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FOREIGN MISSIONS.
LETTERS FROM TANA.

The follow'img Letters from Mr. 'Matheson, have been lying over for
some Uirne for %vant of space. In our last issue we publishied one of later
date, as the Clicrelî was eager to liear ail Uie intelligence received, respect-
in- the ex1 )uiion of the breUiren froin the island. WTe would re ornmend
now the perusal of Mr. Matheson's interesting letters in their order, the first
under date of Dec. 27r1i, 1861, the second, Jany. llth, 1862, and the third
as publislied in oiir last number.

*Wrlyof being written in letters of gold, are those words of our Mission-
ary, whielh we qulote with a slight variation. Il llie u'ork is G'od's. It is
bis deterniination tlîat the Lord Jesus shall have tue heathen for bis inherit-
ance, and no power on earth or liell wvil1 be permittedl te, overtlirow the w'ork.
Let thos 3 therefbre wio have powver witht God and caii prevail, stand l'y us i
t/ds trying hour."

TANA, December 2î th, 1861.
Rev. and D.,ar Sir,-AM 1 purpose sending- a messenger to the h arbour shortly,

I embrace the oppeortunity of forwarding a few lines. 1 had a note froin MNr.
Paton about a înonth ago, saying that home papera and hetters were there sý'wait-
ing us. but as the natives have a supersthtious fear of carrying letters between our
stationq, we are often many weeks withou t having auy direct communication, and
tantalizing thoughi it be, thus to have yotir letters brought as it wvcre te the very
door and not hiave an opportunity of taking them in for inonths-it ie only one of
the inany incidents in whicb the niissionary is often obliged-(reluctantly it is
true) to let patience have ber perfect work.

Siîice rny last, we have finished the building of our bouse-and have, 1 hope,
pretty muelh don-, with manual labour about the mission preinises for somne time.
You. will reinember that we commenced the house during the early part of the
year, but afier the hurricanes, suspended ail operations about it until after the
completion ef the Clhurch. Finding that the hurricanes had throwa a larger amouint
of manual labour uipen my hands than I was possibly able te overtake, without
rnaterially intterfering witli the spiritual interests of the work, ini order to Save
money, labour, and tirne, and also te husband my strengtb as much as possible, 1
ordered a quantity of floôring, &c., from Sydney, ail ready for turnin'g te account.
The wood having corne te hand free of freight, and not requiring te expend any
labour upon it, 1 find that I have succeeded in building at a sinaller expenditure,
and miore expeditiously than I possibly could have donc, by buying simply the
roughi material, and spending time and strengyth in converting it into shape and
form for building purposes. Vfic bouse consists of four apartinents, viz., two bcd-
rooms, a parler and study, to the baek of which we have added the bouse wh icb
was formcrly builf at the sea, which consistcd of tbree rooms, and which we had
renoved Iast year te the hilI station. 0f the latter we have converted the best
room into a dining reem, the second into a store room, and the third (which boasts,
of neitherfloor nor windew) into a wood house, carpenters 8hop, &o., &o.


