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and addressed the Synod in euitable terms on
his appointment.

The Ecclesiastical and
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After sppointing & Committee on Bills and |

Overtures, and arranging as to the hours of the
daily mectings of Synad, an adjournment was
made to the following day at 11 o'clock.

On Wednesday, the Syuod tet, aud spent
the firat part of the dict in devotioml exer-
cizes, which were conducted by the Moderator,
M, A, Wilson, Me, D, McKenzie, and Professor
Young.,  Thereafter, Comittees for the Ex-
atination of the Synod and Preshytery Re
cords, &c., were appointed. At the afternoon
meeting, leave was granted to Presbyteries to
take the following young men on publie trials
for license, they having completed theie curri-
culum at Knox's College,—~Mr. A. McDouuld,
Mr. Archibald MceDiarmid, Mr. Dounald McLenn,
and Mr. Adam Mc¢Queen,

T'he Rlev. Mesers, Thornton, Aitken, and Or-
miston, of the United Presbyteriun Church,
being present, were invited by the Synod to
sil a3 corresponding members,

The Synod then procecded to consider the
report ot the Committe appointed on the Act
of Incorporation for Knox’s College  Thereport
was given in by Mr. Kemp, who detailed the
proceedings of the Committee, aud the various
steps taken for having the proposed Act of In.
corporation passedinto law.  After full discus-
eion, the following motion was agreed to:—

“The Synod reccive the report of the Conm-
mittee, tender their thauks for the diligence
they have shown in the matter committed to
their care; re-appoint said Committee with the
addition of Mr., M. Y..Slm‘k, minister; and
Messra, A, Jeffrey, A, Fraser, and A. Mitchel),
Elders, and with reference to the points they
have submitted to the S_}'nod for consideration,
approve of the alterations which they have
madeinthe Act, and instruct themto endeavour
to get said Act passed into law without delay.”

At the evening meeting of Wednesday, the
Synod received the deputies of the United
Yresbyterian Church, viz, Rev. Messra. Aitken
and Thornton. These Lrethren, after being
welcomed by the Moderator, proceeded to ad-
dress the Synad, after which the following
motion was unanimously adopted, viz,—“That
the thanks of this Court be givento the Synod
of the United Presbyteriun Church, for the ap-
pointment of a deputation to this Synod, to
convey au expression of their hearty good will
towards our Church aud its members, and to
state their earnest and sincere desire to bring
about such & univn, asway best give efficiency
under the divine blessing to their united efforts
for promoting the glory of God, and the inter-
ests of the Redecuier’'s Kingdom,

** That moreover, the Synod thank the mem-
bers of the deputation most heartily for the
manner in which they have discharged their
commission, and for the sentiments which they
have evinced. The Synod siucevely recipro-
cate the feelings of respect and brotherly love
expressed by them, alike towards the wmembers
of the deputation individually, and to the
phurch with which they are connected; and
indulge the fond hope that the efforts of the
two Churches to cote to a satisfactory ground
of union, and to a full unity of priuciple aud
of spirit may, by the blessing of God, be
speedily crowned with success.”

On motion made and seconded, the Synod

eagnwed in devotional exercisea  The 1388rd
Psaltn haviag leen sunye, prayer was offered
up by Me. Kemp,

The Rynod then took up a letter from Res,

" Dr. Hattield, Stated Clerk of the General As

sembly of the Preshyterian Church in the
United States (N, 8) proposing fraternal inter-
conrse between the two churches,

The matter was referred to the following
Committee, viz, Mr. Lowry, (Convena) b,
Burns, Messes, Stark, Seott, Do Fraser, King,
and Mcharen, with inatructions to them also
to consider and report as to the expedisney of
correspondence with the United Preshyterian
Chureh of Ameried,

The Synod afterwards procecded to consider
an overture from the Presbytery of Montreal
on the ubject of the relation of Baptized Child.
ren to the Church. The overture was in the
following terms, viz:—

“Whereas there i rearon to believe that a
coufusion of sentiment widely prevailz regard-

avertured by the Preshytery of Montreal, to
the Revereml the Synod of the Preshyvterian
Chureh of Canada, to take into its serions con-
sidatation, the best mode or modes of practi-
eally recognizing that connection, and <ecuring
the benefits that iy accompany or flow from

it, as respects alike the Churel’s wmaternal ¢ e ine
fonnd inits pale, vet this Renad eannot but

duty to her children, and their filinl obligation
to her,”

After dizcussion, the following motion was
unanimonsly adopted, viz—"That the Overture
be received, and the olject of it cordially ap.
proved. and a Committee appointed to take in-
to concideration the best means of attaining
the ends contemplated thercon and repart, the
Committee to consist of Mr, D, Fraser, Con.
vener, Pr. Bayne, Dr. Royd, Mr. IL Camplell,
Mr. McLaren and Mr., burns”

On Thursday evening, Dr. Thomson, of
Graod Street Church, New York, who was
present in the house, was invitedto take a
seat with the Synod. At subsequent dicts,
Dr. Wilkes, of Montieal, and Mr. Balfour, of
the Free Church of Scotland, were iavited to
sit with the Synod,

The Synod then proceeded to take up the
question of baptism of converts from Popery.
The returns from Presbyteries to the overture
sent down by last Synod were read,  The fol-
lowing motions were duly made and seconded:

1. It wasmoved by Mr. A, Wilson, and se-
conded Ly Mr. W. McLaren, That the Sy-
nod having considered the report of the
Committee appointed to clas-ify returns from
Presbyteries on the question of Romish Bap
tism, appoint a Committee to prepare an over-
ture to be sent down to Presbyteries on the
subject of the Baptisin of converts from the
Church of Rowe, and to reportnt & subsequent
diet, the Committee to consist of Mr McLaren,
Convener, Messrs. MePhaerson, A, Wilson, De.
Bayne, ministers; and Messes. McLanghlin,
Joseph Reed, J. Rogers, and Dr. Holen,
elders.

2, It was moved in amendment by Dr,
Bayne, and duly seconded, «*"That the Syned
huving cousidered tiie returns from Presby-
terics on the overture anent Romish Baptism
find, that, in view of the diversity of opinion
which obtains on the subject of the validity of
said Baptism, and the dificulties with which
the whole subject is confeasedly surrounded,
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it would be unaafe in present clncunm-
stances to ecome to a final dedddon ramrd-
ing iU, at the qame tme they recommend
the question to the thoeranzh and prayerful in:
vestization of othee-hiearers, and othera und to
wuch deltheration nmd drensaon on the part of
Peabyteries, us may seet to them beat tittedd for
eliviting the teuth, und promoting baemony of
opinion regarding it and o e weantitne de-
\‘{nr(‘ that the practice of oue UChurelr with
refercnse¢ to converta from Popery shall rewmin
unchanged, and, furthee, inview of the Im-

- purtance of accuring unity and weight to the

testitnony boene by Protestants teuningt tha
errors of Popery, and of obviating the con-
fusion that might result from a diverdty of
swactice i the treatment of converts from
totne, amonye the Protestant Churchies, the

- Synod eecord thaaropinion that, jo the event of

any  havement bewng at o futuee time mado
within this Synod for declaning Romah bap.
tieny to he jovalid, it i« highly  desimble
that eteps shoud be taken, hofuren tinal decision
weome to, fur bringing the subject before the

o Protestant Clureties, und especindly those with
S which we are in friendly  commumon, and sc.

euring, 3 far ax poseable, consentancous and

X . A :  havmonions action regarding 't
ing the connection of baptised children wnd | -

g vith the Chureh; it i etfully e
youth with the Church respectfully CMe E MePherson, and secondad Ly Mr,

3. It was moved a« another amendiment ’?'

McLachban, * That while this Synod ‘withingly
admits, dhatin -nite altlic l’ophln system itself,
individunls connected thyrewith may be con-
verted and saved by the Spirit of God, who
worketh when and where be pleaseth, and in
this rense @ portion of Christ's people may be

consider the Church of Ronie as having now
~o fite, und amidst somuels lieht, departed feomn
the truth as it i3 in Cheist, and becams a0
corrupt, that she ought, as au orgamzed body,
no longer, whatever she may huve been in
former time, to he regarded usa section of
Christ’s visible Chiurehi. Holding these views,
and considering the corrupt and superstitions
mannerin which thivor inanee icuhninistered,
ns well aa the erroncous views held regarding

©it, they are of opinion, that, when converte from
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Romanism are mdmitted juto the communion
of this Chureh, they ouglt to be baptised,”

After full discussion a division was called
for. Dr. Dayne's amendment, and Mr. Me-
Pherzon's were first put against each other,
when 79 voted for Dr. Bagae's, und 48 for Mr,
McPhersons D, Bayne’s amendment was
then put against the original wotion, when the
motion was carried by a large majority,

The Committee appointed in terms of this
motion, at a subsequent diet reported the fol.
lowing overture which was sent down fur the
contideration of Presbyterians :—

*Whereas doubteas to the validity of Romish
Baptism are known to prevail largely among
the members of this Chorch, and especially
among that class of them who have been de.
livered from the errors of Antichnist;

«And whereas, there isknown to be a variet
of practice amony the sessions of this Church
in respret to the manner in which such bap-
tinn should be trented, and whereas i is
highiy lmportant for the interests of truth, and
for the consistency of our testimony against
the Romish Chureh, that  that orgunization
should Ly recognized inno other character
than that which aceords with its own nature,
and the declaration of the word of God; and
wliereas the Church of Rome has 80 far con-
cealed and distorted the cardinal truths of the
Gospel,  has so lnpsed into gross idolatry and
superstition, snd hias by the infullibility which
shc claims, so taken away the liberty of private
judgment that her tnembers are iu all respects,



