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MURRISSY IRIDGE AND T BANQUET _

The Greatest Event in the History of the County of Northumberland, Witnessed by About Two Thousand
People--High Tributes Paid to the Hon. Minister of Public Works---Many From
Chatham Attend—Bachelor’s At Home in the Evening. ‘

A BANQUET TENDERED HON. JOHN MURRISSY AT HOTEL MIRAMICHI ON MONDAY NIGHT BY FELLOW GITIZENS

Thursday, November the 12th
in Newcastle was 2 gala day
which will be long remembered,
the day of the formal opening of
the magnificent new steel bridge
across the Miramichi river from
Newecastle to the Nelson side.

The afternoon here was observ-
ed as a public holiday, that our
ecitigens in general would have a
chance to participate in the core-
monies and make the day one for
great rejoicing.

While the opening of a new
bridge in itself is of no particular
consequence, thc immense bene-
fit this bridge will be to the peo
ple of this county, and cspecially
to the town of Newcastle, opening
up as it does a new channel, or
more properly speaking, a more
convenient one, through which
trade may pour into our town,
makes it one which will not easily
be forgotten by the two thousand
people who congregated on that
auspicious occasion.

That it will in time prove an
everlasting benefit, not only to
this town, but to the other Mir
amichi towns as well, is clearly
the unbiased opinion of all whom
we would select to judge, which
leaves little room for. outside
chronics to find a place in which
to pour their jealous ravings.

Time after time and year after
year has the need of this joining
of two shores of this historic Mir-
amichi been felt by the masses
who have occasion to cross and
re-cross. It had always scemed
too gigantic an undertaking, a
fond hope that could mnot be
brought to bear vpon the mninds of
those who control the affairs of
this provinee, but all the while
therc worked within * u strong
mind a grim determination that
before its life’s  close, what seem-
ed almost a hopeless task, would
become a grand reality . And
there today stands this bridge an
everlasting monument to the man
who toiled silently and alpne, per-
severingly and “determined, n)ur]
worthy citizen and Minister of |
Public Works. the How. John
Morrissy.

Long before the hour of open-
ing had arrived, an immense
crowd had gathered at the bnd(.,u,l
and by the time that all was in
readiness, the road from Hen-
nessy’s corner to the bridge pro-
por was a solid mass of people, in
antos, carriages and those on foot. |
The roadway to the bridge was
decorated with flags, which add-|
ed strength to the occasion.

The 73rd Regt. band was pres-
ent, ‘.uﬁd the strains of “Tipper-|
ary” brought the words to the |
music from the hundreds of|
throats within hearing.

The town of Chatham was re- l
presented by Mayor Tweedic and |
his board of Aldermen in a body,
(a matter we are sorry to say was
overlooked by Newecastle), and
many other citizens, who came by
auto or drove over. It was ex-
pected by Chief Commissioner
Morrissy that several members of
the local house would be present,
but who, it was regretted, were
unavoidably absent.

When dll was ready Mayor
nerﬂ’y called. the immense
‘throng to order, and in an en-
thusigstic and pleasing way ex-

2 hearty welcome to all
lnd gathered to celebrate the
He also paid a glow

- might say, an

!time for rejoicing.

rable said about the great expense.

manner, to the young ladies of the
Miramichi, and pointed out to
aspiring young men of Newcas-
tle and our neighboring . towns
the great advantage this bridge
would be in imaking the road
shorter and casier for them ¢go
mingle with the fair sex, and he
hoped that many matrimonial
engagementa would be the happy
rosult.  He then called upon
Mayor Tweedie of Chatham, who
expressed great pleasurc in being
present. Mayor Tweedie regret-
ted the unreasonuble frietion that
had, and still did exist between
the two towns, bot he hoped the
new bridge would bring them in
closer touch with jeach other and
in time bring all*to - realize the
unwisdom of such petty jealous-
ies and make all work together
for the common good of the
whole North Shore. He econ-
gratulated tho government and
the Chief Commissioner on the
completion of this important
work.

The Honoruble the Minister of
Public Works was next called
on, who was greeted with “J
Good Fellow” from the band and
a hearty cheer from the people.

Mr. Morrissy spoke in part as

follows:

We have met today on, I
uuspicious ocea-
sion. It is to celebrate the open-
ing of the long looked for bridge
over the Miramichi River. This |;
to my mind, is not a time for
fault-finding. It is rather a
It is a time
when we should feel happy know-
ing that the erection of the bridge
is an accomplished fact. It is
going to be a great convenience to
the people of the county, and not
the county alone but the Pro-
vince. Take the commercial
travellers—a large number come
here. They are a big factor in the
upkecp of our country. -~ They
will be pleased that thoy will not
{have to stand shivering on the
wharf waiting to got ucross the
river. There has been cousider-

i Northumberland has been the
imilch cow for the provinee, and
|what have we reecived in turm.
Nothing. If I 'stay in the Board
of Works for a few years we
may get something more out of
it. As to the building of this
structure we have the gentlemen
present, and let me say for them,
that their firms are the best in
Canada in their - line . of work.
They could not have sent better |
men. We have Mr. Bailey and
Mr. Wentworth. The Dgminion
Bridge Co., arc represented by

Mr. McMahon. They are all
gentlemen.  As to the trouble
and annoyance to which I was
put T do not purpose discussing
today. The day may come when
I will have the plmuru of read-
ing the letters written by some
who were opposed to the building
of the bridge. and made things
so unpleasant. There is the
bridge! That is the way the
Board of Works do things. This
terrible Board of Works—this
home of grafters and boodlers.
We do not go around the conntry
telling the peoplé what we are
going to do . We do it and lot the
people judge of our worth: The
men of the department’ deévote
their whole time .o the interest
of the Province. ‘As ‘for 'the

bless them—no two finer young

ladies in Canada. At a meeting
of some members of the Govt.
held the other day at Fredericton
in reference to financial mat-
ters—in these strenuous war
times the banks are getting
very careful—the financial ex-
pert of the Baunk of Montreal;
also managers of other. Banks
were present. What was the state-
ment of this bank expert in
thanking the secretary of the
Board of Works for the informa-
tion he had given? Turning to
the members of the Government
he gtated, “If all your deputy
heads know as much about their
departments as this man, you

cient staff.”

‘Mr. Mayor, ladies and gentle-
men, | do not wish to tire you.
In conclusion, let me say this. I
have been in the political battles
of this county for nearly thirty
years. Lot me also say to the
boys of that time, many of them
growing old like myself, .and to

young men of today. I return

wounld bring the
blush of shame to their wshosks
My course, as<a- Mmentber Bf the
government, has been an hdmest
one. And if they need me agaib
and God leaves me my health and
strength, I will be on the fight-
ing line ready to stand by their
interest and the intérdsts of old
Northumberland. (loud and-pro-
longed cheers). K

Mr. C. A. D. Bailey, Viece
President of the Foundation Co.,
Ltd., Montreal, was the nest
speaker. In a few chosen words
he congratulated the Minister of
Public Works in securing such
a eplendid bridge, and also the
Town of Newecastle for having
a8 a citizen one who has and can;
still do so much for thefuture;

lnydnng that

welfare of both town and county. | .

Mr. M. T. McMahon, of the
Dominion Bridge Co., and Sup-
erintendent- of the steel - work,
being called upon, also peid a
glowing tribute to the Chief
Commissioner, and to the depart-
ment’s engineer, Mr. A. R. Wet-
more, who had prepared the plans
with such suceces.  Mr. McMa-
hon said it was always customary
on such occasions to christen a
new bridge, when Miss Mollie
Morrissy, daughter of the Minis-
ter of Public Works, stepped for-
ward and cracked the neck of nl
bottle of champagne over the |
railing, and from which time
orward the bridge will be
known as The Morrissy Bridge.

Mr. W. B. Snowball, in his
usual fluent manner, was nest
speaker, wha said he was pleased
to be here on the occasion of the
opening of the new bridge, and to |
pay tribute to the Hon. John Mor-
rissy as the father of the Morris-
sy bridge. Tt was time, he said,
for little trivial disputes to be
dropped, and the Miramichi to be
united. He had no thoughts of
illwill, either to Newecastle or to
Mr. Morrissy. He hoped to see
many industries springing up
that would unite the Miramichi
into one great city.

Mr. W. A. Park, Customs Col-
lector of Newecastle, and Mr.
Peter Veniot, ex-M: P. P., of
Bathurst, were the last two speak-

must be blessed with a very effi- |,

to them my heart felt thanks. |
[hever by word or act have I done

HON. JOHN Ml'uv
Miniater of Public ‘Werk®

bxgh tributes to -the Hon, Mr.
Morrissy and followed in ~ the
wake of the previgws speakers,
pointing out the vast benefit this
bridge would provc fo.the whole
Miramichi.

Hon. Mr. Morrissy thew mp-
ped forward and the
bridge opened. and.roads Tor-weal-
&ic, and headed by the bapd ‘the
immense throng passed over and
returned to the Neweastle side.

Bacnsross ar Home

To close the day off in a fitting

| manner, the bachelors of Newocas-

tle gave an At Home in the Town

a thoroughly enjoyable affair. and
largely attended. _.Upwards. of

was donated to the Belgian Fund.
The chaperons were: Mesdames
John Morrissy, John O'Brien,
W. J. Jardine, Osborne Nichol:
son, R. ‘H. Armstrong and J. D.
Creaghan.
Tar Banqusr

The eitizens of the town of
Newecastle, in order to show fur
ther appreeiation of the services
rendered this town by the Hom-
orable tho Ministgr of Publie
Works, and to show how they re-
gard. him as a staunch supporter
of the constituency which he re-
presents, tendered him a banguet
at the Hotel Miramichi on the
evening of Monday, November
the sixteenth, at which were pres-
ent about seventy of the town’s
leading business men and citi-
zens.

Never before in the history of
this hotel has its banquet doors
been opened to receive’ a. . gnest
more warmly welecomed by his fel-

| low-citizens and to hear the in-

ward expressions of their -hearts
s was the case of that of the
Hon. John Morrissy on Monday
night. )
Every local profession’ was reé-
presented, and as each spedker

endearing words uttered could not
help but sink deep into the heart
of the host, assuring him of the 'y
knowledge that while from' a poli-
tical point of view, the ideas of
some may differ, as a worthy. ejti-
zen of our town and 8 representa-
tive of our county, they are as
one, ever ready to give credit
where credit is due, to the man
whose life and energy has been
spent for the welfare of the com-
munity.

in his most convincing

ladies of the department—God

ers, who in pleasing tones paid

At ten o'clock thé doors of the

Hall in the evening, which was|Ass

$90 ‘'was realized, $50 of which !

responded to his toast, the many |

banquet room were opened and
about sixty-six citizens sat down
to table with their guest.

sThe dining room was very pret-
tily decorated with the flags of the
different nations who .are fight-
ing side by side in the great war
for freedom and homor. A neat-

ly. printed menu graced each plate

and in o plessing and pleasant

mgnner the hotel’s efficient staff

sarved the guests as follows:

EER 1 . 1, Ovsers on the half b ell, points of
. . lemon

} ;

SOuUP
Os Tall

Sahwenl Admponds Queen Olives

FISH
Celery  Lettuce f‘m Peas
ENTREES

Lolwter Patties Tomato Scallop
‘BOILED

Sugar Cused Ham
ROASTS

Sulnmd;u Beown and Dish Gra
~ Lq_dv-l “&myy

Ox Tongue

Gireen Peas Saghed Tuenips
PASTRY
gwh and 'hppd Cream
Cranberr:

: Hot

! PUDDING
| Baglish Plom Pudding, Champagne and
Brandy Sauces
Frui jelly with Whipped Cream
PRUIT

v

During dimner and throughout
the evening Cassidy’s & Giekie's
orchestra fprnished a
program.of musie, playing many
lively airs very appropriate fo the
occasion,

Chairman W. A. Park announced
tho regrets of Mr. J. D. Creaghan
who was unavoidably unable
to attend, and Mr. W. J. Jardine
was asked to perform the duties
of Vice-Chairman in his stead,
which he did in a very pleasing
manner. The Chairman in con-
tinuing, paid a high tribute to the
guest of the evening for the many
achievements he hgd brought
about in the county, the greatest
of all of which was the Morrissy
bridge, after which he proposed
the toast of The King, the Gover- l
nor General and the Parliament|
af Canada, and called upon Mr.
Ernest Hutchison to do honor to
the toast, which he did in a very
amicable manner.

The Lieutenant Governor and
Local Logulﬂtnre proposed by
the Vice-Chairman, was pleasing-

‘| then “of speaking.
pfeel that he~wis justly entitled to
this display of patriotism towards

splendid |of toil

They were not even eontent with
the banquet alone. They desired

covering the chairman asked. the
guest of honor to accept from his}

gic value but for the warmth of
féebing in which it was given, o
chest of silver, engraved upon,
which was the following: “Pre:|
sented to the Honorable John
Morrissy, Chief Commissione? of
Public Works, of the Province of
New Brunswick, by thé citizens
of the Town of Newcastle, Mir-
amichi, New Brunswick, Novem-
ber Sixteenth, Ninetcen Hlmdved
and Fourteen.”

‘Before clasing the chairman gl
so spoke very feeling and in{a
kind way of the very high quali
ties and sterling ability of
wife of the Hon. Minister of
Public Works, a tribute which
received the hearty sanction of
the ‘entire gathering.

With-a deep inward emotion
the reeipient of this beantiful
present-rose to his feet, apd ox-
plained to his fellow-citizend that
his feelinga were more of erying
He did not

him. He had done nothing clear
of his duty to warrant it. His in-
terests had always been and al-
ways would be for his own town
and county, and he had given both
all that was in his power to give.
Many obstacles had arisen in his
path of duty, but he had over-
come them. He had strived hard
to get this bridge which now
graced the beautiful Miramichi
river, and now that it was a
reality he could look with pride to
his work which had taken years
to accomplish. After
thanking the chairman for the
very kind words spoken for his
better half, and enjoining the sin-

After dinner had been served [gl¢ young men prosent to get mar-

ried as soon and as young as they
possibly could, he again thanked
all for their token of estcem and
the next toast was taken up.
The Clergy proposed by . the
Vice-Chairman, was reponded to
by Revs. Fr. Dixon, W. J. Bate,
M. 8. Richardson and 8. J. Mae-
arthur.

The Ladies, proposed by Mr.
Eugene Copnolly, responded to by
Mayor Morrissy.

Our BSoldiers, proposed by Mr.
James Troy, responded to by
| Capt. W. H. Belyea.

The Legal Profession, propos-
ed by the Viee-Chairman, res-
ponded to by Messrs. T. H.
Whelan and W. A. Park.

Our Town, proposed by the
chairman, responded to by Alds
Sargeant, Kethro, MeCabe,
Doyle, Stothart, McGrath and the
Mayor.

{ly responded to by the Hon. Al-
lan Ritchie and Mr. Chas. E.|
Fish.

Our Guest

The Chairman, in prupoeiug,,
this toast, paid another high tri-|
bute to the Hon. Minister of Pub
lic Works, and explained in a
very forcible manner his sterling
qualities as a citizen and repre-
sentative, whose political carecr
was one unsullied by any act of
dishonesty. He was invited here
at the instance of his fellow-citi-
zens who took this - opportunity
to shew their appreciation of the
valued services he had remdered
them as their representative.

The Banks, proposed by Mﬂ)u"

\lornsﬁ), responded to by Messrs.

. J. Jardine and E. A. McCur-
d\

The -Commercial Interests. pro
posed by Mr. E. A. McCurdy, ros
ponded to by Messts. P, Honne: -
sy and George Stables.

The Lumber  Interests, propos-
ed by Mayor Morrissy, respond-
ed to by Messrs. D. J. Buekley
and Wm. Maloney.

The Press, proposed by the
Vice-Chairman, reéponded to by
Messrs. J. H. Brown and Geo. F.
McWilliam.

The United Stut.ee proposed
by Dr. McGrath, responded to by

to go still further, and lifting the|

citizen friends, not for its intrin:]

l[wrs I- W.
A.- Shuptrine.

A toast, was then proposed by
the chairman and pesponded to by
Mr, M. T- McMahon, Su “for
'the Dominion Bndgn Co. %td
“ The Tust toast of the evening
fwas for the youmg mén of New-
castle,” uinch was responded to by
m;h A Mc(hhe, after wh;ch

the. singing of “TFipperary”
and Auld Lang Syne, a most en-
joyable! baniquet ‘was brought to a
ps g 3o

‘The following genfemeni were
present: - $ -

W. A, Park, Hon. John Mor-
rlasy, Chas. ‘Morrissy, E. Huteh-
ison, P, Hennessy, John Kethro,
Geo. Stables, Jas. Tray, (¢ 'E.

Sawyor- and 1.

the | Fish, John Kingston, E. A. Mec-

Curdy, H. Williston, Hon. Allan
Ritchie, Rev. Fr. Dixon, Rov. W.
J. Bate, Rev. M. S. Riehardson,
Rev. 8. J. Macarthar, Wm. Sin-
clair, E. W. SBawyer, Geo. Mec-
William, Eugene Connally, G.
G, Stothart, Chas. = Piekison.
QEIS. Spelr, A. E. Shaw, Stew-
art Demers, J. H. Brown, Horace
Kethro, Wm. Schmidt, H. Shup-
ftrine, John  Merrissy, . John
Morris, ).+ Bs McUabe, Thos:
Maltby, Wm. Malopey, Clyde
Rundle, A. 8. Gremley, Henry
Arseneau, P. J. MeEyoy, Johu
Troy, Thos. MecMahon, A. H.
Cole, Wm. Stables, Wm. Fergu-
son, W. J. Jardine, Dr. F. J.
Desmond, Dr. F. C. McGrath, J

D. Buckley, Wm. Irving, Capt.
W. H. Belyea, T. JI. Whalen, Au-
drew MeCabe, Osborne Nichol-
son, P. B. Wheeler, Wm. Wright,
Fred Dalton, LeRoy Morrison,

'W. L. Durick, D. Doyle, -A. J.

Ferguson, Perley Russell, Harry
McLean, Bryan Hennessy, Chas.
Sargeant, Edward Dalton, Har-
old Chapman.

WHITNEY
SCHOOL REPORT

The following is a report of
the standing of the Whitney
school :

Grade 1 (¢c)—Earl Whitney,
Helen Walsh, aHrold Parker, 95
Russell McTavish, Rachael Sher-
rard, Amos Hayre, 90; Claire
Dunnett 65.

Grade 1 (b)—Frank Walsh 95,
Robert Mullin 94, Bessie Walsh
92.

Grade 1I—Ella Hayre, Gertie
Ford, Marion Walsh, 95; Ruth
Sinclair, Ernest Dunnett 90,
Vance Whitney 85, Sammie Sher-
rard 80, Lenore Whitney 72, El-
ma Whitney 70.

Grade III (b)—Roy Me-
Tavish 85, James Walsh 80, Al-
ton Whitney, David Dunnett 75.

Grade. III  (a)—Henrietta
Walsh, Minnie McKay, 95, Eliza
Tushie 85, Roberta Sherrard 82,
Carvilla Sin¢lair 80, Harry Ford
75, Rachael Hayre 50.

Grade IV-—Annie
80, Willie Dunnett 65,
McKay 62.

Grade V-—Jessie Whitney 92,
Frances McKay 80, Daisy Whit-
ney, Jessie Sinclair 55, Fernie
MeLean 50,

Mrs. John McGrath and
daughter Alice of Chatham, were
vigitors to town last week.

J. W. Howard of Keat Junec-

Sherrard
Harvey

tion, was in town on Monday.

Y
| 9

4




