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x I»Sir James Grichton-Browne on “Food Fencing
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yAt the annual meeting of the Aaso- j that the accommodation in boarding
and lodging houses in Llandudno was 
so regulated as to render overcrowd
ing to an insanitary degree impossible 
would so enhance the public confidence 
as in the long run to increase the pro
fits of the business.

The Adulteration of Milk.

made to have them carried into effect, 
and that the order of 1889, dealing wth 
tubercolosis of the udder, is practically 
a dead letter. The second interim re
port of the royal commission on tuber
culosis, establishing the identity of the 
disease in man and animals, prepares 
the way for notification of tuberculosis 
in cattle, regular veterinary inspection 
of all milch cows, conducted under the 
control of county councils, reasonable 
compensation for tuberculosis animals 
destroyed, and the annual licensing of 
all premises on which milk is sold.

Butter Mixtures.
Passing on to butter, Sir James tells 

us that it lends itself to fraudulent 
admixtures as readily as milk, and ex
presses his satisfaction that the legis
lature has now been nioved to take 
steps for its protection, and on the 
lines indicated in a paper which he 
read to the association at Blackpool 
last year. The analyists declare that 
the sophistication of butter is Increas
ing, and that spurious butter is mainly 
an urban product Mr. Isaac Young 
has shown that in Battersea, and in 
many other places, factories exist in 
which large quantities of butter are 
reworked on a revolving disc, with an 
admixture either of water or of milk, 
so added that the resulting compound 
may just scrape through the tests 
prescribed by the act Many of the 
imported butters, he says, contain only 
6 per cent, or less of moisture, which 
by reworking may be increased up to 
16 per pent, of water; a liquid calcul
ated to yield a handsome profit, even 
when it is sold at the price of cheap 
butter. Worse things than metropoli
tan water are, however, employed; for 
there are on the market cheap sub
stances, invented by ingenious chem
ists abroad, which, when judiciously 
mixed with genuine butter, cannot be 
definitely detected by any process of 
chemical analysis hitherto employed. 
We hear from Lewisham of pretty lit
tle pats of margarine, made up to re
present faipn butter, and largely dis
posed of by house to house visitation, 
which, when tested, proved to be a 
mixture containing 91 per cent, of 
foreign fat. Margarine is all very 
well. Made from pure animal fat and 
carefully manufactured it is an ex
cellent and inexpenslv^food, probably 
equal to butter, weight for weight, in 
nutritive value. But it is not the 
very best, either from a gustatory, or 
digestive, or aesthetical point of view, 
and it now appears that margarine it
self is subject to adulteration. There 
is room in our markets for enormous 
quantities of colonial and foreign but
ters, admirable of their kind, and for 
enormous quantities of margarine, 
too, but we must stipulate that there 
shall be no personation. The importer 
must be responsible for the genuine
ness of the butter he sells, and must 
be left to find his remedy against the 
foreign producer. All butter factories 
must be registered, the registration to 
be renewable annually, and they must

be subject to inspection. No ojls or 
fats capable of being used in the adul
teration of butter must 
on their premises. y

Slaughter Houses.
The duties of sanitary inspectors in 

relation to meat are only second, if, 
Indeed, they are seepnd, to those re
lating to milk supply; and, in order 
that they may be thoroughly carried 
out throughout the country the aboli
tion of private slaughterhouses is es
sential.
length into this question, and declar
ed that, although the number of these 
houses had been greatly reduced, and 
those remaining were vastly improved 
in character, in humane working, in 
ventilation, in drainage, and in clean
liness, under the inspection to which 
they are now subjected, we still await 
the adoption of the recommendations 
of the royal commission on tubercu
losis of 1898, which proposed the ex
tinction of private slaughterhouses 
within three years of the provision of 
a public slaughterhouse by any local 
authority in any tdWn or urban dis
trict; the conveyance to a central 
place for Inspection of all meat 
slaughtered elsewhere than in a pub
lic slaughterhouse and brought into 
the district for sale; the stamping of 
the joints of all carcasses that were 
passed’as sound by an inspection made 
immediately after slaughter; the of
ficial inspection of meat in rural dis
tricts, under the administration of the 
county councils; and the legal prohi
bition of the sale of the meat of any 
animal not killed in a duly licensed 
slaughterhouse, 
ed that he had Recently accepted the 
presidency of the London Model Ab
attoir society, an .organization which 
had been practically dormant since the 
'djeath of its founder, ,the late Sir B. 
W. Richardson, but which he hoped 
would now be brought into activity. 
He* enlarged upon the great amount 
of technical knowledge which is re
quired for the effective conduct of food 
inspection, on account of the great 
number and variety of the conditions 
to be detected. “There is scarcely,” 
he said, “a* article of food that Is not 
in those days tampered with now and 
then, or foisted on the public when in 
a corrupt condition, and so your vigi
lance has to be exercised over the 
whole field of our food supply, and as 
the methods of corruption are becom
ing more and more subtle, your detec
tive faculty must be, proportionately 
sharpened. Oysters and cockles 
polluted with 
may have typhoid fever on its leaves, 
tinned meats carry ptomaines, hams 
trichinosis, many of our wines are 
concocted without assistance from the 
juice of the grape; nuts, which we 
have hitherto trusted when not hollow 
have been imported of a poisonous 
description, and even the medicines 
we give the sick are sometimes de
prived of their healing power.” 
graphic description wis then quoted

from Miss Malvery of her experience 
at a factory for the manufacture of 
something to be sold as jam, and th,e 
chief foundation of which appeared to 
be fruit which was unsaleable for oth
er purposes. How much, in these mat
ters, the public has itself to blame 
was illustrated by an account of the 
large sale in America of a composi
tion called “The Finest Raspberry 
Jam,” and, in accordance with law, 
bearing legibly on its label a confes
sion that “this jam is made of glucose 
with artificial seeds and colored with 
harmless amiline dyes.”

After thus discussing the duties of 
his audience, Sir James referred to 
the difficult position in which they 
were often placed by the open or veil
ed antagonism of the very authorities 
under whom they were called upon to 
act, and who, in too many cases, were 
directly interested in rendering their 
action nugatory. He referred to the 
number and variety of the extraneous 
duties undertaken by some inspectors, 
and mentioned the case of Dr. Nash, 
the medical officer of health for 
Southend, where the district council 
has lately sought to diminish his sti
pend, and to shorten the period for 
which he was appointed, for no other 
offence than that of doing his duty. 
The matter is under the consideration 
of the Local Government board; but 
four medical officers were appointed 
and displaced at Southend between 
1890 and 1895,-and Dr. Bruce Low, one 
of the medical inspectors to the board, 
then reported that “locally it was sug
gested that, as each health officer had 
become unpopular with his authority 
through pressing forward needed im
provements, he, as a result, failed to 
secure re-election.”

Food and the Faddists
Having thus dealt at large with 

many of the conditions affecting the 
vyholesomeness of food, Sir James ad
dressed himself to the question of its 
consumption, and declared war to the 
knife against some of the fashionable 
doctrines of the day. 
field,” he declared, “has always been 
a happy hunting-ground for faddists, 
and these amiable creatures are now 
briskly disporting themselves in its 
coverts and preserves.” He declared 
himself to be in entire disagreement 
with those who advocated a .purely 
vegetarian diet, and to be a firm be
liever in the virtues of the mutton 
chop. He would be glad to see a sir
loin of beef reguktrly on the Sunday 
dinner table of every family in the 
land. There are kinds of food which, 
if we may believe our kitchen moni
tors, are undermining our British con
stitution. Pork is productive of scrof
ula, tomatoes cause cancer, bananas 
are responsible for influenza, and oat
meal is the source of appendicitis. One 
article after another is condemn
ed, and it is generally those articles

for which we have a special predilec-lbe addicted to these lozenges, aivi 
tion that are most strongly impugned. ' cleared up when deprived or 
If we listened to all the twaddle that and they referred to the s, n„ 
is talked about food, we should soon ters of two country schools Who 
be in the position of the man who was ing noticed that some of the* vi h , 
driven by the comments of passers-by grew unaccountably heavy mid 
to carry his donkey. If we even gave in the afternoon, found 
ear only to the more plausible and that they had had a few 
quasi-scientific of the counsels that j lozenges. Analysis showed ti
are being shouted around, we should lozenges contained 
soon be in a piteous plight, healthy, slightly variable quantity, 
perhaps, in a sense, but profoundly probably lost by evaporation 
miserable while cultivating inanity keeping; and in the quantities 
on lentils and distilled water. To the the dose arrived at was ci. arlv 
questions frequently put to him as gerous. The lozenges are mor<- > 
to whether this or that is wholesome, than tabloids, and it is not ük< k 
Sir James has come to reply, in a any one would swallow enoug 
combination of Byron and Scripture, at a sitting*to involve a fais 
“Take the gifts the gods provide thee! but they contain a slow and ; 
Nothing is common or unclean.” poison which even in minute rV

quently repeated must be in; 
health and morals, and th< 
not be sold except under v 
guards which the law has v 
in the case of poisons gener 
not monstrous that small gr 
fectioners and provision deal r should 
be allowed to go on selling 
punity to all and sundry, without a 
word of warning, lozenges v"nlaimn^ 
as ipuch as 2.9 per cent of rhlorcT- 
form ?

elation of Sanitary Inspectors, held at 
Llandudno, Sir James Crichton- 
Browne, again re-elected president of 
the association, delivered the custom
ary address.

After a glowing description of the 
charms and beauties of Llandudno, 
and a tribute to the wisdom which 
had selected it as the meeting place 
for the year, Sir >J. Crichton-Browne

be tolerated

The next branch of sanitary precau
tion to which Sir James directed the 
attention of his hearers was that of 
the protection of food, really the main 
topic of his address, 
that in Llandudno, out of 33,339 ani
mals slaughtered last year, only one 
carcass of beef, one of a sheep, and 
one pig had been found to be diseased 
and unfit for food, and that only five 
samples of milk and four of cream had 
been taken for analysis, figures which 
suggested ‘an undue degree of confi
dence in those who purvey meat and 
milk in the district.” He pointed to 
the benefits .likely to be secured by

chlorofnr,

: He mentioned Sir James entered at some
’ ;urged upon his hearers that the-suc

cessful prosecution of their arduous 
duties could only be secured by un
ceasing effort, and by continued 
watchfulness over the new directions 
from which fresh causes of disease 
were at any time liàble to appear.
Excellently as Llandudno had already
done, there were probably weak spots the act introduced and carried last

session by the president of the local 
government board to prevent the ad
mission of diseased meat at any port 
to the United Kingdom, instead of only 

generally, for such at London and Manchester, as hereto-
systematic inspection of houses in îore' *55 ,t?asse^ on to ^hat he 

_ _ , . ^ described as “the primary and para-
which lodgings were offered as might mount food question,” that of the pro- 
eecure those engaging them from un- tection of milk, “which enters in a 
suspected sources of disease. He point- greater or less degree into the dièt of 
^... . . , a vast majority of the population, and.
ed out that bylaws should be made forms the almost exclusive food of a 
applicable to all houses in which large proportion of Its most suscept- 
Iodgings are let, without limitation of ible units.” He declared that, if we 
class, and irrespective of rateable would reduce infant mortality, dimin- 
value. He referred to provisions as ish sickness and debility, prevent oc- 
to cubic space, ventilation of bedrooms, casional outbreaks of infectious disease 
and structural repairs. Registration and Improve the race, we must see to 
and reasonable supervision of such our milk supply; and for this purpose 
houses, in which, strictly speaking, a he reg^ds a complete reorganization 
trade was carried on, could scarcely of the whole milk trade throughout the 
be objected to; and he quoted Mr. country as inevitable. We have it on 
Flower, of Bristol, as having lately the authority of the local government 
called attention to this subject, and as board .that 10 per cent, of the present 
having protested against the packing supply is adulterated, and that a much 
together, at seaside resorts, in small larger proportion has been so mani- 
stuffy rooms, of families who in their pulated as to leave it only just above 
own homes have large and ‘ofty apart- the required standard. The figures 
ments, while the lodging house keep- show that the adulteration of milk has 
er and his wife and children huddle increased of late years, and the infer - 
in the basement. The ventilation of ence is justified that the practice of 
the bedrooms in such houses is often reducing the quality of retailed milk 
defective, the amount of cubic space by adding water and abstracting cream 
per inmate being below the workhouse is extending. There has been some 
level, and the cooking operations being awakening on the question, but proof 
sometimes carried on in the room in of the lamentable apathy still prevail- 
which the lodginghouse keeper and his ing is given by the statement made 
family live. The idea that visitors to the Houses- of Commons by Mr. 
spend most of their time out of doors Burns last session, to the effect that 
cannot always be realized in our 20 per cent, of existing sanitary au- 
changeable climate; and Sir James thoritjes have as yet made no régula- 
contended that, as regards air space, tions under the Dairy, Cowsheds and 
our well-to-do health and holiday Milkshops Order of 1885, now nearly 
seekers should not be worse off than a quarter of a century old, a fact 
the patrons of the common lodging- readily comprehensible when it is re
house, nor tourists than tramps. He membered that rural sanitary authori- 
believed that large numbers of lodg- ties are largely composed of the very 
ing houses were admirably conducted, persons whose actions such regula- 
and wished to avoid anything vexati- tions would control. It is believed 
ous or inquisitorial, or in the nature that in a large number of Instances 
of a restriction of trade, but express- in which the regulations have been 
ed his conviction that the knowledge adopted no arrangements have been

?
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Chloroform In Sweets

After some paragraphs describing 
and condemning what he declares to 
be a common practice among youne 
women, especially among workers or 
various kinds, that, namely, of con
suming large quantities of lemons, 
sometimes peel as well as pulp, for the 
prevention of obesity and for the pre
servation of a “delicate” appearance, 
and after referring regretfully to the 
growing practice of eating sweets in 
which alcohol in some form is enclos
ed, and of the formation among work
ing girls of clubs for the obtaining of 
intoxicating drinks, Sir James con
cluded his address by an account of a 
form of indulgence which will probably 
be new to most readers. He described 
what he declares to be the growing 
practice of eating large quantities of 
so-called “linseed, liquorice, and 
chlorodyne lozenges,” placards adver
tising which may be seen in most 
sweet shops of the lower order, and 
which, he says, although probably first 
introduced as cough lozenges, arè now 
swallowed in large quantities by those 
who have no cough to complain of, 
but who appreciate their sedative and 
narcotic effect; by womei^ 
they can obtain the obfuscation they 
desire while avoiding the sense of 
shame that attends being seen enter
ing the public-house; by errand boys 
and shop girls, thus early introduced 
into the realms of inebriety, and even 
by school children, who, seeking a 
sweet, have discovered In it something 
soothing which they cannot explain, 
but which becomes enthralling. Sev
eral' ladies, engaged in good work, 
had from time to time brought these 
lozenges to Sir James, telling him 
what they had observed of their ef
fects. They said that women, the 
wives of working men, carried them 
about in their pockets, eating them 
from time to time during the day, 
and becoming drowsy and stupid; that 
boys and girls engaged in business 
who had grown dull, apathetic anQ of 
defective memory had been proved to

videjin its armour, and Sr James called Is j:
attention to the necessity, not only 
there, but in watering places and 
“health resorts”

con-

The Conditions of Vice
'Finally said Sir James, “when we 

deplore the widespread physical de
generacy, the excessive infantile 
tality that is going on around us, and 
the ravages of preventive disease, we 
are told by those content with a super
ficial view that ignorance and 
ness and vice and drunkenness are 
responsible for them all. We must go 
further back, and recognize that ig
norance is often the offspring of in
herited stupidity or of a neglected, ill- 
directed, or vacuous education, that 
idleness Is often enforced and made 
habitual by sheer inability to obtain 
employment under our existing indus
trial and commercial system, that 
vice and drunkenness are often but 
symptoms of the degeneracy they are 
supposed to cause, or a fungoid growth 
inevitable in the gruesome conditions 
of life in which so many of our peo
ple have to struggle up and pass their 
days. I am not Insensible to the 
value of the multifarious agencies that 
Christianity and philanthrophy have 
set in motion for the elevation of the 
submerged masses, but I am confident 
that these can never have fair play 
until we give them a basis of sound 
sanitation. Nuisances are the fertile 
mothers of immoralitiês, filth is for 
the most part the hotbed of depravity. 
Dirt was defined by Tyndall as mat
ter in the wrong place.’ Vice is mini 
in the wrong place. Let us bend all 
our energies to reduce both these dis
locations. The obligations of getting 
dirt out of food have been my theme 
today.”
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A Serious Situation Respecting the Affairs In Persia
One of the most serious difficulties triotism by placing their jewels, and: ject is to bring about a weak and im- 

of the situation in Persia is such money as they had at their dis- j poverished Persia incapable of offering
the finança, difficuity which in STuT woSd no™'
view of the refusal of the Gators, and the government finds It- j sions regarding Russia’s methods,
house of assembly last autumn to seIf in gQre. straits for funds. Fdr-1 They are too well known to be lost
consent to a joint Anglo-Russian loan, eign loans are prohibited, the doors sight of. Her object has always been 
has\ grown more anffi more pressing. are ciose^ ag£^nst outside capital, and] the acquisition of territory, and she 
Early in December, 1906, about a doz- ljg tQO muai1 expect that a na- has invariably displayed a callous in- 
en wealthy merchants, who represent- ^ional bank without a charter can difference to the state of the subject
ed different parts of the country In inSpire investors with the confidence races thus brought within her sphere
the house of assembly, took counsel to- reqU|re(i f0 command success. There of influence. She has not sought to 
gether. The result of their combined jg aiso fear ieat a powerful and, better their condition, dispense jus- 
deliberations was the famous proposal prosperous government, with ample tice, or develop the resources of the 
to form a national bank, founded upon meang at its disposal, might employ land. England, on the contrary, has 
purely domestic capital, for the pur- neW]y acquired strength to .crush formed her Asiatic empire upon the 
pose of taking over the finances of the reform movement which 4s begin- solid basis of economy, commerce and 
the state, discharging Its liabilities niRg take firm root throughout the hard work. Whatever the Nationalist 
and advancing money to the govern- country. For this reason, if for no party In India may say or complain of 
ment *n case of need. The leading other, the nation would hesitate to with regard to the disadvantages under 
spirits in the movement were Amm-ez- forge a weapon which might be which they labor, when compared with 
Zarb, whose father had amassed a turne<l against itself. In spite of its their English fellow subjects, they 
f°£. ?e. olî^ * -the mintaSe contract unenviable condition the government cannot for one moment accuse their
which he held for a number of years, itg begt to aUeviate distress dur- rulers of either misgovernment or in- 
an~_ Amin-et-Tujjar of Bushire, who lng, the winter months. To this end a justice. The reform leaders In Persia 
holds a valuable mining and naviga- company wag formed of deputies, counted upon British sympathy and 
tl05 concession in the Persian gulf arawn fr0m the merchant class, for moral support with unswerving faith; 
and the river Karun. The suggestion. regUiating a fixed standard for bread, hence it is not to be wondered at If 
emanating from men of means and and reducing it in price so as to min- bitter criticisms have been provoked 
some experience, was greeted with en- imiZe thé sufferings of the very poor by the announcement of an Anglo- 
thusiasm as a possible means of sal- in the cold weather. The state un- Russian agreement on what Is called 
vation. It not only received the cor- dertook to provide the corn necessary the middle eastern question, 
dial support of parliament, but also f successful carrying out of the
of the country at large. A fortnight Dro1J.t 
of the time of the house was devoted v J
to drawing up the government char- News, which reached Teheran in 
ter to be granted to the promoters of March, that England was negotiating 
the bank. The draft was just ready, a formal agreement with Russia, on 
and only awaited the shah’s approval the subject of Persia, was at first re- 
and signature, when Muzaffer-ed-Din ceived with incredulity. The public 
died and Mohammed All Shah ascend- pulse still quickened with a throb of

gratitude at any chance allusion to 
Immediately the financial horizon, the assistance rendered and the hos- 

which had begun to give some faint pitality extended by the British lega- 
promise of clearing, darkened again tion to the reformers who had sought 
ominously. Vexed • controversy arose sanctuary within its precincts last 
regarding the sum to be advanced to 
the government and the disbursement 
of the loan. The next question moot
ed concerned the amount of confidence 
the public was prepared to repose in 
the promoters of the bank and the se
curity offered. Then there were va
rious points raised by the promoters 
and the concessions demanded by 
them, which last appeared truly exor
bitant. When the first enthusiasm 
was over and the project had cPoled 
down it was soon discovered that there 
was fully as much to be said against 
the scheme as for it. Naturally, as 

' J coming from their side, the reform 
x party welcomed it as a speedy means 

of achieving national salvation. The 
government, on the other hand, was 
chary of placing itself at the mercy of 
a group of clever financiers who might 
or might not exploit the resources at 
their disposal for the furthering of 
their own ends. The extent of the 
concessions demanded may be gath
ered from the fact that the finances of 
the state were to be exclusively con
trolled by the bank, which was to act 
as treasury to the ehancellor of the 
exchequer. In addition it was to be 
granted prior rights to all mining, 
railroad, forest and other concessions 
throughout the country, 
with requiring these supreme privi
leges, the bank further laid clain* to 
the pearl fishery in the Persian gulf.

After much heated debate the draft 
of the amended charter was ap
proved by the government, and there 
the matter rests. The national bank 
exists in name only, and its future 
fate is one which it would reauir<¥ a 
bold prophet to predict. The only cap
ital collected consist of a few paltry 
sums subscribed by insignificant pro
vincials, although several women 
have set a laudable example of pa-

world that the movement now agitat
ing Persia from north to south and 
from east to west is in no wise di
rected against foreign interests, but 
that the issues at stake are purely do
mestic. British enterprise would gain 
ground, instead of losing it, under a 
government of the kind aimed at by 

reform party. /The practically un
tapped and unquestionably vast re
sources of the country would be 
turned to good account once a liberal 
and settled government was fully es
tablished. The Persian is by nature 
and tradition an artist and a trader. 
He is not averse to foreigners and for
eign enterprise, believing himself ca
pable of holding his own, in the long 
run, In his own country. What he 
fears and very properly resents is out
side Interference in the purely domes
tic affairs of his nation; otherwise he 
welcomes competition, and is no ad
vocate of the narrow policy of the shut 
door. A good percentage of Persian 
foreign trade is still in the hands of 
England and British India, and would 
doubtless Increase in volume were a 
happier condition of affairs to obtain. 
The quarter whence a certain amount 
of commercial opposition would be ex
perienced is that represented by the 
foreign business houses, which enjoy

consternation. The masses held his 
very name in execration, crediting him 
with being the only man strong enough 
to crush the reform movement, upon 
which they had built their hopes of 
salvation. A small minority, however, 
thought otherwise. These believed the 
Atabeg Azam to be the sole man cap
able of rescuing Persia from her pre
sent position. The Shah telegraphed 
to the former Grand Vizier early in 
March, commanding his instant return 
to Teheran. Upon receipt of the in
telligence, disorders broke out in the 
capital. Inflammatory literature, de
nouncing the Atabeg’s return, was 
scattered broadcast throughout the 
lengt* and breadth of the land. Taghi- 
Zadeh, a powerful member of the As
sembly, who has now a strong and 
determined party at his back, rose 
from his seat in the House and cried 
passionately:— “This man, Amin-es- 
«Sultan, ha% ruined the good name and 
blackened the fame of Persia. His 
misdeeds' are known to the whole na
tion. If he returns we may well des
pair of Persians as of a people de
void of all sense of honor. In such a 
case a constitution is useless and Par
liament had better be dissolved.” Des
pite these and similar fiery denuncia
tions, the announcement that the 
Atabeg had arrived at Enzeli, the Per
sian port in the Caspian sea, was 
made on April 20. It was naturally 
received with mixed feelings at the 
capital. The landing of the Atabeg 
was marked by an incident which 
plainly served to show were such, 
evidence required, that the people 
were in no temper to be trifled with. 
Escorted by Russian officials, the ex- 
Grand Vizier arrived at Enzeli on 
board the Russian mail steamer. It 
was the Russian officials’ intention to 
hand him over immediately to the care 
of the Persian authorities. On an
choring and transferring the Atabeg 
to the launch that was to take him 
ashore, great was the surprise of those 
on board to find the inhabitants of the 
port fully alive to the situation. They

It Is our right and duty to protect I ®vv„a,ïmel ab°ut, lhe, ,aan=h, Tal1 
ourselves against the assaults of a Praftf: threatening to shoot the Ata. 
thief, whether he attacks us at a dark peg if he ventured to land. In vain 
corner or meets us with a smiling face Russian officials argued and ex- 
at his store door. It is also our duty, postulated. The people were in no 
however, to treat other people just as mood to listen. The local mejllss, or 
honestly as we insist upon being treat- council,* of Enzeli at once telegraphed 
ed, and it would ill become us to com- a report of the affair to Teheran, ask- 
plain about the short weight of our ing Parliament for instruction. An 
butter when we ourselves are guilty extraordinary sitting of the House 
of giving short weight to the man who was immediately convoked. The result 
employs us.—Willis Graham Hood, in wag that a large majority voted in 
the Globe and Commercial Advertiser, favor of the landing of the Atabeg,

and instructions to this effect were 
wired to Enzeli. The mejliss. how
ever, did not permit the Atabeg to 
set foot upon Persian territory until 
they had bound him, by a written 
declaration, to respect in its entirety 
the constitution granted by Muzaffer- 
ed-Din. A similar undertaking was 
taken from him at Resht before he 
was allowed to proceed on his jour
ney, the remainder of which he ac- 
-complished without further incident. 
His entry into the capital, on the last 
day of April, was made the occasion 
for an enthusiastic demonstration on 
the part of his supporters, who gave 
him the warmest of welcomes. A car
toon in one of the new popular per
iodicals published in Teheran depicts 
him as putting his head out of the 
carriage window and gazing at the 
altered aspect of the city with an ex
pression of puzzled inquiry, as his eyes 
lit upon flags flying over familiar 
names, as “The National Council,”

“The National Club,” “The School fnr 
Women,” and so on. Biting his nails 
with amazement he is made to ex
claim, “Teheran has not much chanc
ed, but surely its people are quite dif
ferent!”

monopolies in the country, 
would invariably resent both foreign 
and Persian competition as threaten
ing their supremacy.

Shortly after his accession it was 
understood that His Majesty Moham
med All Shah was in favor of recall
ing the Atabeg Azam and conferr
ing upon him the Grand Vizierate. 
The exiled official had held that high 
post for a considerable period during 
the latter part of Nasr-ed-Din’s reign. 
His tenure of office had been chiefly : 
conspicuous for that skill with which 
he managed to keep the peace between 
the various parties at Court, and yet 
not forfeit the Sovereign’s good will. 
The credit awarded him was the great
er, as it was universally recognized 
that the position of a man placed be
tween two stools is not an easy one 
to retain gracefully, a feat which the 
Atabeg however, was successful in per
forming. “ Under Muzaffer-ed-Din he 
was twice reappointed Prime Minister, 
but eventually lost the people’s con
fidence by his participation in the 
raising of the Russian loans, and pub
lic opinion was so incensed against 
him that in 1904 the Shah had no 
option but to dismiss him from office. 
The announcement that the Shah pro
posed recalling him was received with

These

Shortly after his return the Atabeg 
Azam was nominated President of the 
Council of Ministers and Minister of 
the ..Interior. He accepted both posi
tions on condition, and with the clear 
understanding, that he was to hold 
himself responsible to the National 
Council in strict accordance with the 
terms laid down In the new Consti
tution, which he had sworn to res
pect. The following day he and the 
whole body of Ministers, including the 
Naib-es-Sultanes, the Minister for 
War, who Is at once uncle and father- 
in-law to the Shah, appeared before 
Parliament and reiterated their oath of 
allegiance to the Constitution, at the 
same time swearing fidelity to the na
tion whose interests they solemnly un
dertook to safeguard by every means 
in their power. Those in close touch 
with the Atabeg Azam declared him 
to be absolutely sincere in his profes
sions of good faith, and stated that his 
views had undergone a complete 
change. From being a zealous and 
faithful servant to his royal master 
he had extended his services to his 
country, to the furthering of whose 

he was devoted.

the

It should be apparent to all the

Meanest Kind of Thievery His sole re- 
they de

cause
maining ambition in life, 
dared, was to see Persia prosper on 
the lines of Japan. To this end ha 
would henceforth direct his 
and energies, tempering his zeal with 
a prudence born of experience.

talents
ed the throne. It is no uncommon thing—the giv

ing of short weight—for, while It is 
one of the meanest kinds of thievery 
it prevails among people of all classes. 
To entice trade to his shop the dishon- 

summer. It seemed now as though est merchant announces that he sells 
Persia had been deliberately sacrificed his goods considerably cheaper than 
as a pawn on the political board, in many other tradesmen. This an- 
order to. clear the way for a move in nouncement, however, is sometimes 
the international game In course of merely a bait to catch the unwary, 
progress between the great powers, and when the customer comes with 
It is indeed urged, in extenuation of this the confident expectation of getting 
policy, that the formal understanding something cheap, he is calmly swindled 
between the two countries, was con- tjie use of short weights. In other 
templated long before the reform fayî the prIce demanded of
movement made itself felt. Even al- Qnot g?t 5*11 goods
lowing this to be the case, the an- ^^'it’dac'ted^y^Fhe'11 shortwe^ght 
nouncement at so critical a moment in system ls usuany more than sufficient 
the nation s history was peculiarly un- to malce up for the difference in the 
fortunate. To the masses It seemed price.
that the good will of outsiders was of course, I do not Intend to imply 
even less desirable than their enmity, that all tradespeople are thieves. Many 
and that both were to be shunned. It are honest and would not use short 
was recalled how Nasr-ed-Din Shah weights and measures, even If there 
was reported to have said that his was no system of detection and no 
country was like a lamb placed be- chance of arrest, 
tween two lions, England and Russia, penalities exist, there are some busi- 
and woe betide the lamb should it ness men who still dare to make usé 
venture to change its position. His of these methods and who instruct 
son forced the lamb towards the Rus- their clerks to take advantage of every 
sian lion, and in an incredibly short opportunity to defraud those who come 
space of time Russian influence was to trade with them, 
paramount in Persia, and Russia had Unfortunately, it is often the very 
branded the lamb for her own use. No poor those who ca-n least afford to 
doubt an even worse fate would have defrauded who are cheated by 
befallen the country had not the Jap- TaeJZ
anese war broken out In time to upset th can b cheapest^anï lftheyfaH 
well laid plans and Interfere with jnt0 the hands of an unscrupulous mer- 
careful calculations Of course, it. s chant the become easy victims to his 
always within the bounds of Possibil- wlles stealing from such people, how- 
ity that when the terms of the An- ever, is the next meanest thing to 
glo-Russian agreement are made ( stealing from a child, and yet, as the 
known public opinion in Persia may i records of the city bureau of weights 
undergo a change. For the past half 
century Russian agents have been 
busy fostering intrigue In the Persian 
capital. They have been the white 
ants which have labored to bring the getting caught, 
nation to its downfalL “A prosperous 
and happy Persia,” as advocated by 
the late Lord Salisbury, is the last 

l thing which Russia desires. Her ob-

merchants. Let them weigh or mea
sure the goods that they have pur
chased. If they find that they have 
not receive^ the quantities for which 
they have paid, they might try the 
same man once more—mistakes are 
sometimes made, you know—and, if 
the imposition is repeated, let them 
lodge a complaint With the city offi
cials who have to do with such mat
ters. Another, and still simpler way, 
is to trade only with reputable mer
chants.

one of these cases would he be com
pelled to resort to the ordinary me
thods of stealing. To steal money, how
ever, is scarcely worse than to steal 
time.
but there is little difference. To the 
employer of men every moment of an 
employee’s time represents just so 
much money. The man who steals any 
of this time from his employer, there
fore, is just as guilty of giving short 
weight as the merchant who uses a 
scale that Is short an ounce to each 
pound that it weighs.

Since his restoration to office the 
Prime Minister had done nothing to 
arouse suspicion. Much was expected 
of him, and the reason why he appar
ently accomplished so little was that 
the condition of affairs had reached 
such a stage that no single man, even 
if invested with unlimited power, and 
having vast sums at his disposa!, 
could set matters straight in-G Fiort 
space of time. To attempt to do s\ 
even under the most favorable condi
tions—conditions which, unhappily. ■ ' 
not exist for Persia at the pre--- - 
moment—would spell disaster, 
difficulties which beset the path of ' 1 
Grand Vizier at every step wen* - -
nature to call for careful proer> - 
Whether he would ever have sn 
mounted them or to what purpo?-’. 
successful, he would have shaped : 1 
destinies of Persia, we shall 
never know. The hand of the ass. 
has cuty short all such speculation 
striking the Atabeg down at the 
ing of what promised to be a 
chapter in his life. Hise death 
certainly not simplify the‘grave pr 
lems with which Persia is confrnn- '• 
The greater portion of the old ed f n 
of power still stands, and to démoli i 
it too rapidly might mean that . 
country itself would be buried v-: 
the ruins. Bit by bit the old must 
replaced by the new, but not until t 
weak places are made strong, and tF 
ls no danger of a fatal collapse, 
must be no “jerry building.” 
foundations of the Persia, of the f 
ture must be sunk deep in hist -v> 
self. Dark as the outlook might ’ 
it is not at all hopeless. Given en- 
patriotism tempered by patience, a 
the right men in the right pine 
there is no reason why a liberal a 
enlightened government should 
direct the future destinies of a ham 
prosperous and powerful Persia." 
London Times.

There may be a distinction,

There are plenty of them in 
the city—men who wouldn’t use short 
weights If they could—and they are 
the men who ought to be patronized. 
When you find a man who gives you 
what you ask for, and in the quanti
ties you pay for, and who never sends 
you something that is “just as good,” 
it is your place to stick to him, and, if 
you ever catch a man cheating you by 
small measure, don’t hesitate to enter 
a complaint against him. That ls a 
duty that you owe society, for it is 
the only way in which you can help 
to protect the poor from the talons of 
these commercial vultures.

Yet, though the

At the same time, it might be well 
for you to ask yourself if you are not 
guilty of a similar crime against so
ciety. Perhaps you are doing the very 
same thing without realizing it, for 
there are ways In which short weight 
may be given without resorting to the 
use of the ordinary weights and mea
sures of commerce.

Thus, for example, the person who 
shirks the work that has been assign
ed to him is giving short weight to the 
man who employs him. 
hired to do a certain thing as well as 
he can, and is paid for doing it, he 
must live up to his contract if he de
sires to maintain a reputation for 
honesty.
one-half as well as he can, he is cheat
ing his employer out of just one-half 
of the money that he receives in re
turn for his services.

There are a hundred different ways 
in which an employee may defraud the 
person who employs him, and, in no

Two “Potato” Times.
The late Senator Patt, of Connecticut, 

enjoyed funny stories and could tell a 
good many himself. Notwithstanding 
his long public life,-he always remember
ed a yarn that he carried down from 
his school days:

One year when the district schools 
opened in his town one of the teachers 
in making a record of the ages of her 
pupils, as required by law, found that 
one little girl, who came from a family 
not noted for being especially bright, 
was unable to say when her birthday 
came.

So, in order to complete her records, 
the teacher walked two miles to see the 
girl's mother one afternoon after school 
Asked if she could remember just when 
her daughter was born the woman 
thought for some little time and then 
with a sort of puzzled look said:

“Well, the gal was born in ’tater time, 
that’s sure, but I can't ’member whether 
they were a-planttn’ on ’em or a-dlggin’ 
on ’em.”—Boston Herald

U

Not content

The-'If a man is

and measures show, there are plenty 
of men who are mean enough to steal 
from anybody so long as they feel 
that there is only a remote chance of

If he does this work only

The only way to put a stop to such 
practices is for the people who buy 
meats and provisions to take a hand 
in the campaign against dishonest

i
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