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Abraham assaults them at night, and in
the confusion and darkness defeats them
utterly.  He already acts as lord and pro-
teetor of the promised land.

V. 17.—Shaveh—a *‘dale” (probably)
in the neighborho)d of Jerusalem.

V. 18.—Melchizedee, king of righteous-
ness ; equivalent to Adonizedec.  Salem,
Jerusalern.  The word Salem means peace:
thus this wondertul man was by name king
of rightcousness, and by rule king of peace.
He was a true priest of God, “the last re-
maining blussom of a past devdopmem
rcmining the knowledgee of God as revealed
to Noah. Hewus “greater than Abraham ”
in that he was in full and peaceful posses-
sion of & place to which Abraham only
looked forward. Meichizedece had already
the kingdom and priesthood which in fu-
ture were to be possessed by Abraham’s
seed.  Cnrist is the true “King of right-
eousness > and  *“ king o' peace,” and
¢ priest of the most hich God.””

Melchizedee's genealogy is not told: read
Heh. vii. *Bread and wine” to refresh
Abraham, and to serve as svmbols of that
refreshment enjoved by tlu. true children of
Abhraham in the Lord’s supper.

V. 20.—T'ithes—a tenth part of all the
spoil was given by Abraham to Melchizedee
as a priac(. Thus the Aaronic priesthood
paid tithes ““in Abraham ”’ to a priest of a
different order, the type of Christ.

Vv, 21-24.—Abraham’s conduct shows
that he did not go to warfor spoil. Lot
goes again to Sodom !

LEessoxs.

1. We should help our friends when they
are in difficulry.

2. God is the possessor of heaven and
carth.

founder of the church, and for that high
office God trained him.

V. l.—Abgaham has just returned from
his expedition against the confederate kings,
having thoroughly humbled them, ung
rescued the captives ana the spoil taken in
Sodom. On reflection it would appear to
him not improbable that these powerful
chiefs would rally their forees and attack
him in his quict home in Hebron, To meet
these fears, God promises him protection.
Fear not, I am thy shield.  Abraham had
@encrously refused to retain any of the
spoil,—xiv. 23; and a5 the reward of his
generosity God says, I am thy reward.

Vv. 2, 3.—Abraham has been encouraged
to expect & numeronsseed, and God’s bless.
ing upon them, and through him all the
familics of the earth 3 and, conse ucntly, as
long as he remaing (luldlcss there is po
prospect of the promise being fultilled. e
has already waited long for the promise,
and his faith begins to waver.  Ie has even
thought of .uloptm" as his heir, his servang
Eliczer.

Vv. 4-6.—Here God correets Abraham’s
rising fears, and assures him that his own
child shall be his heir.  And to impress this
more forcibly, leads him forth from his tent,

, on a bright starry nizht, and hids hin count

3. From Lot’s cxperience let us learn |

the great danger of associating with the
wicked.
DocTrRINE TO BE PROVED.
Melchizedee is a type of Christ.
cx. 4; Heb. v. 6, and vi. 20.

FOURTH SABBATH.

Psalm

Svnrecr :
Gen. xv. 1-21.

Let it ever he horne in mind, in these
lessons, that God's desizn in calling Abra-
ham, was to scparate a people from the
nations fast sinking into idolatry,—Josh.
xxiv. 2; and to found in the word a visible
chureh, in which shonid he preserved the
knowledee and worship of his name as the
one living and true God.  With this view
God repeatedly appeared to Ahraham, and
trained him to cxercise implicit faith in his
being, faithfulness, and power. Abraham
was to be the father, and, in a scose, the

Abraham justified by faith. |

the stars, if he can; and adds, so shall thy
sced be. Abraham’s doubts vanishes, and
he believes in the Lord; and he counted it to
him for righteousness.  In Rom. iv. the
apostle refers to this incident in the life of
Abraham, as an example of ;u\tlﬁmtxon by
faith. Be carcful to explain that it isnet
the act of faith or beliering that is counted
for rightcousness, but the object of faith.
Abraham’s cve had regard to the prormise,
and his faith rested on God's faithfulness,
So we must he saveld, not by works, butbv
believing in Jesus. This may be u]ustrated
by the wounded Israclite fovking to the
scrper‘t —Numn. xxi.; Johu iii. 14.

Vv, 7-11 --Ha\nw promised Abraham
a numerons sced, God now renews to him
the promise of Canaan, as the home of bs
posterity.  Verse 7. Abrabam having ex-
perienced the happy effects of a sign asks
another, not from unbelicf, but tostrengthey
his faith. Ver. & At God's bidding ke
prepares a sacrifice.  Ver 9,10, While
Abraham is waiting, pmh..!»l\ for fire from
heaven to consume the sacrifice, in tokenof
God's acceptance, the birds of prey come
down on the carcascs. In like manne,
when we would worship God, sinful thoughts
like unclean birds, often interrupt our wor-
ship; let us, by watchfulness and prase,
drive them away. Jam. iv. 7, On anothe
occasion Abraham left his servant and
asses behind him, when he went to offr
sacrifice.  Gen. xxii. 5.

V. 12.—Abraham has been engaged witk
God all the day. The vision mentioned 2



