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and Omai went on board the other. As foon as

they had got fufficient fea-room; they faced, ad-
vanced, and retreated by turns, as quick as their
“rowers could paddle. : In the mean time, the
warriors on the ftages flourifhed their weapons,
and played a variery of anticks, which could an-.
fwer no other purpofe than that of roufing their
paffions,” to prepare them for the onfer. Otoo
ftood by the fide of one ftage, giving the. necef--
fary orders, when to advance, and when to re-
treat. Great judgment, and a very quick eye,

feemed requifite in this department, to feizeeve-'.

ry advantage, ahd to.avoid every difadvantage.
At length, ‘affer feveral times advancing'to, and
retreating from each other, the two canoes clof=
ed, ftage to ftage; and after a. fevere, though
fhort conflic; all thetroops on Otoo’s ftage were
fuppofed to be killed, and’ Omai and -his affo-
ciates boarded them, when inftantly:‘©too, and
all the paddlers” in his canoe, leaped into the fea,
as if reduced to the neceflity of preferving their .
lives by fwimming.” = o
According to Omai’s information, their naval
engagements are ot always conduted in this .
manner. - They fometimes lafh the two veffels
together, head to head; and fight till all the war-
riofs on one fide or the other are killed. But
this clofe combat is never praitifed, except when
the contending parties are determined to conquer.
or ‘die. Indeed, one or the other muft infallibly
' ' B happen ;




