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The Canavlax MiNING REVIEW is devoted fo
dhe opening up of the mineral wealth of the
Dominion, and its publiskers will be thankful for
any enconragement they may recetee al the hands
of those who are interested in ils speedy develop-
went.

Visitors from the mintng districls as well as
others interested in Canadian Mineral Lands are
cordially invited to call at onr office.

Mining neios and reports of neiw discoveries of
mineral deposits are solicited.

Al matter for publication in the Revigw
should be recerved at the office not later than the

_20th of the month,

Address all correspondence, &e., to the Pub-
lshers of the Canamax MINING  REevikw,
Ottazea.

70 é(/])SCI\’II 3ERS.

Through an unfortunate and unforescen
accident the printing of the January issuc
of the REVIEW was so delayed as to entail
the publication of a double number abso-
Jutely necessary.  The present issuc has
therefore been increased to sixteen pages.

The Development of the Mines of the
Ottawa Region.

(By James Stewart, Otawa.)

Written  for the Cazadian Mining Review.

The mincral district of which Ottawa is the
centre is a large ong, including the western part
of Quehec Province and the castemn part of the
Province of Ontario, and it is to this scction

-especially that reference is made, although the

following remarks apply to the whole of the

‘provinces mentioned, the one under Grit, and
the other under Tory rule, and as regards the

best interests of the miner, prospector or ex-
plorer, the.saying, “good and bad everywhere,”
may be put “bad and worse,” applies equally to
‘them both.

‘The developmeut of the mines has -an impor-
tant connection, with the most complete know-
ledge of the minerals of scientific interest only;
.and for this reason, and that of the injusticc
done to one section of the population, by those
i power, is the apology offered for these
remarks, which may appear to some to have too
much of a technical bearing.

About two years ago, when some of these
notes were made, there appeared in the news-

papers of almost all parts of Canada articles and

correspondence under sundry headings, showing
clearly that there is something materially wrong
with the mining interest of these provinces as at
present situated, that is, an-individual ownership
instead of Government holding the minerals for
rental,-or on leasc.

Some writers attribute the lack of mineral
development and stagnation of the whole indus-
try (coal mining exce ted) to the absence of a
Bureauicf Mining Statistics, or a-neglect on the
part of the Geological Survey of Canada in not
publishing reports of the extent of mining done
each year. In making this discovery they at
once saddle th Geological Survey with the total
neglect of the mining interests, and find relief in
considering it the “Scape Goat” in this case, and
none tried to arrive at a clear understanding of
the position in which the mining interests of the
provinces -stand -at the present time. Had
statistics heen collected by the Survey they
would tend to make more glaring the error in
our laws as regards mining lands; the number
and acreage of our mining land monopolies, and
show more -cleatly the error our Provincial
Legislators have fallen into in selling the miner-
als with the surfice soil to the farmers; it is
desired to point this out as the true cause of the
lack of mineral development in this district and
suggest a remedy.

Others gave the cause as depending on a
foreign market for our ores, and extravagance
and bad management, with an ill advised ex-
penditure on the surface, of too much money
before the mine was developed in depth, and
some to untrue and glowing promises, of
“millions of tons of ore in sight” on the part
of promoters of a new enterprise.  There is no
doubt, in some cases, these causes have helped
to close the enterpriscand deter others from em-
barking in a similar mine or property.

In Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and British
Columbia, the Crown or Provincial Government
owns the minenals, and issue licences to parties
desiring to open and work mines, and in these
Provinces, is the business of mining largely and
most-successfully carried on.  While in Quebec
and Ontario the minecrals are at present sold
along with the sojl, and in doing so, the birth
right and portion of the explorer, prospectors,
or miner, is given to the farmer, or still worse to
the speculztor in mining lands, and these sons
of 't6il, have to'beg for- terms from the miserly
farmer, or independent and extortionate -land
owner or speculator.  Mining lands have-been
sold in this way, during the Jast 40 or 50 years
in Quebec -and Ontario; some few it is truc are
being worked, but the great majority of the most
valuable mining lands and mines are in, the
hands of.speculators, or -parties who ‘will hot
work them, and ask for. the mines and proper-
ties an-exhorbitant price should an- intending
purchaser approach them.

This state of affairs, or the act of 'the Local
chxslators selling the minerals, instead of § giving

a lease or licence, compelling the owner to work |-

the mine or quarry or it would revert to the
Government, or by exacting a low rent or royalty
under such a licease or lience, from the profits
derived from working the--mine, is- the cause of
so many valuable properties being locked up,
as it were, and development retarded, and the
mining industry does not receive the attention it
would, if these. mining lands remained in the
hands. of the Government. In proof of this
may be mentioned the vast amount of mineral
land held by compamss and speculators in the
Jake district, also in Eastern Ontario, and
amounting in many cases to thousands of acres
in a block, thereby binding the settlement of
the country. In Eastern Omiario, alone the
amount thus held amounts to many milliens of
acres of the best mineral fands.  The same is
true also as regards the Phosphate region in
Quebec. It is this systemof unconditional sale
ot mining lands for speculation, withet regard
to yearly working, that has rum(.d the mining
.interests of this district The error of anyone
party owning a large extent of mining land in a
"block, arises from the fact, which is well known
to experienced miners and explorers, that mm-
erals do not accur by thance (but this subject is
too large 10 be considered. at present), that is,
certain rocks hold certain minerals, and-by sell-
ing, say to an Iron Mining Company, a few
thousand acres in a block, they got other min.
erals, which they cannot-treator the use of which
they may not know, and the ores other than iron
remain unworked.

Compare the system adopted in the Western
United States, where & mining -claim is given to
the discoverer on condition that it is worked, or
labar spent on it to the extent of $roo each
yeir, or it will revert to the Government. Under
that system the right of discovery of the ex-
plorer, prospector, or miner, is respected; and a
reward granted him: (he can locate two claims),
but in Ontario and: Quebéc, he has no rights,
and he is, therefore; drawn to the more inviting
ficlds of the United States. The location of
the claim in the States is made by.the discoverer
on the ground, and placed on record in the Land
office, but in this district it-is made by a.clerk
in.the Land Office, and not by .the discoverer,.a
practice which has proved fruitful of thz worst
abuses and frauds on Canadian discovery, In
the United States, in granting: mining- claims in
that way, ore accumulated throughthe compulsory
clause to work it, at least so muich cachand every
year, and from itsaccumulation arose the necessity
for ‘milling or smelting works to work it up; ana
had the same inducements and compulsion been
in.force in Canada, our mines would .have.been
counted by the thousand, instead ot the few now
in operation. .

The chief ores of this region are: iron, (hema-
tites and magnetic), phosphate, or apatite, and a
large varicty of pyrites, or sulphuret ores of the
miners, holding-in places copper, gold and silver
in workable quantities, lead or galena, plumbago
(blackilead), mica, and others of lessi importance.
The ores of iron are found in such variety and



