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CHAPIER NXIV cominud

T had a leticr from my mother,

he sy~ and he thiows it over to me

“Dortnund her Lena’ he goeson,
*5She aways had o hasty temper. and
adter a'f, we have treated her vather « na-
Biethy  What 15+t they s A man
eust lave his mioher, and his grand
wother and hi~ motherandas . andleave
ate his wafe  Dhon 1 be afrand, dear. just
read st

Thnow samethung of mv oun sev, but
thie Tettter fanby amises me e old
fady begins by remindimg Algy that he
berenly «hild  She then <ay~ that she is
not long for this world, and that the foot
and-mouth disease has broken out 1 the
home finn. He s old cnough o please
himselt but 1t would have made her
happrer of <he had been consulted 10 the
matter Hhere 1~ no dower house to Hal
tour Castie, and <he does not suppo<e
that we wish het to take ludgiops
Edwburgh  She has heard that 1 have
been twice muned and have had no
childien  She couid have wished be had
chosen a jounger woman (tns really
makes me very angry  She does not
expect to e for many years, but should
be sorry of Balfour (‘nq;n ~hould go out
of the family:  The Catle 1< bewy done
up, and she bas sunt 1o her bankess for
the plate  She has gnen James hi
orders  The famly jewels are all safe.
Donald Cameron i in arrears with his
rent 48 a puty the moor was- not let.
It was poxched terribly, ahd <he behieres
the hecpers were parties in the matter
She hopes [ will Friug myowamad 1 d
vt T bail ander el fmv- <uaply mat-
ters greunansged mna Scoteh havse, The
wnow is very deep, or <he would Lave
mote news of the werxh? vy No dabt]
there ate some amony u-em.-‘.'m;.e,'[
me. 5o the letter eads.

“Well 21 sav

RUMUTLAN
5 PR

o N “‘"7.‘-‘
And''ne answers his anstous toarore Afrs

o That sets me thinking of & ceappam
ora duck. You must break the neck of
the beastly thing and have done with 1t
The weather at Balfour can't be worse
than it is here.  Let us rattle up there at
once stay afew days in the «wnow, ang
then ran off befomtzc peopic about there
<ome 1o bother us.  Come here, Lena”
He bechoned 1o me, and | cross over to
him  He pulls medown on his hnees,
and drags my head towards lam untsl my
mouth and clin are nesthny on his neck.
T could dic for this man,

3,00k hete, my child,” he says, strok-
g down my hair as if he were smoothing
tangles out of 3t.  *Look here, darling,
we wdl get this business over, and get 1t
over sharp.  We wili run up to Balfonr
for four ot five day«. 1f you +annot hold
sour own with the old Jady, you must
sham all, and avoid discussion, and heep
to your rooms, if necessary. After we
have stopped there just as fong as it 1s
necesary, T will have a yacht ready for
u;at Leith. Do things at once. {nm
off now to arrange the carrage for us. 1
shall be back in an hour.  Tell F¢hcie to

ach.”

ne

Theu tie! fts me up, and as 1 «tand 1
front of him, gives me a_great hiss bes
tween the eyes  Then he takes my two
hands and <hakes them both as I have
sotnew dere heard is the custom of emper-
ors. Then, in the most prosatc manner,
he produces a eigar, and ashy me to hand
him a light.  And so he “trolis anay

» . . * .
Bltour Castio, N I}

et e hurry over intle detwfs  Before
the day 1~ tno thirds gone, Algy and 1
aresn London, and we lene by the nigit
espress for Balfour Lastle. The ram has
~topped and a heavy dew s fatling. 1 am
s well wrapped up that I de not feel the
wobl Algy 1ns esconsed me i rugs and
furs untid I'fectas 3f 1 were hybernatng
He stretehes himself vut opposite e and
iight~a huze pipe  Then we begm to
1alk of all manner of things

15 very curons, but | really helieve
that this the trst tme that Thave ever

en manied. T can waik to ALy about
anything

aude. rutde, click, sTak, Futle, gocs]
the trum, tll we stop At € alile

Then while Frlicie s handing me & tup * an imnense roof.

of cottee, the Station mnter comes sip,
and. respeetfully touchme the Ieather of
hissap hands 1 a telegran for Mes
Balfour  Aley Tooks on with o lary -
difterencs Lomnture of pood natore, per
fer soatdence and drowsaness  The
telegiam, however, has  ~ome nterest for
me  Dromireft agun i How on casth
can he have alealated on catehing me at
Cardinle?

Ihet Tegeum i tothe following eliect

“You may have trouble at Malfour

She tnaahe, nn s ltan Balfour B dye Stone
e |
ean o Bl e the |

;thc pretures begm 1o look very ke Jack,

o

e nerdy because starched rutfs and stomach-

Bt fa fast

Techygn o of ourd tha §ak b
ot departed Toveoe mde o Wl 1
fhowgh Dronnr ot ~ fopmey fettors gt n
Tl e s Bl e he Bl ddone -0 bur
Stoppme Bere m bl amd ey

nne another  1ou wust he
G s deslep fad e jam ay 1l due e se
i saibdoe our b 1 hope yoaowalt ke
rav oo venf the § e i senchuccd smee §oane
Vot e W s 1 mene 1han nlt e g
The nun §aeiles Ve e ilie gs the foreble ol wemnan
wre D and st nwhom Thare been waned Ban b heer faoid b bopay e e TR tike
Hun one never san el Aatoliees prow s e old Fissim s n .
The 4l iyl Indes avaron dawe mdheg Brase gt datop e Ve ng
Ambow Eaeintabessieniely Jiek - voue nce for one o oand for ol
Tt woubi he ven piear fon ne amae e
oldgentiemm }onetmesredll bele-c

Woitth o mean bomwtenge b oecdmof
we s bactnda e
Vqouaicy 41 ¢ undan dhl
nes e geph G e
of the Bun ks on
ad uofent And s
st o oy suldn
omplete ot
\ fose s drnace s w ot for My and soth e
sasdi mebthen a4 b wagonette for cuuntler
whe Bnegge and tanbod s touchag v atul
i~ bonnet vy Moy whe s cudenthy o Ihe Toner s good, dull and ~ofcinn i
Stfeudaihing i Hese pet Lhe «@ve ooeopmie wware thar he old Lidy a5 fhithe = 70 old sentlenm s !"A‘!' B
1= short andst s gl e tndour o1 e i necand 1oeat very Intle, wnd percve -up here tor vveehm e
w1 barge room with @ wemendow wond dmat myeelf 1o waten colered wath caret sure he would e chmed o choall tha
nre here in some <olfdental o ghis for the he B 1 sees sl st would be wes farmy
Alvamother * o Ay, - does ot dimoer sof troe Scotch Bpe Salmon, e with bim payny comphiner s wootd
come down untsi g mnthe lay  Dinncr prouse. wndets of roe tenson and wlithat Mes Bdfour ond pracieane on dl her
~arephs ftebod my Wld o o0 bt ety of strange ddishes thag ot wedk pomis  Thave a wreatmmd ta ~ap-
hours e dd <y Bewidder g visttor to the Hhghlends  The pest the wdea 1o Mgy, whe knows ey
The raw Seoteh wr and the lony 1our g cieer would be magaahsentsf T ould only *wolt whe and whet ne fuend Paot o 1
ney have made mo feel as hewy as af bopetatat dont ~ee how My, could object, o
hadrahen 1 double dose of my favorste  Atter sbnner. we ol thiee withdien mp“}'cm\" Diromnoff gors e stavs at the
chimal 1 fall asteep under Tihoe's: Mes Balfour « owgiroomt Fioe tea and ' Bussin Fubassy, and, it 1 needless 1o
hands  The bed 1o.an anmen e one. I zoftee we brought i We Imter abont ajadd s recened everywhere with open
am lostms the wood 15 souttering e and talh of the views i the nrgh anns, whatever mw be the paric ular
and Lrickhing i the prate The wallsare harhood. and the foot and mouth disease, ;[nm tion- he has to discharge.
pancied with biuk o Hireand there ! and the recent fload which dud so muchy here w ume epough. howerer, and,
are pctures of foryoticn Balfours, ! damage, and thechinees of aheasy dnlt‘“ldeﬁi. ntore than enotyh *o think of Al
strunge costumes, witl vutles and clay-{of snow. and the necesaity of putting fthese thiag~  The visits fiom our neigh
auorewand 1ahers an therr hias  But fresh fead on the west wing of the tables, | hors are growmg more nunierous every
there s abundatice of wiven tapers and and then the old *ady nings for her mad. + dav. and hetare long >ome of thepy nust
there are large nureors here and there ta and £ with an aitectongte good-mpht, be veturned }?rnx-«rl many hours too,
Inght the great <hamber up  And ~a I wetire ta oy room Ay follows me and 1 am out suth \igy n the glonous Scork
sury my hod i the p How + 1ings the bell, makiny, ~ome ort of sygnat air - Indoors, 1 have ta yave ax much ul"
This 1+ Baltour Caste, and 1 1sactu dly thy 3t imtonation my leure as ‘wmﬂhlc to my mother mn-
my awn howse . tor the old fady 1s heret  Immcdiatels appears 4 gres headed ' nd we all go to bed caeh. for the
unly upon sutferance, | hare had hard'Lutler. whe after wecering some brief. Scotehar and the warm room make you
tmesof i1 | hivehad to iyght iy wav., order 0 uwntelgbls Dore buws s [drowsy. o that the day. on the whele s
< ngle handed, wamst allthe world \!rn‘m: In ¢ fow minutes e respectfully nof at 4l oo fony
and women, both althe, have beea tre wh | reappears and we folly him a tew paces  Mrs Taffour has apparently tiken me
crous tome  Hewen only knows® € o dawnthe corndor. What 110om* fras nte her conhdence 1 onomy partam
I be bloned for playing e own hind - ornimented with every possible tiophy of most aretul o woid il her prejdices
Atlast] have got eversthing 1 wished theshase  There are heads, not of decr | Ofmost of them [ have been caretully
for  Lamtsh even without \yy nchalone, but of seatand fox and badger {forewamd. and the remander 1 can
on i Monte Carlo winnines  With  1he wactapers throw their hght upon, guess by asort of mstinct Oneday 35 50
Alyy s fortune {+an tace ~ocsety, bully it fulorous specmens of ~ayfe and osprey Itk anather that § bave hmdh counted
and ditate to it People lihe [adv andfalcon  Inthe wiches. recesses, and the march of tme  Irly one mornmg,
Damer wilb mitnigue for the -z/7e. of my worners of the panclng are rodsand niiles [however, come~ an unpleasant surprise
Fondon house [ ~shail have them all at and otter spears. ere - cushng 1t on the ~hare of a long and fuendly
iy feet They will be round me, from tones and shates and <row-shoes : and jletter fram Lady Damer, and its cyident
bishops to boy. a0 the Blues and from evers here and there 1+ «he head of «nl\\e"“\l!&i 1nia bemiited tothe Castle  This,
Secies tarjes of Stite 10 tising, batnisters. 1 n e horse.undec which hangs the! I need hanlly say. I have not the Ieastin
And the best of stas that T am nolonger budie e was last ndden o rtenton o doing 1 have, m an uncon-
decerving 1y own ~ou’  When st This 15 my roon.” says Algy, *and, s 1ots had of way, been thinking things
began to measure foils with Algy | looked 1 vours, darimg, whetfever you ke, and here | out for inyselfe and have armmed at <ome
upon hum a « wood natured fool whowas 18 supper. |ien x!ehmh;xnnrhl\mlh—ﬂnut h as people
prohibly yood for money if he were a-hed | And there was supper. which the butler, sho go 1o sleep thimking of any thing very
£t 1t 1 the properway  Now Famproud| had brought m a bwlers tray. Hot]intentit and somewhat n doubt and diffi-
tabe his wife, and while Fam thisking all <iimon  cutlets, cold grouse. beet-ront| culty about w, often wike up in the mor-
this, he comes nd soils the enfcr-down fsalud a cabinet pudding, claret, sham 110¢ o tind everything clear ana simple. |
<quilt round my nech and face and <toaps panc and some guamt old Dutch bot-? This Svotch aur, a1 have sad. makes
for a hiss, and tells e that heis gomg | tles i a quant Dutch basket [ felt my- you seepy . but [ am sure. ubo, that »t
down to have a fook at the home fasm | «elf catelnne of Ballour Castle  Esi-fquichens vour brain,
and that Iy go to Jeep with an easy | dently, 1 ¢ old butler < onsidered me so [ In Batfour Castle  ammy osn mstress. |
mind, for he himself wall see that T get ap  And s hien supper was_over, and Aley |1 must really persuade Algy that T .
1 tune for dinner And so { begin todoze | «trets hed huncelf out and_Iit hns bag prpe | tred of London, and that a few weeks m
and to dream:  here 1 the warmih of] il it fong stent of albatross bone, T|the scason are ah we want of i For the |
the room, there i« the glorious tire on the  sat down an the bear shin in front of the | rest of the fc‘" 1 shall be comfortable |
heatib, theze ate the old Balfours looking | firc and faws my head upon his knees and 1 herny ot shall make Algy tahe me about
down upon me fromins walls. The light| burst out erying  J was, simply, so very*to plues I have not yet seen. 1 <hall
rom the tapers . b | wbout from| happy then be able to keep objecuonable people
migro. ta revvor B i 3y wendidly warm. ai_arms length. Anyhow, Lady Damer
oyttt L o o s o The Teriry hewevon when 1
ve y S at's flat. The letter, hi Y
P A v N Wi come to finsh 1t, ends with what is
obviously intendeias a threat. * Oddly
enagh, o Ema st ertics
met the other day that very clever and
accomplished man, Captain Foctnbrac,
He is a great travler, and has either been
to Venczuela, orelée 1s going there 5 [ am

a

CHAPTER XXV,

balfoter Cactic, N.&#
Ard hese tvanold lady with a starched | THE neat two oy hree days are bitterly
FRAN 30T cmpns b ewdthow taneyy oo The saowemraten déeply, and
et tie Mrs. Balfour whea it ceased falling, the keea frost set
’ 1 ; but the Castle luinlxcmuxly warmand
comfortable It has never been a castle

in the proper sense of the word, but it 1s

and this 15

¢ must have yone out of fashion long
Balfour was ever e 1€
He <aid that he

Besides, how could there possibly be a
picture of jack n the room  Anyhow, 1
am nd of lm  Tlus 15 my own room jn
my own house, and 1f Mrs. Balfour had
put o1 forty runles and stom wchers, | need
uot atd of her.

1 think 1 shall make up to het, and ks
her, and tell her everything  Not exactly
everything, you know, but enough to
make her believe herself wiser than any-

dy clse  And 1 will talk to her about
alt hinds of things, and 1 will ask her ad-
vice, whether [ want it or not.  She must
be fond of Alyy. Any woman would be
proud ot such 2 son

-And of <he 1 fond of him 1t will be casy
enough to manage her. Al hase to do
i3 to fit myself into my place a3 comfort
ably as T am fitung myself into these grear
pillows of eider-down

I have been a fool
best part of my bfce 1 hate the old
schemes, [ was a fool to desty my hands
with men hke Jack 1t 15 as casy to wun
straight as to run crooked, and it 1s much
more pleasant.  Amyhow, ! am <afe
hachor now.  Algy will be back before
tong  Fdhicie must do my haw plunty. 1
will wear the black velvet, with the old
pomt lace. Pearl ear rings, only my wed
ding nng and one other. I shall not
want rolor after the journey. And1tan
talk abaut the roem. Say how nice 1t was
How { ke awood fire. ~ And the old pic-
tures and the biak ouk.  When wall Algy
come* | am aery sleepy amd vers
happy

. . » . *

Algy wakes me as he promuned  Dear:
Algy ™ 1 am fally myself  The delicious
sleep m this great bed has been better
thn all the chlorat m the world  While
Fehoe ss finshing my toifette, he stands
an front of the tire 11\1? talis tome  The
}mm:e 1 thought Tike Jach is one which
he bates It o the porirait of a Balfour
whose title to 1he name was doubtful, and |
wha was saspected of haing aided m the
betrayat of Muntrose.  There the picture !
 and there st hs got to stop, but Algv
wauld Sooner it were an v

There s a great nall in B dfour Castle
with wandows of stamed glasy, and the
antfodd head of deer, and st~ of armor, |
and great oak setties wnd bHanner,, and

[ haie wasted the

o ados, und out of the dars, s the pr
vate dming, room.  Here 1 meet M !
Baifour i
She i s tul opright woman, who must |
once hue heen very handsome

but as white as the saow upon the moors
She 1 dressed m bla & sk with rsre old

value
She ads ances o meet me very s 1ous 1
By law gld, she savs, to welione

powerfully built, and could, T dare say,
ave stood 7 sicge for some days in the
old tmes, before heavy artillery came mto
use. ‘The walls are immenscly thick, with
deep-set windows.  f the fire-places 1
hase spoken .dready. There are long
wallerses in which you can wann your
blood with . brish "walk, if the weather
¢eps you in, and my own roomis arc ex-
quisite.

I never fully reahzed untif now alf the
cnjoyment that ss to be got out of a big
house: but 1 am vut of doors, a yood
deal  Algs has a _plendid Canadian
steigh, and an immense assortient of:
bear-shins and butfalo robes, and be takes
e for long drives threugh the park and
round the out-<hirt~ of the forest, and into
the adsacentand out-lying villages. Lvery-
tung 10 Seotland i s0 new to me, that 1
am as pleased as a child at the sea-side
when it is fornched with a spade and
bucket, and 15 actu dly allowed to paddte
in the water and play about on the wands.

not quite sure which.
knew Colonel Despand  perfectly well,
and, when 1 20ld lim of your marriage to
My Balfour, seemed, for a_moment very|
much astonished. He will probably he
in Scotland before long.”

“There are certam notuents in one’s hfe
when one feels as sf it would be a4 real
comfort to Aill somebody At this wmo-|
ment 1 have a particular fechng towards
Lady Damer  What harmn of I ever d.mi
these women, that they cannot now let
me alone? 1 have not robbed them of
Algy. He never cared for any of the
crew.  He would as soon have chosen a |
wife from the chorus of the Eden Theatee. |
But yet, Lad, Damer is clearly venomons {

1 thivk 1 must put dear old Diomuroft on

4s o an o this e old 7
wT A e Dy ot t
aer and 1 the eotter 1oom of
Wb wbeh M avs,
seis i thi koo of DBrowamg’s
Aibyns

fo s
e

f

Her wow dlen .~-\

some few shee - we Ay aested the
cons hiere gmdoshie v wee
poned e sp 1 b dbons e orr
st deihe oo mabehiom Goud e
Fhis s wne
T vk

~
Sl

JHoo -
e

A §trle taner down comes the pithy

comamen laten
T daemd kol poe

O the nost pave T had don s
pontt wath it~ 1ol w s mouth. — the old
Lol cmblem nfeternity. iy had
wettton iy nawe mvde tis weird el
and 1 had woden mme below st

Ao did not the dday Stop at the mn
but we putled up shauply At the post of-
we, which 1 cxartly opposte the mu
dvor

Afyt jamps out of the Slayh and goes
1n {0 ke some s thout merdue
Tetters L semaming w - harge of the
cobs wrn 1y head 1o the nn and see
standiny at the door with iy hand<in his
porkets, and 4 meerschium pipe m bis
month - Jack §ortmbras

He fooksat me and | look.ithim  The
reconton 1« uninistakable  But he stares
atme as if he had never seen me before,
and wondered who 1 might be ¢
nest minute he disppears through the

wing pg doors of the inn [he mmute
afternards Algy comes out of the post
oftice with a pertect assortment o Ietters
and parcels

1 tell hum that I ats cold and tired, and
bey um 1o dri.echome . and T wrap an
self in oy furs and wonder, pawtaliy. 1f
any euil v to happen  Phe vun 1y disap
pewmg fast. Where the ulls dip are
great pools of <lush 1 he trees are dup-
ping heauly. Al along the aver a thick
gy mist is nang and slowly chmbing up
the il side 1 <hiver, and wrap ms robes
closer round me

it sa comtont fo dasli up dinost at a
gatlop under the € astl¢ por b, and to hod
e s selt i the wreat hail before an enor
mous hire of logs

retite fo My room to prepare for din-
ncr. Bui before 1 feel Suthoenths my~f
tc ppeat, Fuhidie has artially to nind e
some cognat It i the first tne | hne
touched the statf for weeks.

*Madant bas been agitated s she m-
quires

T laok at her, full a. the eves. but her
face 3 unscrutable. )

“ Madam must not «llow herself 10 be
upset  If there 1s ans thing that troubles
Madam, she must inake hght of st.”

1 <ay nothing, and she says nothmy
more, And ~oshc finshes dreswng me,
and [ make my way down to dinner.

At thns minute, :3 1 could Ll Jack my
pay anybody to do <o, T
Lc worth the spin of a brass

self, or could
life would not
farthing
[ have sworn 1o forget the past, 10 be
another woman, to lote my old self, and
if ack, for hie ila pur faoaea
to thys¥t me, MBS G he upon his
own head, | Sertanly will gave him_no
uarter. Tosmorrow moming, the first
thing, T shall telegraph to Dromiroft

CHAPTER \AVL
Balfour Castle, N.F.
As soon as Fchan wakes up n the
morning. [ situp 1 bed; scnbble a tele-
gram to Dromiroff, and addrews 1t to
Claridge’s Hotel--
“*Eartinbras has come up here
handly order him tack wain
i very <ight s hateful,
Vo have power. Use it ©
Then [ take my chocolate and turn
reund to sleep.  When 1 wake, 1 find the
weather has changed.  The <now b
melted away, and the lawns round about
the houce and the paths in the gardens

hertrack. 1often wonder whythat uncoutn | are perfectly clear. ~Algy, who has been
old mouc/urrd should have heen wtracted | the round of the home farm, comes back
tome.  He mast have scen through me  1edolent of fresh e, and full of life and

atonce And yet he has never ceased
to follow me about wi.h letter aftes letter,
evincmy the most lnely nterest in my

Algy, tou, allows me to drive, and tells { welf;

methat 1 base lght handg, and shall mahe]
acapial whip He 1s with me all day.
Indeed, he hardly ever leaves my side for
a moment.  Nor 3w this devotion without
its advantages, for 1t prevents any long
221 d tete Detween myself and bis mother,
Old Mrs  Balfour sull continues ver

gracious, but T can sec that she is smm{
g strietly on her wuard, and is, for the
present. only wating her opportumty foi
a determined atth,  fn the intenval,
however, things are going very pi¢ santiy.
Severat of the people near here have
called, and it has been settled that, after a
fml!lmght or three weeks, we are 1o have a

1 have, for the present, a: any ratc,)snow has fallen deep upon it, and <aved 'could tell

2onsented 1o remam here longer than we
had onginaliy aranged to do | hate
warelny in winter. and [ am very happy |

elfare.

With all these doubts and suspiions
and faneies whivhng in my hram, 1 start
for my morning drive with Aigy. A thaw
has setin alternating through the might |
with sudden and sharp penods of frost |
From the thatch of the roitages, and the .,
gable ends, and the boughs of the trees
hang great icicles, <lowly gathermy in '
bulk as the drops run duwn then and
frecze upon them  Upon the hills the
<now i stll deep. In the valleys, how-
ever, and where the sun has fallen upon
i, 1t has begun to waste away, and we,
cn see %m“ patches of green showing |
here and there.  The emerald of the
gFass 15 the more brdlunt, for the hindly

it from the worst of ihe frost, and hept 1t
warm and comfortable.
The trees are dripping heavily, and un

health  Ths motber, he tells me, 15 ton-
fned to her rooms with neuralyia Slesgh
ing 15 out of the _question, and derving im
possibie.  le is yoing to put on foul
weather apparel, and ride down nto the
town where he wants to Jook at sonic
horses, which he is told will make 4 good
four-in-hand team-  He will be hack bee
fore dath Do | nund #

I must be forgiven for dwelling on this
scene.  Algy had just come in from tie
fresh open cir. His checks are dlushed.
Ihis hands are warm A5 be sits by me
he throws one great, strong arm round my
waist, and holds my chin with the other
e s more ke a {Ix school-boy than a
man of the world. "The very idea of his
strength and  self possession seems to
paralyze me. I am not such & fool . s to
<ry 3 bot I should hhe toery. 1 thh of §
him everytin abrolucely
c\u,\hmg at this very minute, that he
would swing round and pull me « fosely 10
b, and swear with<ometremendouseath

here, and Algy 13 the most attentive and | derncath them are yreot pools of snow  that we <houid both of us forgetr every-

devated of husbands.,

I am just a httle uncasy about Jach.
AMter ali however, o can defy hun or st
Dronuzatt on o bm  F<hae too, can be
trusted 1o he fathtul.  She has oo sood
< position for her 1o aflord to sk it by
any treachery. | have a good mind to
send fier down te London to make i i
yorres  She s naardly <deser. and. of§
Tack be stilln oy lund, could easily ferret

hess domng. It ight then, perhaps, be
worth while 1o heep my unholy bargain
with him, and to pav him his hush money
ont of nuy Monte Catlo winnings.

way  1iv uid be not at al a bad ~ettle-
ment of murters. 1€ he actuall, went hack

moment of despair, Blew s brams ot in

the traditional and orthodox way. 1, for niley distant from Balfour Castle  There|

half thawed and half frozen.  The roads
are ditficalt  Thesr surfuce has medsed i f
the mornng sun nd froen agmn at
nght, and melted agam nd frozen again.
unbif you could alinost ~kate upon them |
Algy has bad auls Alpme natls put
nta the <hoes of the two cobs, and o we
~put alenge mersidy an our drves without
a smgle stumble sir mvshap

I dme-atak 10 wheh I oam now

At the end of the Ll ovt his whereghouts, and ascertan what thoroughly accustomed  Algy \»mrlnm
d 1

e tup m Butalo rabes, heliese
enoys hinnelt A man. | have nouced,
hkes to fet a woman dive hun. or steer

With ' his vacht, or otherwine do somethtng ' solutely happy, and
Her|a lump ~um surh ag that. he could be al | wht hhe ought by rghts 19 do hinself ger. 1
hast 1> perfes th preserved and very thick, | Mot certam o ta the devil 1 Ins own P ease b ex ety as it

pleases him o
harc Jhildren «hmb upon his hnee, and
pull his beadand sle dis pockets, and

Mechim face that must be of fabulous 1o the Kiviery, tned to break the bank, pohe their fingers inte his eyes
Host ererytiang 1n & might, and ther, in a

No we dash along the roud until we
we reach the village, which s about four

thing, and begin bfe over again

1 have beard, wntil Tam tired ot it, that
we hae all our chances  This was my
last chance n thiswesld. And | anosed
i

1 told " ta take care of Timselt, and
satd thai § should take a butle turn i the
shrubbetics, and should be careful to send
munrses o 1o his mother « neuralge«

Then he Teft.  Then | got up and

diosced  then | <at down and tinr-hed
wy dm{ up to date It 13 now exaitly
noon. What « strange fife I have led

<hould be ab
without 4 rish or fan
does scem band. when every
thing @ going o nicely, that this Franken
stein of nuae should turn ap agan
must st Dromitoff 1t 15 of very
htde use to trust i Provedence

e e e ey

It were not for l[.nrk. I

TEN
\ fude after twelvo | went out lor my




