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All Persons inv Provincial and Im-
perial Service Struck From
Voters’ List.

Resident Officers and Men of Her
Majesty’s Forces Put on
Basis of Chinese.

.

Special Provision ‘for Newly Made
Lists in Four Cities of
the Coast.

Hint That General Election May
Be Looked for Before First
of August.

kxtension of Hours of Poling ins
(ilies Inoffensive Keature:of
a Boid Bill.

“Power by any means’ having been
adopted as the ,guiding rule of the pro-
vincial government, and with the Deane-
{’rentice bill as an intinration that no
<tep is too bold to be taken, the public
<hould be in a manner prepared even for
such a measure of governmental en-
trenchment as the bill to amend the Pro-
vincial Elections act. This bill is on
the order paper for a second reading
next Manday, and stands ig the name
of. the Acting Provincial Secretary, al-
though the fine hand of the practical
politician from Manitoba is visible in
every line,

There is one thing that is admirable
about this more than daring piece of
legislation—its business-like directness.
For immediately after the preliminaries
of title, preamble and formal repeal of
the existing legislation that is to be set
aside. the new bill provides for six
months’ residence instead of one year
as a requisite of qualification, and pro-
ceeds to declare that:

¢“No Judge of the Supreme or County |

Court, no sheriff or Deputy Sheriff, no
employe of the Provincial Government
who is in receipt of salary of at.least
twenty-five dollars permonth, no saileor,
marine or soldier in the. Imperial ser-
vice, and no officer in the JImperial
gservice on full pay shall be entitled to
have his name placed upon the Register
of Voters for any Electoral District.’’

ITere is-the gist and principle of the
wholesale disfranchise-
ment of the civil service of British Col-
umbia, even to the large and influential
body of thinking men.and women—the
school teachers. The fact that the hund-

Is of persons who by this section will

eprived of all voice and part in the

r< of the province are among the

i lizent, progressive:=and -awell-

residents of the province, is

| the more argument to the

mind of the necessity for their!

iscment. The wonder is that|

and. file of the governmeuti
should be so

measure—the

lost to a sense of |
responsibility and so deaf to the
f their constituents as to vouch-
ir sanction to such legislation.
lowever, after the Elections Petitions
il they might perhaps be expected to |
“swallow " anything.- !
This séetion 3 is the keystone of the
new bill.  Sections 4, 5 and 6 are of|
detail character, relating to registration
Section 7 amends section 11
of the old act by substituting for * Aug-
ust” the words “ May” and * Novem-
ber.”  Section 8 is purely of detail, and
sections 9 and 10 provide for the repeal
of sections 2, 3, 27 and 28 of chapter 18,
R. S., 1898. Section 12 re-enacts sec-
tion 40 of the old law, ameénded to make
all writs returnable to the deputy pro-
vincial secretary instead of to the regis-
trar of the Supreme court, the official
dealt with heretofore. Cassiar district
is by sections 16 and 17 placed in exactly
the same position as any other of the
electoral divisions of the province; and
section 19 provides that a returning offi-
cer may vote only in the event of a tie.
Section 21 is one of considerable inter-
est and importance as involving an inno-
vation for Canada, but will excite little
opposition. It reads:

of votes.

régister of voters is so revised; ‘the old
register of voters shall continue to be
the register of voters for such electoral
distriet.”

B

A FLOURISHING CREAMERY,. -

The Delta Company Making Substantial
Profit—All Output Sold
in Victoria.

The fourth annual general meeting of
the Delta Creamery Co., Ltd., was held
at Ladner on Wednesday, 8th inst., the
president, H. N. Rich, ini the chair and
nearly all the shareholders being present.
The auditor’s report and a recommenda-
tion of the directors to pay a dividend
for the year 1898 of 7 per cent. on the
capital stock of the company and to
carry $936.40 to reserve fund was re-
ceived and adopted.

The president, in his address to the
meeting, stated that the company had
manufactured and sold during the past
year 62,000 Ibs. of butter, the whole of
which had been marketed in Victoria at
an average price of 25 cents per Ib. The
cost of manufacturing was 4% cents per
1b. The total amount paid out in the
scttlement had been $15,810 for the year
1898, bringing up the total disbursed by
the company since its inception in 1895
to over $55,000. After allowing for de-
preciation on plant and buildings and de-
ducting all expenses, every $10 share is
now worth $10.15. The retiring direct-
ors—Messrs. H. N. Rich (president), J.
A. Patterson, W. Pybus, T. E. Ladner
and W. B. Skinner—were re-elected, and
the meeting closed with a vote of thanks
to those gentlemen, and on goed terms
with itself. This company is not and
never was in receipt of any aid from
P’'rovincial or Dominion government.

/ ORGANIZATIO‘N EFFECTED.

Constitutional Association Formed Last
Evening—Governor’s Action
Condemned.

There was a largely attended meeting
in the opposition committee rooms last
evening, with the object of organizing an
association to secure the return to power
of the Turner administration. There
was considerable discussion as to
whether the association should be organ-
ized, and arguments were also advanced
pro and con as to whether federal lines
should be drawn in provincial politics.
The following resolution, moved by Mr.
Gordon Hunter and secnoded by Mr. W.

| H. Price, was finally passed unanimeus-

ly:* Resolved, that in the opinion of this
meeting it is desirable to continue an
association, pending gageneral provincial
election, with the obj€ct of securing the
restoration of the present opposition to
power, and that such association be car-
ried on without regard to Dominion party
lines.”

A large executive committee was
formed to draft rules and regulations,
and report to a meeting to be called.

Before closing, a roll was opened, and
the following resolution, moved by Mr.
Allan Graham and seconded by Mr. F.
W. Stubbs, was carried without a dis-
senting voice:

“ Resolved that this meeting called for
the organization of the British Columbia
Constitutional Party, condemns the ac-
tion of Lieutenant-Governor McInnes in
dismissing the Turner ministry, as an
exercise of the prerogative wholly un-
warranted by any facts existing at the
time;

** F'urther resolved, that this meeting
upholds the constitutional doctrine that
no ministry should be dismissed except
upon grounds that can be stated and
justified to parliament;

* And further resolved that this meet-
ing is of the opinion that the omission
of the Hon. Mr. Semlin, the present pre-
mier, to state and defend the grounds of
such dismissal to the legislature is in

l(lvﬁunur of responsible government and

in subversion of the fundamental princi-
ples of the constitution.”

-0
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR DOG.
Duchess of Marlborough Has Given Him
to Mrs. George Vanderbilt.

“Five thousand dollars for a dog,” is a
proposition that makes the ordinary biped
feel marked down to an after-Christmas
price. This is the value, however, of
the famous Ruby spaniel Fantine, which
the Duchess of Marlborough has pre-
sented to Mrs. George Vanderbilt.

When weighed by the historic silver
scales at the royal kennels at Blenheim,
I"antine registered exactly five pounds.
But $1,000 a pound does not alone repre-
sent the golden value of this costly crea-
ture which Mrs. Géorge Vanderbilt now
ccunts among her most cherished pesses-
sions,

Around the slender -neck of Fantine,
catching a thousand lights with every
movement of her tiny body, there gleam-
ed a collar made of rare and perfectly
matched topazes, set in Burmese gold.
The collar was designed by the Duchess
of Marlbzorough herself, and the stones
are from her own collection of topazes,
which it is said are steadily growing to
be the finest in the world. The stones

‘At every poll in a city the voting
shall commence at 9 o’clock in the fore-
noon and close at half-past 7 o’clock in
the afternoon, and in other places than a
city the voting shall commence at 8
o'clock in the forenoon and close at 5
o'clock in the afternoon, and unless ad-
journed as hereinafter provided in case
of riot or other interruption, and any
elector may vote for any number of
candidates not exceeding the number of
members to be-chosen.”

The following sections are generally
for the purpose of providing election and
appeal machinery, excepting section 53,
which is as follows:

“ With regard to the New Westmin-
ster City: electoral district, Vancouver
City electoral district, Victoria City elec-
toral district, and Nanaimo City electoral
district, the lieutenant-governor-in-coun-
c¢il may provide that on a day to be
specified the register of voters for such
electoral districts shall be cancelled, and
thereafter it shall be necessary for every
person desiring to be registered as a
voter in any of said electoral districts to
apply to the collector as provided by
section 11 of said chapter 67; and as
soon as the new register of voters, made
up as provided in said section, has been
revised, as provided in sub-section (f) of
said section 11, such new register of
voters shall be and become the register
of voters to be used for such electoral

alone are valued at $2,000. The lock of
the collar is an antique, curiously carv-
ed with the Blenheim crest. The blanket
which Fantine wore on the steamer is
made of heavy English sporting cloth of
“Blenheim green.” On the left side is em-
broidered the lenheim coat of arms,
which, after the crest, appears in some
form on all of this remarkable dog’s trap-
pings. The “carrier” in which Fantine
travels is a thing of magnificence and
beauty. Green Holyrood willow, strength-
ened with gold wire, was used for the
coustruction of this diminutive compart-
ment. The corners are capped with gold,
carved in fantastic device, set with jew-
ls, and the whole is lined with baby
lamb, as is also the dog blanket. The
house kennel matches the carrier, with
the difference that the Blenheim crest,
which is engraved on the lock of the
carrier, appears on the upholstered back
of the kennel done in gold thread.

Fantine has a pedigree as long as an
earl’s, and such magnificent, burnished
red hair as would excite the envy of a
beauty loving woman. Every morning
and every night this superb coat is brush-
ed by the careful maid whose supreme
mission is to keep the four-footed darling
groomed to a continual point of perfec-
tion. Kor this purpose there are two
perfume bottles of gun metal with gold
screw  tops, two gold-backed brushes
with a graceful “F” engraved, with the
inevitable crest upon the same, tortoise
shell combs, crested gun metal soap box
and innumerable satin &pdnges.—New
York Journal.

Rates Reduced.—The Chilkoot Rail-
way & Transport Company have made
n further reduction in the freight rates
“rom Dyea to Bennett. their rate now

distriet; . provided, that until such new

being five gents a.pound,

B o

Party From Dawson Have an Ex-
_eciting Few Minutes on the
{ Trail.

Arrival of Men Who L ft tie Klon-
dike Capital Just a.Month
Ago.

Out of a total passenger list of, 39,
which the steamer Cottage City had on

arrival “from the North last night four
were Dawsonites who have just crossed
the trail. One Napoleon Vieu of Seattle
left Dawson on, January 7 and he, like
the others who arrived, report having
found travel easy, despite the reports to
the contrary of the trails being impass-
able on account of deep snow. The cold-
est weather experienced was at Big Sal-
man, where 51 degrees of frost was en-
countered. At Dawson during the early
part of January the thermometer was
only down to 35 below zero at the cold-
est and very often to only 10 and 15.
None of the party had delayed very long
at Dawson. They come from the creeks
some distance without the city and have
very little news to give. Napoleon Vieu
worked on Dominion near discovery but
said he was not in a position to give a
statement as to the gold output., John J.
Abbott of Lynn, Mass.,, and a French-
Canadian going back to Montreal were
two other arrivals. The former left Daw-
son on January 8 and says he belonged
to the “Light Brigade” party, the six
other members of which preceded him on
the City of Seattle on Thursday. The
party came out light and passed a large
number on the trail. Near the rapids
they overtook Joe Fedloff, John J. Ab-
bott, R. W. Smith, Dr. Max and a few
others, who told of a terrible battle
they had with a drove of the bloodthirsty
animals. The men were following the
trail to the upper lakes, when they saw
approaching them from the rear half a
dozen beasts that they thought at first
were Alaskan dogs.

Dr. Max was a short distance behind
the others &f the party, and was made at
by the leader of the wolves, an animal
that he excitedly explained later weigh-
ed at least 250 pounds. Then ensued a
running “fight with the wolves, and it
was several minutes before the men beat
off their assailants with clubs. They
killed one of the animals.

There are 300 people in the hospitals at
Dawson. The movement of sending out-
side for relief had been abandoned. The
Salvation Army was doing good work in
relieving the distressed. Good discover-
ies are reported in the bench claims
along: Hunker creek on French hill and
elsewhere in that vicinity.

William Joel, a mining engineer from
London, formerly of Johannesburg, while
prospecting, discovered a rich bed of
bituminous coal nine miles from Daw-
son. He has secured a preliminary grant
of 240 gcres of the land, and also grants
for five miles of dredging and three miles
of hydraulic sluicing.

BRAVE TALK.

Americans Say They Will Hold Atlin
Claims With Shot Guns.

The latest advices from Atlin are to
the effect that Dominion officials are
still selling free miners’ licenses, says the
Seattle Times. They warn aliens not to
buy them. All claims located since
January 15 are refused record. Two
American miners came into Atlin City on
January 28 and asked to locate discovery
claim on a new 'creek. . They were told
they could not record. ~The official in
charge tried to force and bribe them to
disclose the location of the new creek.
This they would not do. They are con-
siglering the advisability of taking a
shotgun guard of Americans back to tpe
new creek and continue mining in spite
of the police.
very rich.

CANADA'S POET DEAD.

Archibald Lampman Closes at an Early
Age a Notable Literary Career.

Ottawa, Feb. 10.—Archibalt Lampman,
the poet, who was a clerk in the post office
department, - died this morning after a
short illness, from pneumonia. He had just
finished correcting the proofs of a work
for the press, entitled ‘‘Alcyone.” He was
58 years of age, and leaves a widow and
two children.

Archibald Lampman was a son of the late
Rev. Archibald Lampman, Church of Eng-
land, and was born at Morpeth, county of
Kent, Ontario, November 17, 1861. His
forefathers were U. E. Loyalists of Ger-
man extraction on both sides. He wss
educated at Trinity University, ‘'Loronto,
where he graduated B.A., with honors, iu
1882. He turned his attention for a short
season to teaching. This occupation prov-
ing uncongenial, he entered the Canadian
civil service, January, 1883, and was fo
the time of his death a clerk in the post
office department, Ottawa. He began to
write verse when at college, but it was
not until 1887 that his work began to ap-
pear in Scribner’'s, Harper’s and the (_‘,en-
tury, three magazines which have since
received some of the choicest of his efforts.
1n 1888 he published a volume, ‘‘Among the
Millet and Other Poems,”” and in 1896 a
second one, ‘“Lyrics on Earth.” ;

Mr. Howells ranked Lampman wnlth the
strongest of American singers, while the
Lighest praise was bestowed on him by
the New York Independent, London Satur-
day Review, London Spectator and the Lon-
don Academy, the last pronouncing his
verse as ‘‘sensuous in sentiment, rich in
color and delicate in harmony.”

For two or three years Mr Lampman,
in conjunction with Messrs. D. E. Scott
and W. W. Campbell, conducted a column
eptitled ““At the Mermaid Inn” in the Tor-
onto Globe. He was elected a F. R. S..
Canada, 1895. He married in 1887, Maud,
daughter of Dr. Edward Playter, Ottawa.
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A Balm for
Itching Skin

IR
DR. CHASE’S OINTTIENT

Itching comes as a midnight torture to
scores of thousands of women.

Especially during the expectant period
are women subject to an itching which be-
comes actual torment.

If all women could read the grateful let-
ters from their fellow-sisters which come
to this office they would realize that Dr.
Chase’s Ointment is indeed a balm for
itching skin.

Mrs. Sylvester, 16 Clinton street, Toron-
to, writes: “I wish to say . that - Dr.
Chase’s Ointment has proven a wonderful
remedy to me. I would not be without it.
It is the best—mo merely one of the best.
but the very best ointment ever brought
before the public for piles and mony other
ailments peculiar to women and too numer-
ous to mention.”

It is entirely unnecessary for any woman
tc spend another®night of suffering and

akefulness because of itehing. Comfort.
rest and sleep accompany the use of Dr.
Chase’s Ointment. For sale by all deal-

ers or Edmanson, Bates & Co., Toronto.

The ‘creek is said to be|

VICTORIA SEMI-WEEKL} COLONIST

L GHT WITH WOLYEY

irls’ Bright,

Rosy and

FAILING IN HEALTH.

Mrs. F. H. Hibbard, of Sawyerville,
Quebec, says: “ My daughter Lena kept
gradually failing in health for nearly
two yéars. She was studying ‘hard at
school, and this may have been the origin
of the trouble. She lost flesh, was very
pale, subject to headaches and had a
poor appetite. 'We became very much
alarmed, and doctored for some time,
but with litfle or no benefit. Finally we
read the testimonial of a yeung girl
whose symptoms were similar, who was
cured by the use of Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills. This decided us to give them a
trial in my daughter’s case, and the- re-
sult was beyond  our mose sanguine ex-
pectations. Before more than a few
boxes were used, Lena was rapidly get-
ting better and gained 16 pounds in
weight. She is now as healthy as any
girl in Sawyerville, and I am quite will-
ing that this statement should be pub-
lished, that our experience may prove an
equal Dblessing to some other similar
sufferer.”

GOING INTO A DEGLINE.

Miss Julia A. Birney, Sheba, N. B.,
writes: ‘I wish to add my testimonial
to the many who have used Dr. Wil-
liams’ Pink Pills, as I consider that they
have saved my life. My occupation is
teaching, and for about two years my
heafth has been failing, and in the sum-
mer of 1895 I was so completely run
down that I feaerd I would have to give
up work, for the least exertion over-
came me, and my friends all feared j
was going into a decline. The doctor
who was treating me said he could bring
me around in a short time, but at the

end of three months I was no better. |-

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills were recom-
mended as a sort of forlorn hope,-and I
began taking them. It was not long
before I began to improve, and after I
had been taking the pills a little more
than a month I was completely cured. I
can strongly recommend these pills to
any persons suffering from nervousness
or anaemia, feeling sure that what they
did in my case they will do for others.”

Bl.0OD POOR AND WATERY .

Miss Minnie E. Smith, Merrickville,
Ont., says: ‘“ About two years ago I
was taken quite ill. I became pale and
languid, and if I'undertook to do any
work about the house would become ter-
ribly fatigued. I was subject to ter-
rible sick headaches, and my stomach
became so weak that I loathed food.
My trouble was further aggravated by
weak spells, and my feet, winter or
summer, were as cold as ice; in fact, it
seemed as if there was no feeling in
them. I #ried several kinds of medicine,
but instead of helping me I was growing

’

weaker. One day in March, 1

father brought home a box of 3?.8’“1’11\13:
lmmp’ Pink Pills. I immediately dis-
continued the other medicine and began
taking the pills. I found that they
helped me, and four more boxes were
procured, and by the time I had finished
them I was entirely well. I have never
had better health than I am now enjoy-
ing. My appetite is now always good,
and I have increased in weikht. Al
this is due to the efficacy of Dr. Wil-
liams’ Pink Pills, and I would advise
any other young girl troubled as I was,
to use them, and they will certainly cure
if the directions are followed.” :

SUFFERED FROIA.ﬁEﬂDHGHE,

writes: “I express my thanks for the
benefit I have derived from Dr. Wil-
liams’ Pink Pills. For two years I
have suffered from headachies, cramps,
shortness of breath' and the various
symptoms of anaemia. ‘I wsed a number
of medicines, but none of them gave me
any relief, and it was only after T had
begun the use of Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills that I began to regain my health,
and after the use of six boxes I am feel-
ing better than ever I did. I know

become la
early days

breathless

{ —_—D fear

fitile Blogeh:

blood ? yMore anzmic pe

in the world.

honest testimonial of a girl who

for Pale People.  In November 1237,

cculd only speak in a whisper. At the time I was
suffered fre ead ralpitaticn of i« heart,
or down staiva 1 wan givea up Ly the besy doctos
While in this conditi

boxes my voice wa

find words to expr

CAUTION. If a dealer tells you ka2 bas
Dr, Williams' Pink Fi
with full name ** Dr. Wi
Dr. Wiliams' Medicine Co., Brockville Out, at

he is ugreliable. [Igsist ou haviag the genuige.
s’ Pink ills for Pale Pecple.” At all druggists or by mail from the

often, from no apparent cause,

nguid and despondent in the
of their womanhood. They

drag along, always tired, never hungry,

and with a palpitating heart

after slight exercise, so that merely to
g walk up stairs is exhausting. Sometimes
§ ___—— a short, dry cough leads to the

that they are ‘““going into

consumption.”
They are anzmic, doctors tell
% them, which means they have too
Arc you like that?

Have you too little
ople have been made bright,

strong and energetic by the use of Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills than by any other means

They are the best tonic

NEHMIA CURED,
¢, Montreal, writes : ** I write to give ydu the
ved by the use of your Dr. Williams® Pink Pills.
ken with loss of voice, and for eight months
pletely run down. I had no appetite, no energy ;.
and shortness of breath. I was r:Ee-Me to wall up
rs, and the difierent remedies I took did me no goed.
Pilis. By the time I had taken four
¢ cight boxes 1 am feeling perfectly well. I cannot
s’ Pink Pills have done for me, and you are at

liberty to publish this letier, in the hope that it way be of benefit to some other sufferer.”

something “ just the same,” or *just as good "™ as
Sold only4h packages

50c a box or six boxes for $2 50.
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Miss Maric N. Hunt, Thorold, Ont.,

St

-there are lots on young girls

; g girls who suffer
as I did, and ¥ would i
Four médicines a trial."l’r BTy sy

T —————

HEALTH BROKEN DOWN.

qal;risxfs}(}:: gggkmm,. Ma}r.ksvﬂ‘ le, Ont.,
s S S e mugcl e:
acknowiedge the benmefit I hﬁ:sger:ivgg
from the use of Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills.. My health was completely broken
down; I became . so weak I
scarcely’ walk across a. room.

very pale, had no appetite and gradually
lost flesh until I was merely a skeleton.
I was-sabject to palpitation of the heart,
dizziness and violent headaches. I was

.| under treatment from two doctors, but

neither seemed to benefit me, and ¥ went
on in this way for about seven months,
Haying seg Dr. Williamg' Pink Pills
recommended, I determined to try them.
Before I finished the second box I begat;
to improve, and by the time I had used
eight boxes I was as well as ever I had
been, and had gained pounds in
weight. I am grateful for what Dr.
Williams’ Pink Pills have done for me,
and freely give this testimony in the
hope that it may benefit some other gir}
suffering as T was.”

ALWAYS FELT TIRED.

Mrs. M. N. Joncas, Berthier,. Quebee,
writes:’ “ My daughter, aged 15, had
been restoref‘*yto good health ‘through the
use of Dr. Williams' Pink Pills, She
was very feeble, her blood was poor and
watery, and she was troubled with head-
aclies, poor appetite, dizziness, and al-
ways felt tired.. After using four
bo:tes' of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills she is
enjoying as good health as any girl of
her age, and we are glad to give the
crpdlt to your grand medicine. = Mothers
will make no mistake if they insist upon
their daugliters taking Dr. Williams’
Pink Pills.”

HEADAGHE AND DIZZINESS.

Miss Leba C. Schilling, Peninsula-
Gaspe, Que., writes: “TI had been suffer-
Ing for some time with a weary feeling.
I had not strength to walk about. I
suffered from headaches, dizziness and
poor appetité. I could not walk even
a short distance without being completely
out of breath. I took no interest in

anything, as I thought nothing could do

me any good. A friend advised me to
try Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. I had
ohly taken them for a short time when I
noticed a_ great improvement in my
health. I was strong enough to walk
a long distance without resting, could
eat better and felt better in every way.
I would recommend Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills highly to all other sufferers, and
think they will be surprised at the re-
sults obtained from their use.” .

COMMITTER: OF FIFTY.

The Proposed Ameundments to che
Municip-1 Claus's Act
Receive At'eutfqn.

Difficulty in Securing a Quorum o
be Rem: died —Reports from
Sub-Committees. -

There was but a small attendance last
evening at the meeting of the Committee
of Fifty, which caused many expressions
of regret from those present, as it would
seem, fo judge from the present apathy,
that the work so far done is likely to be
lost unless more interest is taken. As
will be seen, quite a lot of business was
transacted, and in order to obviate future
complications, it was recommended that
the number to form a quorum be re-
duced. His- Worship the mayor occu-
pied the chair. The secretary. Mr. G.
H. Barnard, read a letter from the muni-
cipal council, recommending that the
committee continue its labors; also
one enclosing amendments to the
Municipal Clauses act. The clause in
the latter referring to the assessment on
city property, which proposes that real
estate should be taken at the actual cash
value, and improvements at what it
would cost to replace them, having in
view the then value of the improvements,

ras accepted. The proposed time limit

for appeals against the civic assessments |,

it was proposed to change, to allow an
appeal to the next Full court, irrespect-
ive of the time limit by the act. This
suggestion was also accepted.

The council, it was thought, shoqld
have the discretion of dispensing with
the publication of quarterly statements
in the daily papers, as also certain
routine by-laws, such as the overdraft
by-law and others of a similar character.
This would make a saving during the
yvear, and in view of the economy, it
met with the approval of the committee.

In connection with bicycles, it was
asked that the council should have the
power of imposing a tax not _exceedmg
$2 each per annum. The chairman ex-
plained that many of the riders had
asked to have a tax imposed in order to
make tracks.

A. G. McCandless thought that every
vehicle should be taxed, as he thought
it just-as much in the right to tax a
man who can afford to keep a horse as
to tax a bicycle.

R. Seabrook and C. E. Renouf were
also against the idea,, and the latter
moved that the clause be struck out.
In some families, Mr. Renouf explained,
four or five wheels were in use, and to
tax each wheel $2 would be manifestly
unfair. A horse and buggy, would do
more damage to the roads in a week
than a wheel would in years. Mr. Pitts
said that if the money were spent on
fixing the roads, it would be a saving to
those who used wheels. He had fou;
wheels in use and would gladly pay $12
or $16 annually, as he would save it in
repair to tires alone. W. H. Langley
was opposed to the proposal unless the
money was set apart for ghe sole purpose
of bicycle paths, in which view Ald.
Humphrey concurred. To carry out this
idea, Mr. Langley moved to add a clause
to so. set the money apart; this was
seconded by Mr. Pitts, and on being put
to a vote was decided in the affirmative.

The next item was that of railway and
harbor improvement, in connection with
which it ‘was asked to enable the council
to expend money in investigating various
schemes. This passed.

proposed to amend the law so as to
allow 3 mills to be levied, instead of 2,
as at present, the school trustees to have
| no power to expend more than this rate,
together with the per capita grant and
any balance which the council may have
on hand.

opposed to this, although he had been on
the committee which drafted the clause
The proposal threw the entire tax for
schools on real estate. If a tax of $3
was levied on each male resident of the
city, it would be more than sufficient to
carry on the schools. At present many
who made use of the schools escaped any
contribution because they did not own
land.

C. E. Renouf recalled the time when
the provincial government handed over
what was then called the school tax.
The council at present took the stand.
that this tax was for general revenue
and not for school purposes. Mayor
Redfern pointed out that some years be-
fore it was handed over the name of the
tax had been changed from * school tax ”
to “provincial revenue tax,” and it had
been handed over for ‘ general municipal
purposes.”

18d. Bragg showed that the present
rate of 2 mills was nof enough for
school purposes, and the question was
where the balance was to come from.

The chairman stated that the trustees

had this year asked for $6,000 more than
last year, which was just that amount
over and above the special rate.
Mr. Pitts thought that the present
method of collecting the $3 revenue tax
was at fault. If the voters’ list were
taken and compared with the number
who paid the tax, it would be found that
hundreds avoided payment.

R. Seabrook thought that the school
board were an extravagant lot, and th‘:xt
as soon as a child got to be of a certain
Lage it ought to pay for its own educa-
tion.

W. H. Langley in reference to tha.mat-
ter of collecting the revenue tax said
that men had come to him and actually
boasted that they did not pay any tax.
As to the matter of education, he said
that his experience of the pupils who
came from the High school was that
their writing was exceedingly bad and
and in ten cases which came under his
notice in securing clerks for his office
he had found that only one could spell
at all correctly. ‘

A. G. McCandless thought that if }th'o
gentlemen of the committee would vis*
the schools and see what is actually beiLg
done and compare what it costs in other
cities for a similar education, they
would then be in a better position to
discuss a question like this. The idea
of the board was to make the High
school self-sustaining. 5 ;

With regard to the original question
Mr. Renouf recalled the fact that in
1891 he had heard Hon. Mr. Robson
state that the $3.00 revenue tax was for
educational purposes. 'This he well re-
membered as he was then in the coun-
cil and they had to pay $18,000 for this
purpose. .

Ald. Stewart was averse to asking for
more for educational purposes than was
actually necessary and he did not shink
that they needed three mills.

S. J. Pitts moved that the clause be
struck out as the Committee of Fifty
were of opinion that the amount collect-
able from other sources would be suffici-

The school rate being discussed, it was:

A. G. McCandless said jthat he was|
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ent. -If the $3.00 tax was properly col-
lected it would be more than ample.

At this point the question arose as to
the standing of the present meeting—
there not being a quorum on hand—and
it was thought that the recommendations
,of the meeting would be adopted by the
fcouncil as a whole. It was suggested
that at the first opportunity the number
necessary to constitute a quorum be re-
duced.

Secretary Barnard said that the com-
mittee was a sort of an informal body
at best and it would be foolish to ham-
per themselves with too much routine,
and the meeting should agree on a quor-
um. This met with general concurrence
but the echairman thought it would be
illegal.

Mr. Pitts’ motion to strike out the
clause was carried.

Local improvement by-laws were
‘(thought to be properly amended if the
| city were allowed to offer as security for
| any money borrowed only that pfoperty
beuefited by the proposed improvement
and to allow the money to be repaid by
| annual instalments. This passed with
| an adoption that the council copld bor-

11‘0“' the whole amount it thonght ad-

Jvisible on the same seeurity.

The qualification “of voters, it was

greed to amend by making it necessary
to pay not less than §5 per year in taxes.
| This, it was pointed out would put a
stop to females who are exempt from
taxes voting unless they paid not less
than $5 in taxes during the year. The
chairman said that at the last election a
man who paid $9 a month rent voted as
well as his wife and two daughters in
addition to a roomer, and the amendment
would put a stop to such practices.

Power to pa#ss a Sunday by-law and
also to expend $2,000 on the publie lib-
rary were thought reasonable requests,
and met with approval. The qualifica-
tion for aldermen should be amended by
making the candidates produce a eer-
tificate from the wregistrar.

C. E. Renouf’s motion that the $3.00
collected in the city should be applied
to school purposes only was voted down.

This finished the list of recommenda-
tions as to the Municipal Clauses act.

A letter from J. Lawson wa¢ then read
and caused much merriment, but with all
due solemnity it was referred to the
committee on taxation.

Mr. 8. Leiser said that a deputation

had waited on the provinecial government
and had got a promise that.they would
move in the matter of an assay office,
but the merchants would have te quar-
antee that no loss accrued to the authori-
ties through the operation of such an
office.

Mr. Renouf wanted to know if the
Dominion had_authority to coin the pre-
cious metals, t6 which Mr. Langley an-
swered that he thought they had.

The report was adopted and copies will
be sent to.the provincial representatives
with request that they urge the matter
upon the Dominion government.

In order to facilitate the holding of
future meetings Mr. Pitts moved that
fifteen constitute a quorum, which was
carried.

The committee adjourned wuntil next
Friday evening.

A little fellow, aged 5, when taken on a
visit, seemed surprised at meeting his host,
Mr. Blank, on the staircase, and on being
asked the reason, answered: * ’Cause ma
says Mrs. Blank always shuts you up when
at home!”
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