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ment to, the Listablished Church, not only amongst,
its members, but in other denominations, the mostj
nunierous of which are the Lutheran, and German
reformed, whose services are conducted in the Ger-
man langnage. In surveying so extensive a ficld of
{abone, the mind of the sulhitary missionary is ofton,
cast down by the reflection, that his utmost enden-;
vours are insuflicient for its due cultivation. He
langs and he prays for more labourers to help him in
the plenteons harvest, to proclaim in every remote
corner more frequently the blessed Gospel of Sal-
vation, and administer the cheering ordinances of]
the Church of the Redeemer.  And alas ! to all this
is added, the daily and hourly reflection that he is an
mprofitable servant in his Master’s vineyard, a re-
flection so painful as only to be soothed by the re-}
collection that fthat Master is of g.cat und tender
mercy, and that it is not by the might or the wisdom!
of man that souls are to he gathered to Him, but by
the paverful and sanctifying influence of His own
blessed Spirit.—*¢ Not unto us O Lord, not unto us,
but unto thy name be the praise 1”

LusMiNOUs APPEARANCE IN Tur neaviens.—On Wedl-
nesday evening the 25th ultimo, about 8 o'clack, * remark-
wble appearance was obscrved here in the northern por-
tion of the heavens, of a bright red colour, which we are
informed (for we did not observe it ourselves) continued
forseveral hours to such a degree as to cast a very percep-
tible glare upon the snow and the houses. We copy from
the ¢ Chronicie of the Church,? (Newloven)an acconut of
asomewhat similar appearance, lately vemarked at Bruse
scis t—

Luminous Phonomenon in the Heavens.—~0On Tues-
dav evening, the 1Sth ult. the town of Brussels was
Z'uraaed by the appearance of a brilliant red light in
the north, which looked like the ieflection of'a large
fire at a distance; it, however, soun assumed the form
«f a dense illuminated cloud of vapour, of an intense
vermitlion color, which, separating into two distinet
portions over the town of Brussels, one part went
off m a direction to the W. N. W., and the other

ta the N, the former, suddenly dividing itself agein,

1to long iorizontal lines of clectrilying fire, at length
disappeared. Accurate minutesof this phenomenon
were taken by M. Quetelet, of Brussels, and Dr.
Fester, of Cambiidge, who lLappened to be passing
through Belgium at the time, and aho determined the
altitude of the phenomenon to be very considerable,
and’ that it was not an ordinary aurora boreals, A
similar phenomenaon is deccribed in Bertholin’s *¢ Hist.
de I’k lectricite, Lyon, 1753;” and also Dr, Foustes
¢ Essat sur PInfluence des Cometes sur I’Atmos-
phere?  The opinion entertained by modern astrono-
mers, that the gaseous matter of the tails of comets
way be attracted by our planet, and may descend
to mix nith our atmosphere, gives to these phenome-
na an addilional interest, for since the lste uppesr-
suce of Halley’s comet, as Dr. Foster obseives,
these meteors, produced by adventitious grses, have
heen very prevalent in indifferent parts of the world.--
English puper.

Cuurent 38 Canana.—The Bishop of Montreal
was to sct out on a Visitation of the Lower Canada
portion of lus diocese on the 6th January, expecting
to be thus engaged for eight or nine weeks. We
observe from a late number of the New York
Churchman, that the proceedings of the clerical
Meeting at Toronto, which were-published ina form-
cr number, have become the subject of animadver-
sion. It appears also that those proccedings are as

yet without the sanction of the Episcopal authori-|

ties of the divcese. In reference to the question of,
the Clergy Reserves in Upper Canada, a friend in-
forms us,—

“ ‘That after assumingz a variety of phases, it has come to
a cor.clusion, like the last chapter of Rasselas, in which
nothing is concluded. One party had been claoyrivg,—i
také them from the church and give them for General
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heen vgain discussed ; and as the instructions given by
the Sceretary of State to Sive IPrancis Head, had left the
matter, us Lord Goderichhad thrown it before the assem-
bly—ta be taken up, according to theiv fancies, in its whole
length and breadth,—they have accordingly taken it up
and laid it down as broad as it is long. ‘They would not
entertain the proposition, which the last asgetnbly had fa-
voured,of devoting the Reserves togeneral edueation. [t
was then proposed to divide them among all religious per-
sunsions,but that was not carried ; and finally the assembly
came to a resolve, vhat they ought to be applied to the re-
ligious and moral instruction of the people at large,—this
was carried by a large majority. This appears only to
put the disputable position in a new disputable forin.”

Lent —As we have now entered upon this scason,ap-
pointed by the Church for the special exercis :s of humi-

flistivn and vepentance, we extract from a standard work

{ Wheatley) the following explunatory notices respecting

Shrove Tucsduy—The Tuesday after Quinquagesi
ma-Sunday is generally culled Shrove-Tuesday; a
name given it from the vid Suxon words Shrire, Shrift
or Shrove, which in that language signifies to confess;
it heing a constant custon: amongst the Roman Ca-
tholics to confesy their sins ou that dsy, in order to
receive the blesed Sacrament, s thereby qualify
themselves for a more religious observation of the
holy time of Lent immed.ately ensuing. But this in
process of time was turned iito a custom of invitn-
tiors, and their taking their leave ot flesh and other
daintics; and afterwards, by degrees, into sports and
merriments, which still in that Chuich make up the
whole business of the Carnivale

Ash Wednesday.—1he name of Ash-Wednesday
procceded from «u custom in the ancient diseipline,
which began very early to be exercised on this day;
vn account whareof we have in Gratian as follows :

On the first day of Lent the peniteuts were to pre-
isent themselves before the Bi-hop elothed with sack-
‘cloth, with nuked fect, and eyes turned to the ground:
¢nd this was to be done in the presence of the prin-
cipal of the clergy ol the dincese, who were to judge
of the sincerity of their repentance. ‘These intro-
duced them into the church, where the Bi.hop, «ll
in trare, and the rest of the Clergy, repeated the
seven penitential psalms. Then rising from prayers,
they threw ashes upon them, and covered their heads
with sackcloth; and then with inournful sighs decl:
ed to them, that as Adam wss thrown out of Pa
radice, su <hey must be Thrawn out of the church.
Then the Bishop commanded the officers toturn them
ent of the church-doors; and all the clergy followed
after, repeating thet curce upon Adam, In the sweal
of thy brows shall thow eal thy bread. The like pen-
ance was inflicted vpon them the next time the Sa-
crament was administered, which was the Sunday
following. And all this was done to the end that
the peniterts, ohserving how great a disorder the
Church was in by reason of their crimes,
lightly estecm of penauce.

‘Though this diccipline was severe, yet the many
good consequences of it shewed it sothy the ime
itation of all churches in succeeding ages
'n particular heartily
she can be so happy as to succeed in discharging
those obligations she lies under to restare it, she sup-
pies that want, by adding to her ordinary <ervice ul
very proper and suitable office called the Commina-!
tion, in which to bring the minds of the congregation
into a serious composure, the office is introduced,
with a grave and solemn Preface; hy which the
Church informs them, in the rst place, of the an-
ciert discipline, sud then proposesto them the best
means to supply it.  Tha ancient discipline, she tells

forionus sins had given public scandal und offence.
By which weans hoth the souls of those that sinned

|

; and ours!
bewails the want of it : b at tsli

Education. Auother, take themn from the Church and Weve often rescued from damnati.-n, that others also
give them among all sects, with a share to her uccording being admonished by their example, were deterred
to her membeisand deserts. Another party demanded from incurring the same danger of punishmert. Bat
that they should be divided between the churel of Englund|as this discipline is now log through the degeneracy
:l""il l:]bal%c of ’1?:"“".’]""“1.:}" ‘:;“’“""’ “ha“ the Methodistsiof the times, and’ even beyond retrieval as affaies

o tncluced with them, und the rest excluded.lyyony now, she proposes that the congregstion wouldi

'They all agreed, however, in resisting the exclusive claimi . . . ;
of the Established Chureh. Thclas% assembly,like form-icupp‘y it to themselves, ‘-’y hqanng .ﬁte C‘-‘ rees which
cr _assemblies, had passed their judgment against that, #0d hus derounced against impenitent Sinners ; by

claim ;—but the Legislative Council had ably maintaincd;“'.hic" means, asin a plase, esch one will be able to
the just pretensions of the Church of England, in a most;tiscern his own Sins, and the Carses he is exposed

to put them upon {lyirg from such imminent danger,
hy having recouree to a speedy rejcntance.

The ariginal of e peating the Curses, in the man-
ner we naw use them, was a positive and divine in<'i-
tution, which twice enjoined it by Moses, and in obi -
dicuce to which we find Joshua sfterwnrds mo-t reli-
siougly observed it.  And Josejhus also teckens it
+moangst thase things which the Jews always usel to
performr,  And though the circumtanees in the Jen-
1sh manner of reciting these Curses were purely cete-
monial, yet doubtless the end fur which this duty was
preseribed was truly moral,  For to publish the ¢ qui-
ty and truth of God, and to profess our belief thut
his laws sre righteous, and the sanctions thereof just
aLd certain, is an excellent meuns of gloritying God,
sl @ proper method for converting of sinners.  So
that it cannot be unfit for the Guspel-times, norat
all unsuitable to our Christian wotship; especiully
when the necessities of the Chuieh require the sin-
ner should Le warned aud brought to repentunce.
Curist indeed hath taken away the Curse ofthe Law,
by being himself made a Curse for us: but this is
anly with respect to those that truly sepent; for us
to all others the Curse standsin full force still, It
is therefore fit, that all should declare their belief of
the truth and reasorubleness of these Curses ¢
ithe good man, to own what his sins had deserved, and
to acknuwledge his obligation to our Liord for redeem-
ing him; the bad man, to awaken him from his s¢cu-
rity and ease, and to bring him to repentance before
it he too late,

For this reacon all the People, as those sentences
are read, arc {o answer and say, st the end of each
of them, Jvhnen. ‘The end of which is not that the
people should curse themselves and their neighbours,
»s some have, foolishly imagined: but only that they
'should acknowledge they have dessrved a Curse.
.For it is not here said, Cursed be he, or may he b¢
.cursed; but cursedis he or ke is cursed, that is guilty
of nay of these sing.  And cousequently any one th.t
answers Amen, does not signify his desire, that the
thing may beso, as tie daes wheu he says Amen, toa
Prayer; but only signifies his assent to the truth of
what is aflirmed, a3s he does when he says men to
the Creed. 1tisused in this plucein uo other sense,
than it is in several pasrts of the New Testament,
{ubere it is translated Vorily, and sigaifies no mor~
ithan Pervilyit is true. ‘The man that says it, verily
ybelieves, that ldolaters, and all these other kinds «f
isinners that sre mentioned-in these sentences, are nli
rexpesed to the Curseof God ; and his believing this
is the cause of his repertauce, aud begguing pardon
for his sins; since be must be a desperate sinner m-
ydeed, that will nat fly from such vices, fir which
the affirms with bis own mouth so great and heavy a
(Judgment to te due. In short, these Curses, =nd
the Answers that are wmade to them, are like our S
viour’s Waesin the Gospel ; net the causes or pro-

[

should noticurers of the evil they denounce; hut eompas-tun-

ate predictions of it in order to prevent it. Andcne
would inleed think, when we coucidvr, that this man-
ner of answering was originally appoiated by Gol
himself, people stould be cartrous biow they chargs
it with being a wicked or foolish in<titution.

Tue LrcistAture assembled according to proclama-
tior, on the:2ist ultimo 3 and themaillast evening broouh
us the report of their first proceedings.  We wish they
were more worthy of approbation than they are.  “Tlo

Jate hour at which we saw the paper, prevents our doing

more than expressing the regret aml astonishment wjth
which we read the announcement that the deliberations
of the Assembfy are now to be legun, continued, aud
ended, withoyt acknowledging a Gop above them, anl
soeking a blessing and direction from Hix, by whose pro-

themn, wae fo put those to opeit shame, who by any m_‘videnco all things in Heaven and carth are ordeved. 15

this be the first step inthe convse of Rerons, what wiil
he the last 1 In other countries, whece Religion and ity
Ministers have been disponsed with, the subversion of jaw |
and woverwment has not been fur behind.  We are thank -
ful that in this province, if tlicre bea few that have <peh
a spirit, they are as yet devoid of the power ta go so fur.—
\Ve were prepared (or a proposal to adinit distenting
Ministers to the office of Chaplain, but not for the deci-
kion, that pravers are unnecessary in the gravest assem-
bly of the Jand. . It i3.some comfort to seo that this griev-
ons stop was oppased by 18members, and we are refresh
ed also by the mild and dignified rebuke which the mea-
sure has called forth from the highly respectable Body
which happily forms the second branch of the Legislature,

elaliorate report, which I believe, was adopted- by that to; the serious prospect of which will be apt to awak-
body. Inthis pew hoyse of Assembly, the matjer bas en them from their thoughtjessuess and s<curity, and
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and which,we pray, may long” be preszerved from such
¢ large principles of religious freedom,”



