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But howcver sulicituus he was to encourage
a high degiee of proficiency in the pupil, and
to incitc to the attainment of a Lruad and
generous schularship, he never lost the op-
pottunity to inspitc our youth with the de-
sire for that more subtle cultute which
clevates and refines the life, and gives an
intensity of pleasure to its putsuits and en-
joyments.  This aim tuns lihke a golden
thread through all Lis speeches, and places
a priceless valuc upua his words. To call
into excicise, in the daily contact of the
school, those fincr inatincts of var natuseis a
work much nceded in our midst, and it
should not belong to a taser species of schoul.
husbandey than the present 1ace of Canadian
educationists assiduously to elicit it, and
permanently to give it expression.

‘T'nose who laud, and properly laud, the
efficiency of the cducational system of Canada
must, we fear, learn to speak of the country
they eulogize in a somewhat local sense,
referring particularly to the Province of On.
tario and to the Maritime Provinces. That
the Province of Quebee, at any rate, should
be excluded from a share in the compliment
is, unhappily, but too apparent, if the state
of Elementary English Education, in the
country parts of that Province, is to be taken
as a criterion of excellence. At the recent
Paris Exposition, it was specially noticed by
French Educationists that that portion of
la belle Canada inhabited by the people of
theirown race and language, the Quebec Pro-
vince, had little share in the honours won for
the Dominion by the exhibit in the Canada
Educational Court. But the shortcomings
of the Province and its French-speaking
inhabitants in failing to take part in reprte-
senting Canada’s Educational interests at the
Exposition, are trifling in comparison with
the apathy manifested at home in the Pro-
vince, by their English-speaking compatriots,
towards the cause of education. At the
Annual Convention of Protestant Teachers
of the Province, held recently at Bedford,
in the Eastern Townships, the condition of
affairs in connection with piimary edacation
wag stated to be most deplorable. The ex-
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planativn of this is icadily cnough found in
the fact that the salaties paid to the teachers
ate criminally inadequate to the providing ot
cumpetent men w *ake charge of the schools,
A further explaining cause is found in the
statement, made upon undoubted authority,
that not only are the salaries miscrable pit-
tances in themsclves, Lut that the teachers—
in most instances females —have to submit to
the degradation of receiving their remuncra-
tion in the set-off form of ** board," and this
on the vile peripatetic principle. This pinched
and starved recognition of cducation, we are
told, cxtends over a large area of cven the
oldest and richest counties of the Eastern
Townships, the salaiics unly ranging from
$7 to $12 per month, and Luard,--the board
being from housc te house weckly! Who
are really responsible for this blot upon
Canadian civilization we cannot say, but the
disclosure of such facts flush the face with
shame for the greed or ignorance of the com-
munity that supincly permits such a state of
things to exist. The disproportionate number
of English-speaking children in the province,
and scattered, as they are, over a wide area,
of course, makes it diflicult to organize
efficient machinery of instruction for tharr
wants, and our miserable sectarian preju-
dices unhappily stand in the way of co-opera-
tion with the French inhabitants to sccurc
any good system of education. No circum-
stances, however, can well excuse the utter
lack of apprcciation of what ought to be the
priceless services to the community of an
experienced, cultured, and capable corps of
teachers, with a recognized status corres-
ponding to the dignity and importance of
the high duties of their calling. It would,
perhaps, be unjust, while we are ignorant
of the whole facts, to attach blame in this
matter to the Protestant Committee of the
Council of Public Instruction of the Province.
but they cannot be quite absolved from some
share in the responsibility for so discreditable

- a state of things.

MR, MATTHEW ARNOLD has a paperin the
November Nunber of the Fortnightly Review,
entitled, Zor20 Tnum est Necessarium, calling



