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vice we spent a short season withi Mir. Noci. Wc expressed to hlm the
satisfaction wc liad enjoytyd w~ fully in being pcrmittcd to unite, thuà with
brcthircn; but we tlultit ,stratige, bein, Prcsbyterians. 1 1l'hy, sir,
our Vaplisi brclliren in -me,'ica must bc vcry big-o!ed.' 'But,' I re-

plied, ' is this open seiitiicît raitural w~ith you ; how is it throughonv
ail England?' ' Why, siit is getting to bc general, if it is not se
already. It is so in all our large towns. Pcrhiaps there are some places
ln the country, wvhere thcy aro a littie independent and high-mindcd;
but we wcicome ail who love the Saviour.'"1

'What Christian bas not rcaiizcd the consolation of prayer, when, wear-
led i'itli the cares and vexations of life, beset by temptations within 'and
without, we find rest and streiigth at tiefoot of the cross. Whi carth-
]y sorrows press beaviiy upon us, or dcath lays bis paie band upon Some
idol we ha-ve shrined with in aur hecarts and worshipped, we find ln hum-
ble prayer aione Ilthat pece whlich passeth ail understanding, and
whichi the 'world eau neither give nor takze awvay.'> In proportion to the
growth of religion in t'le hcart is snan"ested a spirit of prayer. *When
the fire of hcaveniy love burrus brightest on its hidden aitar; when the
worid, withi its picasures and ailurements, pales before the hrightncss of
that Ilope to -whieh the soul is àninehored, and -wh;ch Ilentcreth within
the vail," reveaiinor the "'dlories -%vhielh aur Fatlier bas prepared for
those who love hlm ;11 then it is that the eloset., tlic sanetuary of prayex',
is best ioved, and most fraquented.

But whien love to Ood and zeai for the promotion ofiRis cause beconmes
swallowed up in business or pleasure, thie farnily aitar is brok-en down,
the cioset is seldom entered, and prayer bas beconie a burden.

As with the individuial, so with tue Chureh. 'Whien shie stands forth
in her brightness and beauty, as a light unto the worid, "lfair as the
sun, pure as the moon, and terrible as an ariily ivitlh banners ;"1 zealous
to do lier 31aster's work; iaboring day and ight without ceasing, to
bring "cthose who sit in dar-kness and the sbiadow of death"l unto the
"marveiiuus liglt of the gospel of Christ Jesus ;"' lhen lier prayer-cir-

aIles are filled to overflowing, and the, voice'cf supplication is hecard ln
lier midst; when that voicecsses, and that prayer-room is silent, the


