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Hoop, THoMAs, a famous poet, humorist and popular author,
born in London in 1798. He was the son of a bookseller, served
an apprenticeship as an engraver, but soon betook himself to litera-
ture. In 1821 he was sub-editor of the Londen Magazine. His
novels and tales were less successful than his humorous works.
Among his most popular poems are :—The Song of the Shirt, The
Bridge of Sighs and the Dream of Eugene Aram. In the latter
years of his life—which was one of prolonged suffering—he was edi-
tor of The New Monthly Magazine. As a punster he 18 unrivalled,
and some of his serious poems are exquisitely tender and pathetic.
In all his works a rich current of genial humour runs, and his pleas.
ant wit, ripe observation and sound sensg¢ have made him an orna-
ment to English literature. He died March 3rd, 1845.

Hounr, J. H. LeieH, a popular English poet, born at Southgate,
near London,.October 19th, 1784. He early turned his attention
to literature, and obtained a clerkship in the War Office, which he
resigned in 1808, to occupy the joint editorship (along with his
brother John) of the Examiner. Their boldness in conducting
this paper led to their being imprisoned for two years and fined
£500 each, for some strictures on the Prince Regent which appear-
ed in its columns. He was a copious writer and his productions
occupy & wide range. Rimini, written while in prison, is one of his
best poems. Prof. Wilson styles Hunt ‘‘ as the most vivid of poets
and the most cordial of crities.” He died August 28th, 1859.

INGELOW, JEAN, a native of Ipswich, Suffolk, born about 1826, is
the author of several volumes of poems, the first of which ran

through 14 editions in five years. She wrote 4 Story of Doom and -

other pdems, published in 1867, Mopsa the Fairy in 1869, and seve-
ral prose stories, etc.

IrviNG, WASHINGTON, a distinguished American author and
humorist, born in New York City, April 3rd, 1783. He studied law
and was admitted to the bar, but soon abandoned the legal” pro-
fession for literature. In 1809 he published his Knickerbocker's
History of New York, a humorous work which was very success-
ful. His worksare very numerous, including the famous Sketch
Book, The Alhambra, Conquest of Granada, Life of Columbus, Life
of Washington, etc., etc. For easy elegance of style, Irving has no
superior, perhaps no equal, among the prose writers of America.
1f Hawthorne excels him in variety, in earnestness and in force,
he is, perhaps, inferior to lrving in facility and grace, while he
can make no claim to that genial, lambent humour which beams
in almost every page of Geoffrey Cravon. He died November 28th,

1859.




