14

1825.

LIFE OF LORD SYDENHAM.

were entirely self-formed. Those of his family, of
his father certainly, were rather of the opposite
complexion. But whether acquired by reflection
during his residence among the despotic, and con-
sequently stagnating states of the continent, or from
his course of reading, or from the general bent of his
mind, or, as seems most probable, from all these
influences combined, certain it is that his political
principles were from the first of a very liberal cha-
racter, and led him to cultivate the society of those
who entertained similar views on questions of public
interest. He thus became acquainted about this
time, among others, with Dr. Bowring, Mr. Mill,
Mr. Warburton, and Mr. Hume, and was occasionally
admitted to the hermitage of the eccentric and
amiable Bentham. He likewise studied the science
of Political Economy with Mr. M‘Culloch, and fre-
quented the Political Economy Club then lately
instituted.

Taking thus a lively interest in the political
questions of the day, and more especially in those
relative to commercial matters, it was natural that
he should listen with favour to proposals which
were made to him in the summer of 1825 from
parties connected with the liberal interest in the
borough of Dover, to become a candidate for its
representation at the next election; and with this
view he made several visits to Dover in the course
of the winter for the purpose of canvassing, having
issued an address to the electors on the 15th of

September.



