October 18, 1917.

The Canadian Engineer

Established 1893.
A Weekly Paper for Canadian Civil Engineers and Contractors.

Terms of Subscription, Payable In Advance

Postpaid to any address in the Postal Union:
One Year Six Months Three Months

$3.00 (12s.) $1.75 (7s.) $1.00 (4s.)
JAMES J. SALMOND ALBERT E. JENNINGS
President and General Maviager. Assistant General Manager.

HEAD OFFICE: 62 CHURCH STREET, TORONTO, Canada
Telephone Main 7404, Cable Address, ¢t Engineer, Toronto.’’

Western Canada Office : 1208 McArthur Building.
G. W.GOODALL, Western Managet.

Notice to Advertisers

bet, Changes of advertisement copy should reach the Head Office two weeks
se Ore the date of publication, except in cases where proofs are to be
ubmitted, for which the necessary extra time should be allowed.

Notice to Subscribers

in When changing your mailing instructions be sure to give your old address
tull as well as your new address,

THE CANADIAN ENGINEER 349

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS OF THIS ISSUE

PAGE
Comparisons of Various By-Laws Covering Flat Slab
Concrete Buildings, with Actual Tests ........... 320
Purposes Should Govern Waterworks Valuations (Illus-
Praited St A AR B St e g e D 335

Comparative Tests of Air Diffusers and Devices for De-

watering Activated Sludge (Illustrated) .......... 330
A Visit to the Home of Civil Engineering .«........... 342
Mechanical Filter Bottoms and Strainer Systems .....:. 343
Report of Joint Committee on Water Consumption ...... 344
Camp Builders’ Organization (Illustrated) ............ 345
Town -PIANDINE |« s es siss dhoisle » otal oz afersfa shola WiaTs o aud'orato 346
Letter to the Editor:

Design of Exhibition Grounds (Illustrated) ...... 347
American Institute of Electrical Engineers, Toronto

R ST M R L G s SRR o s e R S R T e 348
Ottawa Branch of Canadian Society of Civil Engineers to

Visit Avlmer Filtration Plant .................... 348
Editorials : : :

Present Representation and the Engineer ......... 349

Union GOVETNIMENE -6 5e s ek ns kavs s @id o s ol s eip Sloolaiiae 349
P e DTG  p e e S B S 2 T i o et o € 1+ B 350
O BIIATARS s Lo 6L wis s e hioss o et i and Sty s el s o 44

—

——

PRESENT REPRESENTATION AND THE
ENGINEER

Sir Thomas More, who was Lord Chancellor of

ngland, wrote Utopia, which represents one view of

the perfect state. In this dream, or ideal, laws were sO

clear and commonsense that all men could interpret th.em.

he author, as the head of the legal profession, realized

Clearly that there was room for great improvement in that
Irection.

The legislature makes laws; the profits of the lawyer
are in interpretation thereof. The attraction that the role
of law-maker has to the lawyer must be obvious.

The training of the legal profession is possibly the
le‘aSt suited to interpret popular wishes. A lawyer, by
Virtue of his profession, needs to confuse issues, hang
argument upon pin points, and trap the unwary into

amaging admissions. He always acts ex parte on behalf
Of one client, irrespective of the justice of the cause at
Ssue. Hence the lawyer makes an ideal party politician,
for he can concoct a plausible case from the most slender
Materials. :

The other type prominent in politics is the professional

Party politician, about whom the less said 'the better.
olitics concern themselves with the hoisting of a par-
ticular party to power. When in office the professxgnal
SeCures the plums for his services. He has a party view-

‘POint 41l the time and the national interest must there-

Ore be a side issue. :
. Itis not denied that there are men honest in intention
In both connections, but in too many instances broa'd
Motives are lacking, while the opportunity for abuse 1s
always open. Casuistry is the sheet anchor .of the
Awyer while fooling the electorate, and not se.rvmg the
Nationa] interest is too often the supreme desire of “he
Professional party politician. :
“The war has shattered many illusions,’’ is a phrase
COntinually appearing in the contemporary press. But
®W many realize the complementary truth that. the war
aS transvalued nearly all pre-war values, including
Political representation?
The administration and management of a'tpousz{nd
Men contain problems as complex as the administration
of half a continent. The problems differ in. degree, not
'kind, - Personal touch with masses of men, and the

tact and discrimination necessary, ate a first-class training
for work of a similar kind in bigger fields.

Every industry depends directly upon the engineer.
There are few points of life where his work has not effected
big alterations. Tolerant he must be to human weakness ;
efficient he must be, for in few other fields of effort is the
elimination of the unfit more rigorously practiced. His
t1aining is applied science and his practice demands large
COMMONSENse.

The engineer is one of the pivots of modern civiliza-
tion ; therefore he should be more in evidence as a public
man. He is well fitted to carry forward the lessons of
practical experience in the realm of national affairs.

—

UNION GOVERNMENT

The new Union Government is one step forward to what
the people of Canada desire,—a government composed of
men of both political parties and of - men independent of
political considerations,—but it is only one step forward.
It is a government which will do much to help carry con-
scription at the next election, because the majority of
people, we hope, want conscription, and largely because
many Liberals and Conservatives will find it difficult to
vote against a Union Government in which both parties
are strongly represented. The outstanding feature of
this coalition is its political character. With perhaps two
exceptions, the cabinet as at present constituted consists
of men who have made a mark in professional politics,
not in business. Sir Robert Borden, as premier, probably
recognizes the necessity for much more modern business
methods in the administration of Canada’s affairs while at
war. He probably recognizes the need for the abolition
of government red tape and the throttling of per-
sistent old precedents. He probably endeavored to
recognize these facts in the formation of the Union Gov-
ernment, but partisan politics were too strong.

Sir Robert had an extremely difficult task to get any
kind of a Union .Government, in view of the strength of
party politics in war time. ‘While we have a coalition
government, it is still striped with politics rather than
with businéss. = The desire of the people for the inclusion
in the cabinet of some of Canada’s big business and




