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SOCIETY 'OE
We Invite the. *olero of Hornti.

ricultural sooietha te send in short,
Ditlay reporte of work that would ina~

2Mtereal in.mberu o.f other Hlorticultu- .-
Rrýral Societioe.

The Bleck Improvement Idea
4'o Mayor Ward, of Birmingham, Ala-

bamna, is said to belong the credit for ferst
conceiving and putting into effeot, the
"Block Improvement Society" idea that has
proved se succesaful in many parts of the
United Stateal.

The central idea la that eaRch block or
square shall organise, througb its inhabi..
tants, an imnprovement society to look after
the heauitifcation and betterment of its en-
vironment. The idea brings t4e needs of
the situation home to the individual and
shows the relation of the individual to the
community. A friendly rivalry hetween
blocks tends te ILring even the moat indiffor-
ent cit.izen into line, for neiglhors will not
readily allow any one to spoil their block,
which often happens under a go-as.-you-
please vnolley.

The ides xnay ba carried ont lu places of
any aise,. The rambhiný, vilb'lge aloTÏg a
counitry rogd mav orLanize on both sides; of
the way. A cross roadq -vlag ar h 'vefour gruos. Thus the idea may be carried
to any extent.

Mavor Ward has laid down thse foilowing
princiffles:

"Pull down your fonce. The citv will
haul it awsv and ke-ep off the vcowsq. If yon
eau't bie indnced to part with it, fix unp and

"Plant lawns, flowers, and trees. Wherever
the ground shows bare, plant- somiething
green in it.

"Exercise the saine supervision over your
sid-eWalks as over your front yard. Side--
walks are the index of the peotile inside.

"Trin ilu trees which are toc low and
hich overh.ang sidewalks.
"Plant a strip of green in bara places

along sidowalks,
"Don't let your dog bark ail night. Think

of your neiglibors.
"1Swoot pes. climbing nasturtiums,

castor beans, hollyho-cks, or aven sunflowera
make an efective a-creen te bide old fonces,
sheds or other unsightly views. For perý
manent screens, use hardy shrubs or the
quickly growing vines.

<'Yeu mav have a window box filled with
geraniunis if you cannot have a grand yard
filled with choice roses.

Wher3 ýcoiild niot ail this Le done to ad-
vantage? The Blo>ck Society idea, if pro-
perly devoloned, wiil lay a aDleudid basis for
real commun ity devalopinent.

Markdale
The Mýarkdale Horticultural Societv this:

yoar has offered ifs members, a. doilar's
worth of plIants, shruibs, seeda and bulbs and
a yeajr's sUbSeription to TIus (ANADIAN
HORTICOULT-CRIST. Their lirst meeting cf the
season was held in the Agricultural Lecture
Hall, the seating capacity cf which was
more than lilled. Îhere' was a recitation
and an instrumental duet, followed by an
illustrated address by Prof. H. L. Hutt, of
the Guelph Agricultural Coilege, entitled
"'Home and Town Improveinent."

Toronto
mbers ai
LI menti
in the(

Ou - i

orticultural Society gave
nusual treat, lu their lu-
meeting, iu thoir new

adian Order cf Feresters
ege Street, lu April, ty
Hunt, Lecturer in Flori-
elph Agrieultural GolPge,
tas, illustrated by superli
2m in connection with bis
e college. Mr. Hunt is;
rists in America. Through
utolligent, and able mork
in thse press, on the plat-
cehlege, ho has dns much
enthusiasm cf Canadiaus
,ardening. The crowning
k, produoed under great
)se garden, that adds im-
ittractions of the Royal

heen given each year twelve hundred pack-
ages choice mixed aster seed to the cl-
dren cf the publie and s,arate cocs
We awarded three prizss to eacli cf tise
twenty-se.veni chools aLnd three, prises te the
three sohools mnaking the bast generai ex-
hiLit. 'These last mrises were to lie planted
on' the school grounds. The children
evinced great interest and entered between
tewo huudred sud fifty and three hnndrod
bunches of asters eac-h year. We found
that the *Parents took great iuterest ln the
children's work.

SIn addition to a general supervision of
the city we have during the past three years
distributed to our inembers eigbty týhcjaud
choice buibs, assorted, three thousand coc
shrubs, eight kinda, and eighit thcusand five
hiundred choice nerennials, 12 kindo. We
also gave Tirs CANATDIAN H-,OaTIO-ULTURrST to
ahl our meinbers and held a wînter 'courýse of
leotures -J. Kn-eshaw.

Walkerville's Good Work
Mr. W. H. Smith. h ertr-raue

of the WalIkervilleý Horticuîtural Society,
lias sent THEs CAWADIAN HotTICIUTIURIaST the
ainuai announcemnent, fiuanciial stateme4ýnt
and list of rremiins cf that society for the
year 1912. The relceipte of tise soýcie-ty Iast
yoar were $774, iueluiding a balancef froni
the voar before of $219. The societv la
offeriug ten optio)ns, eaoh cf which is at-
tractive.

Enclosed with the, announcement <'f tihe
sooieoty was the annual auxieuncement of the
garden and lawu ronetition and list of
Drices offered by Hiranm Walker and Sons,

LV.The <coirruetition la onen to all resi-
,dents of Wal)kervilleý who, cu'ivate their own
gardons. There are classes for propox-by-
owners and te-nants.

Prizes are offered for hanging baskets, im-
rorvements te new homnes, collections; of

hardy shrubs, collections of roses, nf hcr-
baceous plants, for tlie g:eneral amer~c
cf tho garden, Iawn and boulevard, for lieds
of- goranlunis Vwent ' -flve square feet or
more, for collections of climnbiug vines, fer
the best window, p)orcli or la.wn b-oxesý as
sonn frn the striet. and! for manv other
ahilar classeq. Socioties that are thinkiug
cf holding similar competitions will do
well te write for a copy of this announce-
ment.


