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mie or less degree the preserver of
M\asonic history and choice Masonie
literature, su the reports of fraternal
correspondents are the purveyors of
.Masonio thought anid action ofithe pas-
sing years. Most Worshipful Bro.
Speed lias iniiseif written tnuch, and
lias written w"ell ; and what lie writes is
largely preserved to the Crafi by the
fraternal press, for printers types do
lay up niany treasures in the archives
for use o)y future historians of Freemia-
niasoilry. Likewise, the reports of the
foreign correspondents are preservative
or nuch that is of value to l)e written
and this rnethod of treasuring s1hould
not be harsbly condemned bcause of
the crudity, or fraility, or egotism, or
contention of some of the individual cor-
responde);ts. No doubt the blue pen
cil of the trained editor miighit greatly
abridge to good purpose the volu-
ilinosity of the reports, but the essence

of informiation is in tbemn nevertheless.
Tlhere may be toc, much form, but
there is also substance, and the Mason
who truly seeks knowledge in our pre-
ýsent Masonic wvorld wilI find rnuch of it,
very niuch of it, in the reports of the
committees on foreign or fraternal cor-
respondence of the various Masonic
Grand Jurisdictions of the UJnited
States-- T/je Trestie Bjoard.

DEADHEADING MINISTERS.

The Grand Lodge of South Carolina
ias adopted a constitutional ai-nend-
nient authorizing lodges to confer the
degrees upon " ininisters of God" with-
,out paynient of fcus, to relieve thein of
annual dues, and to exempt the lodges
from the paynient of Grand Lodge dues
upon the same class of memnbers.
'While we yield to no one in respect
.and tegard for our brethien of the cloth
.and of their holy office, and accord
theni full rneasure of comniendation
for the splendid work they have car-
ried on and stili carry on ùnder the ban-
ner of the Cross .while we recognize
that the resuits of their labor and sacri-
fice are nianifest the world over,we insist
.that class legisiation of this character is

unwise, undignlifled and conitrary to tbat
spirit of equality that prevades Masonry,
and is and bias ever been one of its
noblest attributes. It is urged that " in
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred a
minister reflects the highest tpye of
character in a commun ity ini which lie
lives, and it is such niaterial as this which
will advance and promote the interests
of Ma3onry more than anv one fa.ctcir."
Ail of which is very true, provided the
clergymian is attracted to Freeniasonry
by its own instrinsic merits and wortb,
and knockcs at our outer door unprivi-
leged and on a level ivith every other
petitioner. If hie does not fromn without
our gates hehold sufficient of the beauty
and nobility of Masonry as reflected in
its works and in the ]ives and characters
of its mieml)ers to induce hini to corne
freely and voluntarily, without having
the dtegrees, ii the vernacular of the
streer, throwvn at bis head, we certaitily
do not wanit him. WVe are proud of the
fact that nany of God's rainisters be-
long to our frateïnity and realize that
by their memibership they " advance
and promote the interesns of \Iasonry,"
b~ut had their support, their influence
been purcbased by a presentation of
the degrees it would bardly redound to
the bionor of Masonry.

We have understood that to solicit
one to hecome a meraber of the f rater-
nity violates a fundamental rule of the
Order, irrespective of the "race, color or
previous condition of servitude" of the
applicant, and to go fishing for candi-
dates with free degrees and no dues for
hait violates the spirit, if flot the letter,
of this law. ht is a cbeap mnethod of
advertising unworthy of Masonry, and
it degrades both the Order and the
gl-entlemen of the cloth wvhorn it seeks
to draw within the fold. No, brethren.
Every petititioner, whatever bis position
in life, howevei exalted or humble bis
calling and vocation, must approach
our altar of his own free wili, without
solicitation, certainly without finnacial
inducement, and on a level with each
and every one who, like him, seeks ad-
mission to the noblest fraternity of all
the a.ges.-A'fasoizic T.-ding,,s.
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