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inform them? Surely if parents, and pas-
tor, and elders, and Sunday School teachers
are duly thoughtful and watchful, they will
prayerfully consult together, and will find
the most suitable way in each case of lead-
ing the little disciplo to a consciousness of
his state and a modest recogiition of his
privilege. Ought not this more than it is
to be a matter of watchful consideration
and of frank consultation on the pait of all
these official guardians and nourishers of
infant piety? : -

In conclusion, suffer me frankly and-fer-
vently to testify to the experimental value
of the communion to the youngestof Christ's
disciples. These visible, tangible tokens,
these emblems which our eyes look upon,
and our hands handle, ani our lips touch,
are more helpful, more needful to the young
than to the mature. Children are more de-
pendent on sensible tokens than mature
men for vivid impression and distinct re-
membrance. The child wants something
which he can keep “to remember you by
when you go away from him. The Lord
gave us these tokens for just tHat—to re-
member Him by, ¢ This do in remem-
brance of me.” This communication will
be read, I trust, by not a few who were
welcomed to the Lord’s Supper as little
children. I ask all such if, as a means of
grace, it was not more important to the
then than row. ‘The solemn self-examina-
tion in preparation for the communion, the
calling to remembrance of faults and sins
into which you had fallen, and asking for-
giveness for them, the renewal of vows and
the carnest prayer for help to keep them,
the distinct mental beholding of Cinist
crucified, the tender thoughts of Him as you
sat in the impressive silence while the bread
and the cup were passed tlirough the con-
regation of communicants, the fixing and
completing of all these impressions by the
reverent touch and taste of the elements, do
you not remember all these as helps to your
subsequent endeavours to keep your steps
faithfully onward in the narrow path, even
more needful to youthen than now ?

I think that this will be read by some
who have come first to the Lord’s table
later in life, but not as hoping that they tad
Jjust then found the Savieur. They had
teebly hoped in Him for years, but cannot
have courage openly to confess Him by this
act of obedience to His dying request. ~ You
have lost much by this delgy,, much of cn-
Jjoyment and much of strengthening. Do
not you feel this to he so? Then testify
thus, I prey you, to your pastor and bre-
thren, and entreat them to look after the
Tittle disciples.

When the Charch is doing so much to
instruct the children, so much to secure
that they shall early know all the elemen-
tary truths of the Gospel, shall she not ex-

peet the Divine Spirit to make her teach. §
ings eurly effectunal? And shallshe sterly §
or thoughtlessly shut away from the tabj§
of Christian communion the little ones jp
whose hearts Christian faith and love s
implanted? In every Church which Chriy
blesses with true spiritual motherhood, wij |
there not be little communicants? _If ay;. &
where on earth now, is it not at His on
talk that we may hear our Lord’s genisl
voice saying, * Suffur little children to con: 88
unto me, and forbid them not.”
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THE PRESBYTERIAN GHURCH IN GANAM

The following article, written from i
point of view of Ontario, and copied froafgy
the Giobe, will be read with interest: §

The lately effected union of the differenl
Presbyterian Churches in the Dominion o8
Canada has attracted a large amoun
attention, and has atready, we doub: gy
had a very beneficial influence. It
take, however, some time to show
may be the extent of that influence,
how specially it has been exerted. I
meantime, as the minutes and statistits
the different contracting Churches 1o
Union in the last stage of their sepan
existence come in, we can at any rai
with what strength the United Chw
starts, and also what progress the s
sections had made within the few yearsk

a5t

tics as possible; and though, from con
gations not reporting, as well as from
canscs, these statistics have never be
solutely correct, yet the approximation
such a desirable state of Jhings has 4
become greater, till we come to the
18id before the Assembly at its meetizg g
Juae last, which is now before us, 13
which gives as full a view of the stre
contributions, and operations of that Ched
as could almost be expected. Itsoh
that the Canada Presbyterian Church
had a2 General Assembly for six years;
if wo take the statistics at the unimg
1861, and 1870, the year of the first Ay
bly, and compare them with those o i
last, we shall have some very unmissg
able intimations of progress daring t g
tervening period. g
Tn 1861, when the union betwes
Free and United Presbyterian C
took place, there were, il told, 226 »
ters of both bodies. Xn 1870, whenthe
General Assembly was held, there g
294; and in 1875, at the time of thedN



