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littie mare, and wa8 a yoig man of ex- wvould desiro to inceet i'n a solita1ý. ieco
cellent character, keen at a bargain, but of woods-appeared to hesitate a littie,
zione the -worse liked by the Yankees, as if lie wais eitlbc,r seltreling, bis niemory
who, as 1 have heard thenisay, would for news, or wcighing the expcdlicucy of
rather he shavcd with a sharp) razor than tclling it. At last mniounting ou the Step
a duil one. E>Ipeci.ally -%vas lie, beloved of the c.art, ho whviisperedl in the car of

bythe 1)retty girls along the Connecticut, Doiicuiits, thougli lie nifight have shout-
'whose favour lie used to court by pic- ed aloud, and no other inortal would bave
sents of the best smokig tobacco in bis heard hlmi.
stock, kn.igwell that the country I <(I remember one littie trille of
lasses of New E ngland are generally great news," said he. "OldbMr. Higginbothata,
perforiners on pipes. Mvoreover, as will of Rimbailton, -%vasmiurdercd Iliii bis ore-
be seeu in the course of my storyf, the bard, at eighit o'clock last niglit, by au
pediar was inquisitîve, and somethiinr(, of Irishmnan and a nigger. They strungi
a tattier always itching to hear the news, him Up to the branch of St. Michael's
and anxious to tell it again. pear-tree, whec nobody would tind hlm.

Alter an early breakfast at Morris- tili the morniug."
town, the tobacco pediar, vuose naine As scon as this horrible intelligence
-was Lomiuicus, Pilze, had travelled seven was comniuniicatcd, the stranger betook
miles througx a solitary pieco of woods, hiseif to bis journcy again, 'with more
witbout sp)eaking a word to auybody but speed than ever, liot evenl turning bis
hlrnself and lis little grey mare. It bo- bond when Dominicus invitcd hlmi te
ing nearly seven o'clock, ho vas as cager smoke a Spanish cigar, and relate ail the
to hold a morning gossip as a city. shop- particulars. The pediar whisticd to bis
keeper to read the raorning paper. An ]marc and went up the hli, pendcring on
opportuuity seemed at baud, when, after thc doleful fate of Mi'. Higginbotbam,
lighting a, cigar with a sun-gflass, ho look- whom ho liad kuown lu the wvay of trade,
ed up, and perceived a man coming over liaving sold him, many a bundli of long
the brow of the blli, at the foot of wvhich. nines, and a great deal of pig-tail, lady s
the pediar had àtopped bis green cart. twist, and fig tobacco. Mie waas rather
Dominicus watdhed bilm as lie dcscended, astenished at the r, pidity with wbvidhi the
and noticed thnt hoe carried a bundle over uews had sprend. Klmbailton was rient-
lis shoulder on thc end of a stick, aud ly sûxty muilcs distant in a straigbt liue;
travelled with a wea ry yet determiued the inurder liad been pei-petrated only at
patce. nie did -net look as if le. bad start- eight o'clock the ,preceding, nigît; ye4
ediluthe freshng.ss of the moruiug, but Dôminicus lad hena-d of it at seven lu the
had footed it ail nigît, v!nd meant te do morning, wvhen, in ail progbability, poor
tho sanie ail day. Mr. Higginbothtdns own family Lad but

"Good -meruing, raistrr," said Lomini- just discovéred.bis corpse, hanging on the
ou;, wbeu within spea]<ing distance. St. Michael's peax-tree. Te~ stranger on
"Yeu go apretty goed jog., What'sthe foot must bave -worn seven-league boots
latest news ntYarker's Falls 1'1 te travel at sudh a rate.

The mari pulied the .broad brim of a "El1 ncws flies fast- tbey say,» tËioûgt
grey bat over bis ceyca, and- auswered, Dominious Pike; !"but this beats rail-
rather sullenly, that he did not corne from roà<ls. The ýfellow ouglit te, bé hiréd
'Parkcr's Falls, .wlich, as beluig the -liit te -go express rwitb the Presideut's Més-
Of his own day's jour--y, the redlar-had sqage."'i
naturallymentiouedl iun i.ý%lnquiry.. The difficulty was solved by supposink

"Witheni" rejoined Dornicus tInt tîe narrator bad maùde amiistake of
IPike, "llet's have -the lateat news, wbere eue day in' the.date of the occuirieuce;
yen did orne 1rom. I'm netparticular so tIntour friend did not hesita:te te izi-
about Parkeer'aUli. .&uy place, .ill troduce, tIc story at every tavern -and
answer.2 1 country istore along the rend; expeniding

.Being thrasimporbn.d,,,thetraveiler# -a whole' lunch of, Sponiali 'wrppm
vIe was as ililooking a fellow. 'one, among at lenat-wenty-horrified audièioe.
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