20

terin) oljects to which we have referred. Often
it was supposed that the god came mong them,
aud epoke through the father or same other
member of the family, telling them what to do
in order to remove u present ovil, or avert a
threntened one. Sometimes it wonld be, that
the furily would get a canoe built, and kept
it steped to the god,  They might travel in it
themeselves, bt it was death to =ellor part with
w eatoe which hud been built specially for the
rod,
) Another claar of Samoan deities ay be eall-
cduods of town ar villuge, Every village
b its god, and every one born in that vill
agre was the property of that god, 1 have gat
a clilil for sonnd-so, 1 wonn would s on
the Lirth of her child, and name the villase
god. There wastastmall house or temple also

The Ecclesias

comeerated to the deity of the place.  Where
there was no formal temple, the public liouse |
of the villgee, where the ehiefs were assembling |
wag the temple for the tinte-being, as the ocens
sion pequired,  Some settlements bhad a0 saered
grove as well asa temple, Where prayers and
afferings were presented,  The Swift one, the
Sacred One, Destraetion, the God of Heaven,
the Great Seer, the Kingof Putote, were the
natines of sotae of the village gads

I their tomples, they had generally some.
thing for the exe to rest upon with superstitious
veneration.  In one might be seen w conch
shell suspended from the roof ina basket mide
of cinit-network ; and this the god was suppos.
ed to blow when he wished  the people to 0
to war, In agteoaer, twostones were Kept,  In
another 10 nething resembling the head of a
man, with white streamers fiying, was mised on
a pole at the door of the temple, on the usual
hour of warship.  In another, 3 cocoanut-shell
drinkine cupy was suspended froms the roof, and
before it prayers were addressed and offerings
presentol. This cup was also used in outha If
they wished to find out a thief, the sus"wch-.l
parties were astemlilad before the chiefs, the
cup sent for, and each would approach, lay
hig b on it and sav: < With iy hand on
this cup, may the god look upon me, and send
swift destruction, if U toek the thing which huus
Been stolen.”  The stones and shells were used
in a rimilar way, but the cwp is cspecially inter-
esting,  (See Rittas > Bible HHustrations,” vol.
ipe 426, ou * Divining Cups™ )  Defore this
ur-llml. the truth s parely coneaaled. They fir.
1y believe that it would Le death to touch the
cup and tella lie

The priests, in some cases, were the chiefs of
the place; but in general, some onein a par
ticular family claimed the privilege, and pro-
feseed to declare the will of the god. Hisofliceis
heralitary., e fixed the days of aunual feasts
it haaour of the deity, reccived the offerings
and tankad the people for thens,  He docided
also whetler or ot the pouple might go to
war.

The ofierings was principally cooked food,
Asin ancient Greecee, = in Samoa, the first
cup was in honour of the god 1t was dither
jroured vut on the ground, or waved towanls
the heavens, remineding us of the Mosaic cere
wonivs,  The chiefs all drank a portion out of
the same cup, acconding to rauk; aud, after
that, the foed l-hmsln as an offcring was di.
videl and witen. This feast was annual, and
froquently sbout the mouth of May.  In sowme
places it passed off quictly ; in others, it was
asaciated with manes, sham fights, night dau-
cvs, &kc. ; and lasted for days. In time of war,
special fousts were ond by the priesta.  Of
the offcriugs on war occasions, Women and
chillren Were forbidden to  partake, as it
was not_their provinee to go to battle.  They
sappused it would Lring sickness aud death on
e party cating who did not go 10 the war,
and houce were carcful to busy or throw iate
the tva whatever 00l was over after the fes-
tival.  In some cases, the feasts in honour of

¢ bt if it crossed the path, it was
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the god, were regulated by the uppearance in
the settlement, of the bird which was thought
ta he the incarnation of the god. Whenever
the bird was seen, the pricst woull sy that
the god had come, and fix upon a day for his
cntertainment,

The village gods like those of the househiold,
B adl some particulur inearnation,  One was
supposed toappear ada bat, another as w hevon,
unother ns an owl,  If o wan found a dead owl
by the roadside, and if that happened to be the
incarnation of his villuge pod, he would it
down and weep over it, and beat his forchead
with stones till the blood flowel, This was
thought pleasing to the deity. Then the Lird
would be wrapped up, and buried with care
and ceremony, as i it was o human body,
This was not however the death of the god,
He was suppased to be yet alive, and fnearnate
in all owlsin existenee, The flight of these
birds wis observed in time of war.  If the
bird flew before them, it wasa sigual to go on g
bad omen,
andasign of retrent, Qthersliaveseen their vill-
sge god fu the rainbow § others bave seen him

Cin the shooting star; and, in time of war, the

position of a rainbow, aad the direction of
rhooting star, were always ominous,

The constant dread of the gods, and the nu.
nierous and extrvagant deiands of 2 cunning
and avaricions pricsthood, made the beathen.
isue of Samoi & hard service, On the reeeption
of Christianity, tewples were desfroyed, the
saaered groves left to be overrun by the bush,
the shells and stones and divining eups were
thrown away, aud the fish and fowls which
they previously regarded as an incarnation of
thetr gods were caten withont suspicion or
alarm,  Ina ravarkably  short time, under
Guodd'’s blessing, hardly & vestige of the entire
sy=ten wus to be seen,

DR LIVINGSTONS TRAVELS AND
RESEARCHES,

Dr. Livingsten hias addresced an juteresting
letter to the Secretary of the London Mission.
ary Society, It is dated Linyanti, on the
River Cholie, 32th Octoder, 1836, He has
since completed his journcy aund arrivel ut
Manritius,  He describies minutely the physic
cal features of the country and theclimate, The
following arc his remarks regarding the in.
habitants of that part of Africa through which
hie lias passed, and the openings for trade, civi-
lization, aud christianity :—

* The Inhabitants: their Numbers, Charactor,
and Aceessibility toChristian Influence,

“In regard to the people inhaliting this
large and populons territory, it is difficult, in
the absence of all nunicrical data, to present a
very precite idea.  The tribes are large, bt
divided into 3 great. number of villages o
thickly were these dotted wver the country,
that in travellingin a steight line, in which
we could rarely see more than oncon caca side,
w¢ ofien passod ten or twelve banlets in a sin.
gle day. Ueensionally, however, we marched
ten wiles without secing any.  In no part of
south I hiave visited is such & population seen.

Angola contains 600,000 souls, and Loanda
. eetucd more populous, and of larger extent
than it. The Cape Colony, with 200,000 souls,

«srcs some hundreds of misionaries and
oiner Christian instructors and  tchoolmasters,
but it will Lear no cotpariton with Loanda as
a wisionary field. The Makololo tesritory has
several tribes,—Batoks, Barotse, DBashubca,
Banyeti, Matlotlora, &c.,—snod there is no im.
podiment to immediate occupation by mission.
arics; and to such as aspire to the honour of
being nissengers of merey to the actual hea.

then, there is no mare inviting field in Sonth
Afriea.  Lamnot to be understood as meane
ime that auy of these peaple are anaious for
the go<pel.  They are quite unlike the intelli-
gent, inquiring race in the Punjanb, or the vi-
vacious islanders of the Pacifie,. But there is
not such eallous inditference to relivious truth
ns I huve seen elsewhere, nor yet  that opposi-
tion which betokens progress in kllu\\‘imlg(‘.
But there is o large wpnlation, and we are
sure, if the Word of life is faithfully preached,
in procesa of time many will believe, 1 re.
weat again, that I know of no imp(-dinu-ut to
immediate efforts for their instruction,  Every
head man and chiefin the country would te
woud of the visit or pesidence of a white man,
Fhere is sceurity generally for life and pro
]wrly. I left, by mistake, n pontoon in a vil

g of Loasda, and found it safe oishteen
manths afterwards, Some parcels sent by Mr
Mattat, by means of Matebele, lay a whole
year onan i<land in the Zambesi, near Mosio-
atumya, It s true it was believed that they
contattied medicine which might bewiteh hut
regalar rogues are seldom seared by such pre.
sepvatives, ‘The Balonda are u friendly, judust.
rious ree, and thouzands of the Balobale find
an asylum samonze thens from the slave.dealing
propensitics of their chiefs,  They seem to pos-
feds a miore vivid conviction of.ihelr relation
to the nzscen world than any of the couthern
triliex  In the deep, dark forests near their
viilages we always met with idols and places
of prayer. The latter arc spots about four
fect broad, and furty Jony, kept carcfolly elear
of vegatation and falling leaves,  Nere, the
worshipper, cithee male or fenule, comes alone
and prays to the gods (Bario), spirits of de-
parted relatives, and when an answer to the
prtition scems granted, meal or other food is
sprinkled on the spol as & thank-offering.

“The Balonda extend to? deg, & Iat, and
thelr parmnount cliief is always named Mati.
amvo, There ave many subordinate chicefs, all
nearly independent.  The Balolude possess the
e charcter, but are more \\'arlil‘e, Yt no
prudent white man would Le in the laast dan-
ger amony them,

“ It seems proper to refer to tha Chibpque
Bashinje, and Bangala, who treated us mare
scurvily than any 1 had previensly met with
in Africa,  Somectimes they levelled their guns
at us, and it scemed as if we niust fight to pre-
vent entire plunder, and reduction to slavery
But I thank God wedid them no barm, and no
one need fear vengeance on our account. A
few more visits on the same principle would
render them as safe as all other trities, concen
ing which it may cunfidently e stated, that if
onc behaves as a Christian and a gentleman he
will invariably be treated as such. Contrary
conduct will give risc tv remarks aud treat
ment of scorn.

* Openings for Trade and for the Ultimate
ﬁarmdv'y' Civilization and Christianity.

* The Africans arcall deeply inbued with the
spirit of trade. We found great difficulty in get-
ting past many villages ; every artificewas em.
ployed to detain us, that we_might purchase
our suppers from them. And having finished
all the game, they are entirely dependent on
English calico for clothing. It is retailed to
them by inches; a amall piece will purchase
a slave. If they had the oppertunity of a
market they could raise on theirrich sil abun-
dance of cutton, and zingobm Leans for oil 1
cannot sy they were lary, though they did
seem 1o take the world easy. Thair bair was
<laborately curled; many of their villages
were models of neatness, and 80 were their
gardens and hats Many were inveterste
Tausicans. The men who went with me to

Loands, did e in ander to ol;::- up s path for
commeree, and without any of payment
from me, com, to pe~ with

their hard-won earaings in that ity (5.  2d,on



