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menced putting boney ilir ýe osing sections.
These colonies were very few in numt.er. The
others, which had no more boney than was
needed in the brcod chamber, as well as many
which had not ecough for the brood
chamber, commenced work in the "bait"
section, generally filling and sealing it.
I had many supers with the 'bait" sec -
tion filled and sealed, and not another section in
the super worked on. So I feel pretty safe in.
saying that, with such a bait section in the su-
per, my bees will workas readily as I want them
to, in the supers. The bait sections are likely
to be stcond class, but there need be only one
for each colony, not one for each super

SHALL UNFINISHED SECTIONS BE AGAIN USED.

Since .writi g the above I bave read friend
Green's art le, on page 449. I thInk the
strongest scussion ever had on the matter of
using unfi ished sections vas at the National
Convent n, at'Chicago , and, if I remember
correctly, it was a pretty one.sided affair. I
be.hee I gave no opinion, unless it was to say
that sections partly filled at the tirne of putti.g
on, were sometimes watery after being filled.
But Ive asked myself some questions about it
since, one of which was this If bees will com-
mence and finish a section of foundation quicker
than one filed with comb, how does it corne that
so much more extracted boney can be produced
than comb, especially by those who allow the
boney to be sealed over before, extracting ?
The Dadants, it is well known, do no extracting
till the close of the harvest, leaving the combs
to be sealed over , and on page 429 of that excel-
lent book, the Revised Langstroth, they say ,
"If we give to bees empty combs, to store their
boney, we shall find, by comparing the products
of colonies who bave to build their combs, r

ithose of colonies who always have empty combs
to 611, that these last produce at least t.vice as
much as the others." Nom, if they produce
twice as much in the course of the season, can
they not produce it more rapidly ? However
that may be, there seems to be a pretty plain
statement that, in the course of the season, twice
as many pounds of honey will be stored in ready-
butit combe, as in foundation. Now, if that be
true of full-sized combs-although the Dadants
do not use full-sized combs for extracting-why
is it not true of combs of any size, even down to
4 X 4j ? And if these sections can be sold for
only two dets less than the best, they are still
very profitable, if even a fourtb more honey can
be produced.i them. I coafess that I have been
quite puzzled to reconcile these apparently con-
tradictory statements and opinions. Without
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being at ail sure of my ground, I may be allowed
to give a possible explanation. Remember that
many, like friend J. A. Green, have held the
view that a section used by the bees last year
will not be filled as soon as one containing only
foundation, and that it is not profitable to use
such. One year I used a number of sections
partly filled, left over from the previous year.
i cannot now tel] whether they were filîed more
or less promptly than the others, but they were
filled and stored for some time witii the others.
Before %ery long I found these sections, which
bad been left overfrom the previous year, be.
coming watery, the boney oozing through the
capping, while the secions built on foundatiou
were all right. 4ow,inthis case is it not probable
that the huney qeft over mn these sections was un-
ripe to begin with and, after being kept over
the winter, had soured at least a trifle ' And
is it unreasonable to suppose that the bees would
be slower in filling such sections than in filling
those furnished with foundation only > I re.
merber, that at that saine convention at Chicago
great stress was laid upon the importance of
having all vessels, used to contain extractced
honey, very clean-the least remains of granu-
lated honey being enough to spoil a lot oi fresh
bpney. Now, is it not possible that those who
have lound unfinished sections so objectionable
bave used chose containing some old boney, at
least as much as the extractor would leave in
them ? The sections I used for bait are treated
in this way :

Those containing much boney are extracted
the previous fall, and aIl are cleaned out thoro-
ughly by the bees, a pile of supers being left
where the btees can rob them , the entrance.
bowever, bemng large enough for only a single bee.
I could not be induced, I think, to dispense with
such bait. and I wish friend Green and others
would try it and report.

Let m- suggest how to settle pretty conclu-
sively ,m tber unfinisbed sections or foundation
will Le i, :ihed first. Take such bait sections
as I ba'u described, the last vestige of honey
cleaned t t of them by the bees-mind you, Ibis
must be ,one at a time when bees will rob, or
they are not likely to clean the sections thoro-
ughly-and put one in the middle of eacb super
Now, don't wait till the whole super is ûnished,
but watch from time to lime and see what is the
first section finisbed Another good way is tbis-

Fill a super alternately with sections of comb
and foundation, then keep close watch and nd
the time when all the sections of one kind are
nSnished, but not the others, and see wtich kind

it is.« Better not .consider the outside rowson
each side. as local causes may affect them.-C.
C. Miu.La in Gleanings.


