
The Biblc in our Schools.

be a less evil than to give our child-
ren a purely secular education. But
the objection is opposed to facts, for
(i) In mîany places in the past, the
Bible has been taught, and in nany
public scliools it is now taught, with
the cordial approval of, and perfect
harnony among, all the Protestant
churches. (2) In our private schools
and denominational colleges no ob-
jection is made to the religious in-
struction given, and still they arc at-
tended by pupils of all denominations.
(3) So far are many Protestants from
any deep feeling on this subject, tlat
they even send their dauglhters to
Convent Schools, vhile they dissent
entirely from the religious instruction
and observances of these institutions.
(4) In the national schools of Lon-
don, England, where the Bible is read
and prizes are given for excellence in
Scripture knowledge " with respect to
150,000 children, being the total
nunber in the schools, only fifty
parents withdrew their children from
religious instruction (i. c. one in three
thousand); nor was a single complaint
made of imnproper interfeeice during
the seven years in wliich the regula-
tion lias been in force." These facts
furnish a complete answer to the ob.
jection, showing, as they do, that the
Bible can be used in scliools without
infringing on individual rights of con-
science or disturbing the liarmony
which should exist among neighbours,
who though belonging to different
Protes>ant churches, hold in common
the prime'authority of the Word of
God.

The space allotted us will allow of
little more than the statement of'sone
reasons why the Bible should have a
place among our school .books. Our
readers must for themiselves consider
the full bearing and wide reach of
what may be suggested.

i. We claim in the schools of On-
tario a place for the Bible byprescrip-
tive right. Our province lias drawn

her colonists from many countries.
In the fitherland of all thesc colon-
ists the Bible was a school book. In
England, Scotland, Ireland, Gerinany,
Holland, Sweden, this vas the case.
In all reformed countries the zeal for
education was the result of a deep
conviction that nothing but acquaint-
ance with Scripture truth would be a
safe-guard against the assaults of
Popery, or secure for the nations the
religious liberty they had come to
enjoy. Hence the determination to
have a church in every parish and a
school beside every church, where the
young might learn to read the Bible
and be instructed in Christian doc-
trine. In these schools the Bible and
catechism were the books first and
chiefly used. Modern scientific edu-
cation lad.not been dreaned of, and
literary attainments were a secondary
object, aimed at by a very few.

When these colonists reached this
western land, they founded schools,
which did good service before the
present more efficient system had been
devised on the Alpine heights. A
principal part of the work of these
schools was Biblical and religious in-
struction. When these primitive
schools had become merged in the
Common Schools, the Bible was still
tauglht. After a time in the hope
that our Roman Catholic fellow-citiz-
ens would unite with Protestants in
support of a national system, the Bible

vas to a great extent dropped to
avoid giving them offence. The
hope was vain. Our Common Schools,
bereft of tleir religious teaching, were
denounced as godless, and the state
was forced to establish and maintain
Separate Schools in which the religion
of the Romish Church is taught.
Why then shall not the Bible be re-
stored to the place it ere-while held ?
Why should Protestants be denied
the privilege which Roman Catholics
enjoy? We only plead for a restora-
tion of a precious privilege which for
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