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liandkzerchief in my breast pooket with
t *e corner just visible, zts 1 went. Tlis
'Was Io niop up Nettie's happy tentei. 1
was soon ringing the front-door bell 6
Mrý. Garnett'nhliuse and waiting for ad-

.N&,ttie seemed very g]ad te sea nme,
and, 1 thouglit rather embairrassed, as
she -valked across the room, openicd the
window, and sa% down beside rt. She
looked very swveet and deniure with lier
bauds folded in lier ]ap, and lier brown
o'ves doivneast, while lier pretti- curli
Claycd arouiid lier shoulders lu the
becze and d:înced merL-y jioes on lier

white foreliead. Slie ivas dressed in
blue, and liow 1 ]ovcd lier! After ton 1
said: -Couie baek into the parlor, Net-
.tie, I want to tell yon soinethinz."

"1'erhiaps you wvould rather-go into
thi, gardten, 'Mr. Divers; the uioun is
shining and it is so cool and pleasaut
there."

I drew lier baud throuzh mv ai-m ud
w-eut iiown thei w-aurto; Ter fn
planned out just how 1 should propose,
aind had written an ele.gant spcechi that
wvould q-ite overpowcr and c-onfuse lier,
while 1, ln perfect seif-comiposure,
would tak 3 the blushinff, sobbiu- little
thing in iy armas aiùd dry lier tcai-s
with the nid 'of rny waxçed mustache and 1
pink handkerchief.

1 de]ivcrcd my speech with ail the
éloqiuence I could command, and paused
a second for it to taire desired effeet.
But it didn't do it.

Nettie bm-st into a peal of laugliter,
wbich rang in niy cars for many days,
and, as soon as she could stop laugbhing,
said:

-Whv, Nat! You great struttin<r sim-
p 'to;do you suppose that I~ol

marrv you! Whon 1 miarry I want a
man w-bon I shail fot bie nsbamed te
ealu husbaud-a m-an tbat I shail lie
prond of; a man that bas a more hum-

bI opinion of 1Number One than Ton
have -a nman tee brave to boast of bis
talents and po-%-er."

1 tried to appear indignant and
walked aw-ay. As 1 w-alked home that
niglit I w-as. for the fi-st time in my life,
heartily ashamed of m yself. I w-as
af-aid she would tell it and every one
wonld bce laughing ntme.

-When 1 got home 1 procured an
anger and slipped ont a little distance
frm the bouse, w-here stood ailrg
maple-tree many yenrs old. 1 glanoed
-cautiously around, and, seeing no one,
1 knelt dGwn and raked the soil awy
-with a stick and bored a hole in te

trunk close te the groundt, an-d w-p-
pIn g e - rinig that 1 lîad bought for
Nettie up in 'a silken mop 1 stuffed it

in the auger-bole and stoppcd thie hore
up with a plug of wood. I scratehed
the dîrt bnck to, bide the place and
shalng iny fist at it, 1 turned anay.

1ý1y love for Nettie ben-an to, deerease
faster and w'ith rauel less ceremony
than it lad tak-en forni. You eau
scarcely ini,,tgine liow men I did fe,
and the last straw w-as addcd a few
weks biter in the shape of an invita-
tion to Nettle's w-edding wltlî Phil Clay-
ton. Yon bet I didu't go. They moved
out w-est aud I wandered around nearly
ail ove-r the continent Ivishing I could
find aucther girl who could taire Net-
tie's Place iu ml heart.

&VAt last I found bier, aftcr a -- est
deal of couceit lad licou 1nockecf out
of me, for Nýettie's lesson proved a goodl
one. She w-as a sw-cet dainty littie
widowi aud I lovcd lier guite as mucli
as I loved Ne'Zttie. By and bv I wvhisp-
ered my secret to hcr and'met w-ith a
favorable recoption. And ten years
frorn the time that Nettie refused me
1 w-as mariled to littie Mrs. Arnold,
tboug-h net until aftcrwvard did 1 know
that I w-as Nettie Garuott's thi-d bus-
baud. But sIc w-as ail tIec dearer ta
me.

BOSTON BOB.

Ne ene w-as botter ewn iu the
neighborhood of theBattery ton years
age than old "Boston Bob Bob was
a character. ilis surusme w-as Stewart,
but few of bis most intimate acquaint-
auces 4ared te eal l bian-tythincg but;
Bob tebis face or tespeakr of hlm be-
hind bis bacir by any other name thart
Boston Bob. Althougli Bob was very
close in money matters there was noth-
ing menu about him. No eue ever saw
hi spend any moncy except fer the
absolute necessities of life, i-et ne, one
ever spoke of hlmi as a miser.

The nfortunate eues always hadI
Beli's s ympathies. Bis advice aud any
assistance that he could render wfliela
did net c-est mouey w-as freely offered
te whomsoerer stood in xieed of it. Re
always seemed ebeerful. Re w-as al-
ways ready te, listen te, a goed story-,
and neyer failed te, repay bis enter-
tainer witb an anecdete equally emus-
ing. Re was not usnaly- averse to, a
moderate aniont ef liguer, but hae
never liought any buiself. But hoe Was
never kuown te bang aroiýnd a bit-


