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Diseaso Amongst Horses in Goderich.

We have lately had a conumuunteation from Mr, J.
F. Duncan, Veterinary Surgeon, Goderich, in regard
to a fatal discase which has again appeared amongst
the horses belonging to an estabhshment in Goderich
Wa have no doubt but it 13 the result of some local
influence, actmg as & blood poison, and producing
the very alarming results which characterize the
disease.  Possibly the same causes are operating now
which were suspected as the cxeiting canses two
years ago,
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Birds and Balsams.

( 7o the Lditor of the Caxapy FARNER.)

Triexp FanMei.~If vou have no objection 1 wall
trouble you with a few thoughts on two different
subjects mentioned in your very instructive portodical.
Firct with regard to the ** Bied question.” ¢ think
I have wmentioned before that 1 have been very
successiul in the matter of plantations on a small
seale.  The result 13 that T have lots of v, Uy
say all the ye = round, for the hittle Lom T'its can bhe
heard in winter among the everareens, and last
winter grossbuahe, and jays, and a grey bind, abont
the size of 2 robin, whose name 1 don't know, paid
visits ¥l thrench winta.  la sumemer, at early
morning, there 1 a full chorns ot Chieay songsters,
and one and another, by himseli, through almost the
whole of the duy.  But, sir, bereis the rub, 1 can't
keep a strawberry or cherry, aud even the green peas
were shelled out this summer in a whoelesale manner
by the blackbirds (grackles).  Then the red currants
suffered severely, so that it eontes to e a question
whether you are to preserve the birds or the smalt
frrit.  Udon’t think, after a good deal of experience,
you can have both, but I weuld like your opinion on
the matter. Tor myw i T prefer the hm*s and so
patiently let the cherries and strawberries go,
although I do grudge the green peas and the red
ewrranis.  Leamght one of the Dlackbirds m 2 rat.
trap and hung him up a2 & warning, but the rogues
got over their fright ina few days and came back
and made another raid on the peas under the very
shadow of a fierce-looking scare crow to boot. The
most valuable fruits I know are rhubarh and black
currants, for no animal scem to smjure them, and
with o very little trouble they yichd large and whole-
§0MC cropY.

The other subject 1 would allude to is the cultiva.
tion of balsalng, double ones, of course 1 presume, 1
noticed an article m your last number on this subject,
but the requirements mentioned inat are se pumer-
ous, it is cuough to fnghten one from trying to grow
them, Well, sir, the first and main atem is to get
good seed, 1 got **Sunths Prize Balsam,” and they
are very beautiful tlus season, and have heen as gond
many times before. 1 tahe no extra trouble.  Tsow
the sceds in o small hot-bed about the last week of
April, and plant them ont in the open border close
to a picket fence a< soon ag they are about six inches
high, 1t the weather n drye 1 protect them with
shingles, and water than till they have fairly re-
covered the shock of tansplanting. 1 never use any-
thing but rolled manure aud the howse ashes in my
garden, exeept for cabbage, caulittower, &e., and
even then I give the horse dung a heating on the
sround hefore spreading ; and I just heat my balsams
tke other flowers, keep the ground toose and clean.
I may eay, however, “ny garden iy a Yight loam over
a coarse sort of gravel bottam 1 never had any
trouble wath halsams except irom old *‘Jdack Frost™
and these villainous cockehafers that eat off the ronts
uuderground, aml one scason I expernented with
them.” 1 lifted out two firm plants, 1 bloom, which
showed, by their drooping state, that the enemy was
there, found and killed the villams, and then re-
planted the balsams, and with a little watering and
protecting from the sun tora day or fwo they hoth
came round.  \When | want to have them Iate I plang
one or two in goap or cansdle boxes, and they will last
till the end of October iy balsams, this year, are
from two o three feet high and about two fect in
diameter across the man branches, and the flowers
ay large ag small roses,  Six or eieht bloscoms taken
and pat in a soup plate or & kuge saucer with o little
water or webt moss mike a beautiful omament ina
room and have a delieate sweet smell nlso,

Yours faithiully,

, Fergus, 21st August, 1873. BELSYDE.
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Book-Fanming.

dotwithstandmg the wide cirenlation of agrieul-
tural publications, consderable  prejudive  eaists
against what is known a2 hook-farming.  There are
in the world nataf w ~trange and unfounded pre-
judices, and there an others which bete some found-
ation.  The prejudice yprmmst book-farmng, is of the
Intter sort. It is not wholly without eause  Many
wnters on agrienlture have dealt largdy in were
theory, 1if not 1n fancuul speenlation  They have
suggested untried methods, and <pohen contileutly
of un-made expenmments  Just o< mwany a patentad
model fails to work through <ame unfursecn dulliculty,
so multitades of farming-made-casy cexpedients have
proved, on trial to be utterly usc fese. Morvover,
allowance needs to be made for diversities of clunate
and circumestances  What seeveeds i one Jatitude,
and ono sct of circumstances, mav fal in another
locality, and amidst a different state of thinee Meve
theoretical wniters are prone Lo overiaok these facts,
and untlinking readers are equally prone to take no
accountof them. Wantofsuceessin a course of action
suitable enongh olsewhere, haeded daTocs of contalanee
m published statements and printel suivices.  More
knowledge, retlection and common sense would have
prevented unsuitable directions being cither given or
followed, and would have prevenied, also, the conse-
quent prejudice agamst hnoli-Earming

Agam, many men, who never did a hand's turn o
farm-work, or indeed of any hard manual tazl v thoa

bought farms, and with much flourish of trunpets,
have undertaken to work them sotentatieally, so asto
cclipse their old-fashioned neighbors.  They have
long dreawmt of

A Tittle farm well tilled
A little baru acll filled,

and have supposed it was the casiest thing imaguable
to turn the vision iuto veality.  Thar nhua has been
that anybady whe is * posted ™ in agnicultaral tacts
and prineiples, can be o suecessful fanmer. And 5o
they have read up very greedily all the papers and
books treating of rural aifairs, they conld Iay hamds
«a.  The result ig, n great massof <rude notions, amd
an fmmense deal of concut. A Ludt tral of the

that in this as in many other matters, ‘’tis distance
lends enchantiment to the view.”  The theories don’t
work, the metheds are unsuccessful, the magnificent
ciops fail to come to time, the exemplary farming is
untapparcnt.  \What is wrong? Why this, Thereis
total morance of the practical departient of agri-
culture.  Farming s o business, that requires to be
learnt hke any other.  No man becomes a merchant
sunply by veading commercial treatises, or a lawyer
simply by reading law books, or a physican simply
by readimg medieal books. There must be actual
work in the counting-house or shep, in the. courts,
and m the hospitals.  Equally necessary is familiarity
with the actual work of the farm. So when the
theoretical farmor and the practical farmur are
brought sule by side in competition, the practical
an is pretty certain to come ont winner.  And, ten
to ont, the result will be, prejudice against the
ok-farming.

An cnumeration of the causes of the prejudice
nwlder consideration would be incomplete without
mention of an inferior and superficial class of rural
publications which has done much to create and
foster it Of course any one who chooses can start
a so-called agrienltural paper. But it caunot live
witheut public support, and that support is not
always disenminating and wise. 1t is no libel to
ey that there ave journals not caleulated to enlighten
the farnung community, or to clevate the standard
of ouragnenlture. A pernsal of these hias ocensioned,
at least, some of the prejudice against book-farming.

But after all that can be said in its excuse, this
prejudice, Bike most others. is very unreasoning and
very uurcasonable, Gramted that any quantity of
barren and possibly fanciful theories have heen put in
point,- that any number of lily-hianded farmers have
faled, -or that any particular jeurnal is not worth
reading,  does it follaw that it will not pay any man
whese voeation is agriculture, to be a diligent studens
of publications devoted to the exposition of thoso
principles which underlic his calling? A servile
assent to any and crerybody's say-so, is unworthy a
thoughtful, sensible person  Theories are to be
sitted, and suggestious tested  In it not well to have
schemes and wmethods put down in black and white,
so that they may be subjerted to proof? As to the
fulmes of men who enter on umted undertakings
confident of suceess; what is more common than
such things i all the walks of life? And 1 regard
{0 worthless publications that issue from the press,
if preople cannot have the sense to “prove all things
aud hold fast that whieh is good,” [they make but
poor use of there reason, and must either go without
reading altogether, or sufier imposition.

There are waltitudes of intelligent, skilful, and
suceessful fanmers, whom the most rabid opponents of
bonk-farming have no objection {o talk with, and by
word of mouth obtain the rich and ripe results of
their observation amd experience.  We fail to sce
why these resulls are not just ag valable and useful
whun conveyed to the eye by means of the printed

prre, as when conveyed to the ear by the living voice,
To gather up these things, and give them permanenca

lives,~professional aned husiness men,  tired of tuwu jwnd wate publicity by publishing them, is the object
and city hie, and enawonired of the conntry, lase .”f agriculal publhieations.  We donot contend that

Al they are sutheient to make thnity and pros-
prrous farmers Bug thar atiity, when made good
une of by practical people, does not, it seems to us,
admit of question,

Agricultural haoks and papers also provoke discus-
s1on, give oppar{unity for comparing notes on donbt.
ful pomts, wake up thought, exeite interest, and
greatly promote the spread of useful knowledge. No
diligent, shsermmmating reader of them wall hesitate
Lo say that they are warth ten times thar cost tothe
farmung community.
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We wounld direet attention to the advertisement of
Joseph Sharman, Esq, of Stratford, in another
column  Whe *Thresher,” manufactured by Mr.

t Shannay, is fully deseribed in owr Implement Depart.
rough and tumble of kfe on a farm, suflices to prove } ment, page 313,



