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,a the soil gradually acquires depth, the balsani-
poplars and aspens overpower the willows; which,
however, continue to fori a line of demarcation be-
tween the lake and the encroaching forest. Consid-
erable sheets of water are also cut off on the north-
west side of the lake whcre the bird's eye limestone
forms the wlule of the coast. Very rcoenîtly this
corner was deeply indented by narrow branclingi-
bays, whose outer points were limicstone cliin.
Under the action of frost, the thin horizontal beds of
this stone split up, erevice:s are formed perpendicu-
larly, large blocks are detached, and tie cliff is rap-
idly overthrown, soon becoming muasked by its own
ruins. lI a seasoni or two the slabs break into small
fragments, which are toszed up by the waves aero<s
the neck of the bay into lhe fori of narrow, ridgdlike
beaclies, from wueniy to thirty feet high. Mud and
vegetable matter gradually fill up the pieces of water
thus secluded ; a willow swamp is formed ; and when
tIC ground is somewhat consulidated, the willoivs are
iuplaced by a grove of aspens.-Sir Joli Richarda.

HoW Tro Buns CoAL.-The art of burning coal is
n , properly understood as it ought to be. To
much coal is usually placed in the stove, by which
the dranghlt is destroyed and the gases are imperfect-
ly consumied. The Aliter.,' Jourîol of Pottsville says
there are two errors in the way %'e burn coal, by
which more than one Ialf is wasted. Ist. We have
to shut the door of our stove or furnace, to imiake a
teniporary over-combustion at one tine, and at an-
other time we have to leave open the dour and let iii
cold air to cool offi. 2. The gas that ascends our
chimneys carries oif with it a deal of coal that is un-
burned, merely coal in vapour, vhich gives out little
heat for want of air to consume il. We lose the most
of the unconsumed vapour of coal when the door is
shut. When it is open the vapour is consmned, but
the lient is reduced by a flood of eold air, and carried
up the chimn(ey. % hat is required then is an air-
tiglt door over the ash-pit, through which you can
let in just what air is necessary for quick or slow
combustion as desired. The door that admaits the
coal should be tighlt, and should iever be opened
except to put coal in. A snall flue should admit a
streain f air, heated by contact with the stove, to
mix with the gas on top of the fire. In buying a
stove, if you find that the stove or furnace door munst
be left open wlen you vaut to moderate your fire,
reject it; for it is essentially wrong in its construe-
tion, and it will consume thrce tons 'of coal where
one would answer if the draft door were air-tight.

Mn. GALrox's ExI>nTIov- m SoURmERN AnneIca.-
Letters have been received from the enterprising tra-
veller, Mr. Galton, who our readers will remember,
started for the Great Lape, via Walwich Bay. in Son-
tember last. )Ir. Galton writes, under date lst *of
March, fron latitude 520 seuth, longitude 1 .19 east.
Mr. Galton arrived in the Damatra ceontrv in October.
lle reports constant fighting and vars ofdreprisals be-
tween the Damnara and the Namaquas, whicl con-
menced fmr years .ago, but lad lately increased in
ferocity and extent; Jonker Afrikaner being a prin-
cipal nover. The destruction of the village of Dema-
ras, gathered around Mr. Kolbe's mission station,
reported in the papers at the time, and the purchase
of plundered caUle by white men, and -had led to dif-
ficulties in the way of Mr. Galton's progress, and to
the prospects of commerce. Mr. GalIton on his arri-
val in that country, wrote to Jouker Afrikaner, ac-
quainting him wilh the instructions he had received
from the governor to establisli friendly relations with
the native tribes on the route to lake N'gamni, with a

view to prepare them for future commerce, and to
warn then against any attempts to dispossess thein
of their country; and intimating the displeasure of
the British Gove'rnor at the oppression of the other
tribes by the Naniaquas Joqker's anwer vas delayed
a month, and was unsatisfiactory, and Mr. Galton then
rode straiglt to hii vith ai escort of only tbree fol-
lowers, and succecded in thorouglhly alarnimig him. 1e
miade Jouker write a uiost amile ackiowledgement
of his wroung to Mr. Kelbe i and advised him to inako
the same.neknowledgeet to the Britisli Govenor,
whic'h he did, and sent it by a meesenger forthwith te
the colony. Mr. Galton also made Jotiker send ibr a
neighboring captain of the red peuple, and made him
also soleminly untdertake to leave oit oppressing tho
DIamaras, and wrote a lew simple laws to meet cases
of catile stealim, wliielh werc cordially agreed to.
One of these laws provided for the equal punishmient
of Namaquas with the Damaras for stealhng. Somen
of their own diiputes were also voluintarily referred
te Mr. Galton as inpire. Mr. G:ltonz received much
va:uable and interetiig information respecting theo
tras.ictiois in that part of the country for some years
past, fromt the diary cf lr. lahn, the longest resident
mîîissionary anong the Damaras. Mr. Galton, at the
dates of his letters, vas to start for the iiterior in two
days, but intimates his intention of returning that
way in about six nonths. A considerable impression
has been imiade on the native minds by Mr. Galton's
visit, anid a way appears to be prepared for the pro-
gress of Eipopean commerce and civilisation in that
direction at no very distant period, but very nuch
will depend on the conduct of those hîere, who hereaf-
ter attenpt to open out further relations with the na-
tives.-Cape 'J'own Paper.

Unprecedented Oceanu Steaming.

The steamship Pacific, Capt. Nye, Collins line, has
inade twenty-two passages across the 4tlantic

Longest, 12 days 8 hours.
Shortest, 9 days 19 hours and 34 minntes.

-- The latter, no doubt the slortest passage, mean or
truîe time, ever made. The average of all lier passageê
is îîîîder eleven days.

The steamers of the Collins line have donc better
tiis wiinter than ever before. Their passages lately
have been astonishiing. Crossing the Atlantic to the
westward ini the middle of winter in less than eleven
days is wonderful. The conipany, liowever, find it a
losing business. Thieir expenses are enormous, and
Ile incmeon froin the goverimnent and passengers too
small to prevent serious loss. if the governmeut
does not come forward and give this line substantial
aid, it will be abandoned. Tie Emnperor of Russia
has signified a desire to pirchase these magnificent
steaimships to forni a nucleus for a powerful steam
navy. Cannot something bie done at once, to preven
tiese vessels from fatling into the liands of a foreign
government ?-N. Y. Jkrald.

Mr. Hiram Powers is engaged on a large alieg-
orical statue of California, typifmed by a beautiful
Indian feinale. In lier hand is a divining rod, wiih
which she points to a mass of metallie quartz, like
that recently exhibited in the east nave of the Crys-
tal Palace. The volupitous fori, the lauighing eye,
and the gorgeous richness. of lier cap, arnlets, and
bracelets of native ore, are inteinded to suggest the
fascinations of the land of gold; wiile a warning
moral is hidden in lier right hand which grasps a
bunch of thorns, but so disposes ihei as to be unseen
ai the ftrst hasty glance of the spectator.


