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Nvill not gfo rigbt, as I perceive lier inclined to be governed by
men -vho 'are lield to be hieretics; and they tell me that the ladies
Most about hier are ail sô. IBesides tlîis, slie shows hierseit highly'
indignant at the thuxngs done against lier in the lifetime of the
Queen. Shie is mucli attachied to tie, people, and is very confident
they are ail on her side-which is indeed true-indeed, she ga-ve
me to understand tliat the people had placed hier where slie now
is. On this point shie will acknowledgne no obligation, either to
your Majesty or to hier nobles, aithougl she say th hv ne

and ail of them sent lier their promise to remain faithful. Indeed,
there is not a traitor or lieretic in ail the country who has flot,
started, as if from the grave, to seek lier Nvitli expressions of the
greatest pleasure.» De Feria writes a'ain, in less than a week
afterwards, Ilthat his worst fears were confirmed," " hat hie ivas
himself a cipher," IC that Pliilip's voice had no more weighit witli
the Gouiicil than if hie had neyer married iiito the realm,"* and
even reconimends armed interference to maintain. the R~omish
religion and arrest, the IReform ation. Hie wroteý agi,"ta
England wvas lost and Elizabeth was lost unless shie wvas checked
in the mad career on which sue -%vas entering," that nothing
could save lier, except lier iminediate inarriage to some prince or
nobleman in the Spanisli i.nterest." IIThe more I .reflect on this
business," lie said, "the more clearly I see that ail wil turn. on
the husband whicli, this woman will choose."

In the meantimne the Duke De Feria wvas instructed by Philip to
ascertain t 'he feelings of Elizabethi towards ii, and to offer lis
hand in inarriage to lier. The life of Elizabeth would doubtless
have been, sacrificed to the jealonsy of lier sister Mary, and the
intrigues of bier Papal counsellors, liad it not been for the inter-
position of Phulip. But IDe .Feria had .imprudently allowed tlie
letter of bis royal miaster, on tlie subject of the proposed marriage
-witli Elizabeth, to be seen by some of the -ladies of the -palace,
whom hie thiouglit to interest in bis cause. The contents of the
letter tlius became known to the Qneen, and slie read tliere that
the sole object of the proposed niarriag:,e was to bring lier into tlie
Itomisli Churcli, and place the liberties and destinies of lier people

De Feria to 1'hilip, November, 1568-quoted by Vaughan, Vol. IL., p. 480;
and by Froude, 'Vol. VIL., pp. 13, 14.
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