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ing unequalled in spiendour lin the hiistory of thiat or

ally other university. 1[e also made a substantial con-

tribution to the finances of Caibi'idge Urniversity, of

w'h.lich lie became au honorary gradfuate.*
Donald A. Smith -%vas suddenly involved in politics.

Sensitive to the honour of the great trading company of

which lie w'as the officiai head lu. Canada, when it sold to

the Dominion îts riglits in. the territory over whieli it had

long e.xercised sway., anid there wias trouble, in 1S69, over

the delivery of the country to tlie Canadian Goverument,

lie feit c-alled mîon to do whai-,t in hlmi lay to see that the

bargnain 'vas fulfilled and the. transfer muade. Believing

that luis formier relations to tlie people on the bauîkzs of

the lied River would dispose theun to listen to lm, lie

offered ho the Canadianl Goveriinient to proceedt at once

to Fort Garry and endeavour tLo quiet the disturbance
w'hichi lad taken place against the admission of Lieu-

tenanit-Governior.-M\ePougall into, the territory. Accord-

ingly lie w'as appointed by the Governor-General to en-

quire into and, report upon tlie causes and extent of the

disaffection. Armed wvitli thxis document, hie hastened to,

the sceîie of trouble, and ultiuîîately succeeded in under-

niigic the influence of Riel over the settiers atround

Fort Garry, altioiugçli lie undoubtcdly put his life in

danger before accomplishing this end. Ris quiet air of

sel£ possession, luis coolness and ready judginent stood

him li. good stead, anmd so, before the Red River expedi-

lion, under Colonel '\Volseley, reaclied the scene of hos-

tilities. the leader of the rebellion hiad left the country.

'When, in~ due tiime, the P'rovince of MaIinitob)a was

constituted. lie was urged to allow inîiseIf to be nomin-

ated for a seat i its first Legisiature. The cali -%vas one

whiehi lie frît lie could not decline, aud lie was accord-

inîgly éeeted. as lie -%vas aIso to the Federal Pa-ýrliamèneit,

wlhen Maio w~as aissigned za proportion of seats there-

in. Tt wsnot aIl plain sailing -%vith Iimii. however.

-Somne of the Settiers fromn Ontario zind othuer sections of

the east eould uuot at first x'id thecnselves of the suspicion
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