow for the cins cf others, proceeds rather
frein bclf-love aud Loir of puisicent than freont love te, Ged
and zoul to Ilis bouseur.

A chiid! of Goi, ticugl.,i hoc bath a hoeart cf flouh, wvill hot
alwaies liave tears tu pour forth for bis sinnes, yet lie bath
aiwaics tho founitain ci godly sorrow ini bis beart, a rootod desire
te moune forscine; yea, souietsuuie wliesu there is iineet sorroiw
in the heart, there niii bo feivest tears, as il. a tisneocf groat
fear, thougli tho -velu bu cnt it blcodb net ; fulil vsoi, for
w'aut cf vent, drosp oct. At such a timne the Lord hears tue
voice cf siglis aud groans, as well as that cf wcoping at other

Oh lion bappy 15 that humblo spirit wvioro Godl dwelleth
To tbo riches cf flis bcuuity Hoe provides for tise lbouse wliero
ho diletli ; ini the iniglit 4f [lils pewvcs- Hoe preteots ; by His
wisdoni nud deep ceunieil Ho govorns ; andi by.tho liglit cf
RBis couisteuance le cecuforts and clîeriqhoth it uundcxr tbe
heavy bordons cf outwvaid calasuities.

As mn subjeot to sweenîug dizecro frein experienco tha
beginiiloig cf it, ce %%,leu thon at auy tMine porcei.vest beiîumb-
neus creepiug upea thy spirit, rua te tby heaveniy 1'bysicianl
by lirayor. Peter, wibonl lie began te sisîk, cricd eut for bolp.
Negiect of prayor at the bcgiising cucrcaseth the toeptation.
Jonali risethi net tc prayer in tho 'boginiuiig cf thle steriu, aud
flie winde waxed leuder and leudor. Psayer is the stirriug
up cf the heuart, and kccps it frein freims and congcaliug jute
a heart cf stene.

The strength cf a boliover, bot. fer dcitig and sufforing is
froin the Lord Jesus. Without sap from thse root the braucbi
canuset briug forth. fruit, se w<itheut influence cf streugth front
Christ, wo canet brcbg fecth the fruits cf heiuesse aud
ri-bttousne-sc. Ouer fruits and svorks. cf riglIiteouisuess are

si'rought by us throoghi the Spixit and strexîgule of Ohrist, and
are accepted cf Gtoil through the uxerits cf 2Christ. Andi as
tho strongi of a boliever fer deiug is frein Christ, se aIse fer
bufferiug, and for beuriug evcry burdous G od is, Jlis good pi cvi.
douco laye ou him.

Thiiiu tbat tbyGed, wliohathbecntby guidle thrugh tise
wiliterns3, will leave thee, O bèliever, whcn tbon ceunest to
Jordans, and te the border. Thon art both untbankfol and un-

Taken frein 1Refie3hiiug, Streans, lowing frei thes Fuhices of
Christ.~ fly w<ILLIA3r COLs'ILT., Sornetirne I>rechler snt Effilubmr-1i.
London. 1655.)

boliovîisg to cutertain stids uukiîîd tisouglits cf thy kincl o d,
uoen N%,Iàoti thoti haist beèni cuit froisi thn ivonib. Malio botter

uise ni tried love titan to distrust, ini the und cf tihe day, lmn
îvho baths btei wîthl tlee silice the illerniug cf tlsy hile.

he <-llirn of nl l tiuoir outwvard condlitiou, arc euh.
jeot tuIii- ecsicaliges at onu tusne they are iii î)rosperity, ut
auiotsc' inii ve'c ssty rcý f'us' tinte cried dowcsi andc abased la
cus tie -c i, at anc,tlser cme susp andc igily heisourcil. Job,

c'U11 r1 5 CcI and ~ ecs evn vii. w-as tise rif-bost suais,
ln tls' Eîst t.' ulsy, but cx ie ncrrcsv tise pocret aud iisobt

oisr'd- f ait,l "in u tise wha le eartis ini bis tinue ;-in
"sieat h'snuour sî.d ivpit.tti cl t 'mse tine, but at usuothor
lllisplisfgl aind isl7td;3 ci., (l ilud h3j tise baser sort cf
tise people.

Faitl kec 1s the heurt iai a, sciici and ci1ual tomiper. lis a
t'Ille Osf w'voislly presperity l'asts h'îcis tc tlinigs eternal,
rssurved iu lseaveni fsor lis. 'L'mis siakesi ls have litiuible
ilscughtu cf thouse 11iui- ob5ss f '<vsrciy lpheaýitre, ici cii
parieocu of that substanice cf glory thuit endures for cve'.
l"sitli alan, ici as]versit3', quîicis ais setties osir sî>iritp, whsiti

w'e b'ilieve tîsat oxîr ligit ae'lictiesis, whicli cire, but for a
iicmueut, wcork fer ls a far sucre exceeding ansd eternal, ieiglit

of gior3'.
i'sr ands faiLli are t5, tise s.til aï ballast and Balie are te

tihe chips ; tise eue lee 1ss it froîn being oer.carried ini tihe
toi) cf tise wsave, and the otîxer fc sin beiug ssvailowed up ics.
tise guip'u i;tween the wavcs ; se tis e ar cf Ced keeps the
lieart of a believer frein being certuiriiedýby strcng tempta.
titius.us tise top cf hic presl)erit3' ; and assoruisce oî iuitis, like
a inniissgil], carrnes the heurt thirosigl the deepa of ailictien,
and keeps it; frein beiilg ovorwbelined.

Ccd, in uuercy aîîd wisdocn, prepares Ilic ewu ehihdren, by
tise lxassuieringe cf the ia-, to bo liit by faitil in Jes
Christ, uposu tise rock cf salvaticu. These legal îvorke àro as
the ucoshle, te unake tv%v fer tise tieread cf ccefrt ; as tbo

lsew'ing is before buildinsg, assd as tbo earthqoake was before
thse stili voice calie te Eli1jali.

Ail eîstw'ard crdiîsauces are but Joad inistrumnentis in ieha.
ticsi to tise hife of grace, untill the Spirit cf Codi breuilse with.i
thsein oîs a sous], andi se suake tisera lively ansd powerf cI. Thd
word is the icinertal soed cf tise new lîfe, but it le thé Spirit
wvîo prepares fie grouîsd cf the lit-art fer receiviog the iced

vJsho cecakus tihe huart to îsui£ harsug with, beiieving.
As iu thaï; tesîsple cf Jerusaloui, msade with haads, there ikas

sic coiising to ts nost Iohy paue but tbrcugh the hely place,
so there is un ccoiug to Me, holy cef lioles, which is abeve,
but te those wbio are here ii au union with Christ, lad. ifs a
commnsion with the Univorsali Chuxrcli in the fuoduineatiha
cf faitb, andc in thse labeur cf lcve. Witeout Christ m aiei'
strasiges's tû the covenaut cf promise ; fer ini Christ oalyý wes
have riglit andi claima te the preussisos cf iners'y, grace, and

As tise portion wiis Jacob got eut cf the hand cf the
:Xiisci ite by hlic swcrd andc bic bosv was a froc gift beàto%ýéd
on Joepi, se onr justification, thaï; ceet cur Lord veryýdear,
is a frc gift te tus ; yen, Ced'.s f ree love and pardoniug mercy
appearcd mncre in j'îstifying us, !q3 thse rigistcusness ud.aitii-
faction osf Jesus Christ, than if flo hâd xnamifested. Bis
absolîtot pewver iii fergiviîsg siune witisout satisfaction.

lis ail thy3 difficulties thon muust go with coiîfideixce te God,
tlsy Fathser iu Christ. Wbat fatiser je se enrelesse and uncua-
turul as te refuse cusoil and ine-tructien te bis cwn dbild? ï
Tlsk ixot tîsat tiîy beavcnly Fatlier, wbocsnusauds earthly
parenits te ixistrîset tbeîr cisdren, w<iii net instinct Tii chul.
drein, ansd givo thei ceuiseel ia times cf great diflicùlty.
Mauy tixues Ho p)its theuglits in cicr heurts, and ivords ln our

mins t uech a tine, whca a masn 'vould ho made au ofl'ender
fer a word.

Tlierc mnuet be an union and closing with Christ by faith
before tisero can bo asuy communication froa liai cf the graces
cf the Spirit. Thsere muet; be an ingraftiug into the reot
beore thore eau be a commaunsication cf cap frein tho root to
the branchsss-tho, grace cf faitis ealargs.th the hscart te ro-
ceive Christ, aned uf ter it bath rcceived Hum ut retuins si.
1 fcisod lui whoins my soul loe.th-1 held iu, iâd *ould
not lot Hum go. ÊTise grace cf love enteitains Hlm 'with thse
etubracements cf the wiil and affections ; fuitbi, like Mirthi,
geetis eut fer Hiai, and bringe Hlm &long wjthî tise pioiie to
thse seoul. Liove, like Mary, site down at His fet, to àtted
whiat àe Hi *ill,. aùd execute Hlie commiando. 'aith àu ih
cnly grace çsýhereîl' a zéeul proporly icceivés iit,;, lof Î6
receive flisu. iii te boliove la kliÎ name? are eqUiÈoT1ef.


