leartng b his Toad, and should not be'baek be-']

fore tour o clock a.t the. earllest.

i Martha. and . her’ mother were soon ln the‘ :

» mldst of baking.' ... v L

i SWeb won’t get a: regula.r dmner to-day, ;

“sald Ma.rtha, a;nd 80 .get. tlu'ough our. work:
We won’t let o
.them Know’ Wiu is:not gomg to be a.t ‘homo ,

sooner, to go over to Ot1s S..

" on New Year's. Da.y, ani arra.nge forr them
“to come.’

‘Yes, hut oh it spoﬂs all for William to

" hold out 0.’

SWell, we woh t have to ma.ke chxckeu—pies

for that day, for no one eats. them but him,

‘Well: have one. f.or him, though 11 get -

: lt all prepa.red on Sa.turday mght, and .bake °
So hands a.nd tongues ﬁymg,-
the ba.kmg was disp?tched but Marth.a who :

lt for ‘diuner.

was not strong, had qmte e:rha.usted her

" - gtrength, and found herself wearled tor the -

visit that night at Otis" s which they concluded
“ed'to de.ter untxl moraing. :

Wilham atter concludmg hig’ busmess at
"bhe mill and Dyerss drove ‘rapidly wwa.rd
.home, He ‘had to.pass hjs brothers house

on the way. The vula.ge school-house stood ’

midwa.y between that and h1s home, . He
‘had nearly gained. the ‘top of the hill where
the. schoel-house stood, when He suddenly
started out of a reverie ‘he had fallen into, at
the sound ‘of a2 .child’s screams that seemed
to come from the, valley at the bottom of the
_bamk behind the house. A small pond hem
was the playground of the schola.rs, where
fmth ska.tes and sleds they passed an hour
a.tter school at nlg'ht. Co

Again the scmam, a.nd by this_ time Wil-

liam had driven to the fence, spra.ng over and :

ran-down the:bank to where a boy was 1y-
- ing flat on the, lce of the ‘pond, and with one
arm stretched out was trying to drag a -board
'towa.rd him, "His head was but a couple of

"yards from the hole, 'and as he came up

carefully behind him — for the ico. crached
‘ominously—he saw it was his brother’s boy
Ned, who then sobbed out, ‘Quick, oh, pull
the board over the hole! Alice is in there,’
while the other arm never moved that ‘held
‘the rope of his sled ihat had gone in with
his sister. The board was in position, and
William dropping carefully in, held to it
whxle he searched.for the ch1ld whose be-

3

numbed ha.nds had a minute before slipped -

trom tke sled, to which she clung bravely as

long as possible, and grasping her, clothes as’

she rose he soon had her out on the 1ce, and

tossing Ned his gled said; ‘

" ‘Run, now, as fast as you can, “dont stop

a. minute till you got: hoxnc

gmndmas ) .

.. The trlghtened bo,.' obeyod lelia.m

. spra.ng up. the banlt, and wra,pping her in the

blankohs lashed his ‘{eam into a_ gallop, and

in ten mmutei his. mother at the sound of

tho bells saw him bearing into t,he room the

half-drowned child.

. ‘Quick, mother, undress her, and get hot
vmter and hlankets.
lere in a fow minutes,” and before they could
ask a qx.estmn they hwd him galloping out

of the yard

“The. poor littlo dw, ‘satd grandma, a8
sho smpped off the fey clothes and 'l.pplied

~ hot blankets, while Martha chafed the cold
limbs, I‘hel' had workod so vigorously that

b9ty take her to-

Tll have the dooctor.

the oychd.s be@n to tromble, and n strange

bmt1n°' of the hca.rt took place just as Wil-
‘]le'n and Dr. siil appeared -at the door.
Witk the.doctor's help and skill - the chid

- was brought slowly back to hro. when the

doctor cried out:

© Man :mve, here you ero wh “wet clolldng
on yet Oft wltll Lhom imbmt.ly Some-
thing hot' for hlm was made immediately.
‘Otis entixrlng al this monont, tho doctor Bont '
“hin: to “help Martha with Alk:e ‘and ‘while
vigoroual) at worl over Wllllo... sﬂd

va.nd day.. .

,sa.id

“You are in for it, sir.

: 1£ you'had-a féver in spite of me.’

- And g0 it proved.- - Chill= followed. chill

'and by nocn the next:day he was in a high
‘Sa.ve thatf

fever, ‘and ca.lhng in hxs fever,

: cluld .

“Threa ™ weeks he

-apparently.. -

out ot the roonl, .

His mothet evaded . the question by re-
plymg “The doctor said you are not to talk.’

Sick and feeble, he.obeyed, and was soon
in a deep, sweet sleep, from which ho awoke
at :the dootor's ‘call in-the morning; .

You have pulled me through docbor he
‘but :who'is- that other man. who wa.s
here:all the time?

. “That? 'Why, brother. Otis, to be sure..
. ‘Is:he here now?"

“Yes, you may talk wit,h hlm, as. I am gmolng
now.” -

. As the doctor left Otxs stole in. A look
passed between the two brothers. William
put- out his hand, which -Otis took: in both

-his;" saying, “You saved my. child.’

- ‘And you saved my life,’ rephed ‘William.
‘Mother and Martha. were sobbing - behind

: them, both sendﬁg up tha.nlsgmngs all the
-while..

 William advanced rapidly. A week later

“he was sitting by the' bnght.kitchen fire with
Alice in his lap.- She had twice been over to
seo him, but-he did not know her, 'a.nd now

that he did her joy knew no bounda,-
T tried.-to: keep hold of  the. sled u.ncle
but I couldn’t. ‘

“There, Alice, 1 wouldn't thmk about PTIC

any more, and folding the shining- curls to

his heart, he asked, ‘Can.you sing me a

song? Aml' soon theé childish voice was

soothing the yet sensitive nerves, and mak-

ing soft the proud heart of her uncle. . -
The feast that was so sadly interrupted

‘was to take placo as soon as Dr. Sill said the

‘word. - On a soft Pebruary day he gave per-
mis:mn, and the two bwt,hers starled off for
Otis’s home. - .

‘What's this Otis? ' A tip-top anima.l.
How he stops off.  Is easily curbed, too.

- ‘I came across him at a sale in-the city
two weeks ago and got him at a bargain.’

William was silent; and Otis- touched up
the finely mettled young creature, who with

‘arched neck skimmed along the road. Soon
" they stopped at Otis’s door, out of which rush..

ed the children to ‘see Uncle Will.” Tach
takm.g a hand they led him in to a delicious

-Junch, William decla.ring they meant to kill

him with kindness.

- ‘Home again by three o clock for were not
all the families to eat together that day?

+_As the brothers drove into the barn Wil
liam saw with surprise Otls’s old bay horse
standing in the stall.

‘Hello! how came old Sted here? Didn't
you drive over with this colt?’ .

‘No this colt I took out of the next stall.’

‘Why, that® 8 where my colt stands,’ moving . )

on to sce.

The stall was empty, and Otis leadmg'into
it the beautiful creature they had ridden
after, said as he felgned to be busy. with the
halter:-—

“Woll, old’ fellow, 1 lied to you once. I
cheated you. “That colt had been lame, but

1 doolored him' up -and palmed him off onto. -
you for the land I had coveted so long, be- - -

cause 1 ‘Lhought you asked too much for lt.

An evil spirit wasin methen let's hope he's v

driven out-for a while. The lame colt I-led
home last night, and if you say so will keep

'shduldn't, ‘wonder :'
.his keeping, and this' fellow- shall pay fory” -
" him 3£ yowll : give- him:: stall room.

" sound, Tl warrant youw.’ St

S Pply.
lay dan,gerously ill don’t ‘wish ‘to’take ‘advantage of your grati-
‘watched over by Otis'and his mother night '
. Alice had been ca.rrled home, and -
now, as reason ‘came back to the sick.man,
his.eyes wa.ndered ‘about seekmg some'thlng :

.7 mranger, a.nd tears of" brotherly forglve'ness
-*Who was that ‘that wemt out"' he asked as. fdropped treely. o

© Otis,- seeing him coming to himself, s}ipped‘

mm. I can geb enough work out ot htm fon

Hes'

B }
Deeply. touctied, Willlam could ha.rdly re-
“No, Otis; a bargain’s a ba.rgain. .I

tude or generosity,’ and’ ‘proceeded: to ‘harness
into the sleigh the old ‘S'oed ‘and: drove ‘off,

‘It does” 16t at all ‘detract - ‘from William’s

manhood: that 'he dropped his~ ‘head- on- the

“He had- ha.rdly recovered a.nd got to - the

. house, w'hen the gay Iaugh of ‘the- ‘children .
‘greeted”hzs earas- Otis 'with a flourish -
‘brought his load to the door.

‘Grandma and
Martha were setting the last . dish _on ‘the

- loaded table;-a smoking chicken pie.

All ‘were soon in their places; the. brothers
cne on each side of the happy old mother, the
other side of Will a happy little Alice radi-
ant in a new scarlet dress )

‘Ned, in reply to a questxon of ‘his aunt,
said: -‘No, indeed, Aunt Martha, I'd have
held on to that rope tiil I froze.

‘Brave fellow,” said. - Uncle Will, as .he
stooped to bring Alice’s chair nearer to:his
as she whispered: . .«

‘I am s0-glad becauso papa- aml you have
made it all up now. I've learned a new song

< May I sing it to you, uncle?

“Oh, yes, we ere going to have some music

“after dinner.’

As’ the evening shades ga;bhered about

- them, Martha took her place.at the organ

in the parlor, while’ Alice 8 sweet lvoice softly '
sang the worde: . . .. . o st

“Be kmd to edch othier,
The mght’s coming on;

.- When-friend and when brothér:

" Perchance may be gone.
Then midst our dejection '
How sweet to have carned)
The -blest recollection,
Of lnndness returned.’

Grandpa s Lesson.

Nell came in with broom, duater and
sweepmg—cap I‘rom under the blue cap
looked a dissatisfied face,

' ‘Maggie's gone home sick,’ she, sa.ld ‘50 I
must do the sweeping, as mamma can't do all
the work, and, of course I can’t cook the
dinner.’

‘Why canuot you get the dinner? You

“wore fifteen: last week,’ said gna.ndpa, ‘When

I was ten, and my elder sister was fifteen,
our mother was in.bed for aver a moith
with a broken leg, my sister did all the
housekeeping, and all the cookmg, too, and
did it weil. ‘The” athers “of us heélped her
as‘we oould, but she managed it all.’

‘She’ must have been a- real wonder said
Nell, somewhat interested, I hope -she
liked it better tham I do. "1 hate oookmg, ‘
and can’t bear sweeping.’

“You would like both better it you really
knew how to-cook and sweep. 'We like what
we can do well. “When by the excellence of
our domg, we ra{se some. commom duty to a
fine art, then we like dolng it

‘I never thought of sweeping a; A ﬁne art,’

" gaid ‘Nell, smiling, ‘and I know how to do it

-—Ju.>t take the breom and go at it: Grandpa,
I don’t know how I am to get you out of this

"room, Could I pull your chair out? and Neéll

loolked at the old gontlema.ns ba.nda,ged .
foot. ’

e Suppoee I don't go out 7
‘where I a.m. ) ‘
¢ But, gmndpa., you’ll >be -corered““ with

Let, me ‘stay:

“dust !’

“Not'if yon Lnow how to sweep A 800‘1
gwoeper raises littie dust" L
““Then I am sure I dont know how tO



